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Dr. Prithvish Nag
Vice-Chancellor

Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith,
VARANASI-221002

Dated: September 17, 2014

Welcome Message

I feel extremely glad to welcome all scholars, researchers and students coming from the
country and abroad to participate in the 18"™ National seminar titled “Vaidika Philosophical
Traditions : Modern Context’ organized by Wider Association for Vedic Studies (WAVES)
during November 15-17, 2014 in the academically vibrant campus of Mahatma Gandhi Kashi
Vidyapith established by the Father of Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, in the world famous holy city
of Kashi which is considered as the oldest living city of the world and the cultural capital of
India.

Veda is considered the eternal repository of all disciplines of knowledge. Study,
contemplation and implementation of Vaidika Philosophy in practical life have become more
relevant in modern era. All Vaidika philosophical traditions describe supreme liberation (Moksa-

prapti) as the ultimate goal of life. The Samkhya philosophy deals with the origin-evolution-

future of matter and mind in the universe. Yoga philosophy describes the experiential
methodology for the union of the individual with the ultimate reality. Nyaya philosophy presents
discourse on the ultimate reality in view of logic and epistemology. Similarly, Vaisesika

philosophy explains the physical structure and categories of the existence. Mimam!sa
philosophy interprets the Vaidika mantras by attempting to explore the exact meaning, and
elaborates the important rituals useful for attainment of mundane and supra-mundane objectives.
Vedanta philosophy emphasizes the oneness and inter-relatedness of the scattered cosmic entities
by accepting them as manifestations of the ultimate reality.

The Vaidika philosophical traditions guide us for maintaining peace and establishing
goodwill. The study as well as the implementation of the teachings preached by the traditions is
helpful for the solution of complicated problems of the day. I strongly believe that seminar will
lead to an intensive dialogue and discussion.

On this auspicious occasion I extend hearty welcome to all participants on behalf of the
University and myself.

Prithvish Nag
Vice Chancellor
MGKVP & SSVV, Varanasi



Svagatam

Thanks to WAVES’s Founder President, Prof. Bhu Dev Sharma Ji and its continuing
Secretary General Prof. Shashi Tiwari and other esteemed members of the Board that the
WAVES is regularly presenting before us the sacred auspicious eternal waves of the Ganga of
our great Vedic tradition representing all universal aspects of our life. This year’s theme is
philosophical traditions and their impact on us and our society. Our cultural and philosophical
traditions in general signify the popular voice of our Vedic tradition.

It is quite in the fitness of things that this All India Conference is going to be held at
Varanasi, the famous center of learning from centuries. On behalf of the WAVES as well as on
my personal behalf, I extend warm welcome to all distinguished scholars attending the
conference and send all best wishes for a grand success of the conference.

Prof. Ram Karan Sharma
President, WAVES, India &
Former VC, S Sanskrit University, Varanasi

N . h .
Time schedule of sessions — 18" India Conference

First Day-15 Nov., 2014
Registration (From .9 00 a.m. onward on venue)
Tea: 10.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m.
Inaugural Session (Main Hall): 10.30 a.m. to 01.00 p.m.
Lunch: 01.10 p.m. to 02.10 p.m.
Academic Session-I (Main Hall): 02.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.
Academic Session (Young Scholars)-II: 02.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.
Second Day -16 Nov., 2014
Academic Session-III (Main Hall): 10.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.
Academic Session-IV: 10.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.
Tea: 11.30 a.m. to 11.45 a.m.
Academic Session- V (Plenary) (Main Hall): 11.45 a.m. to 1.20 p.m.
Lunch: 01.20 p.m. to 02.20 p.m.
Academic Session-VI (Main Hall): 02.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.
Academic Session (Young Scholars)-VII: 02.30 p.m.to 5.30 p.m.
Third Day -17 Nov., 2014
Academic Session (Plenary)-VIII (Main Hall): 10.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.
Tea: 11.30 a.m. to 11.45 a.m.
Valedictory Session (Main Hall): 12.
00 a.m. to 02.00 p.m.
Lunch: 02.00 p.m. to 03.00 p.m.
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Svargiya Smt. Kanta Shukla Memorial Award-2014

Svargiya Smt. Kanta Shukla Memorial Award-2014 will be given to young scholars
(age up to age 45) for writing and presenting outstanding research papers in
the 18" India Conference.
Prizes will be given in the Valedictory Session of the conferecne.

Five Prizes: Committee of Judges:

First Prize of Rs. 3000/- Chairman:

Second Prize of Rs. 2000/- Prof. Bhu Dev Sharma

Third Prize of Rs. 1000/- (Former Prof. of Math, Clark Atlanta
Encouragement Prize of Rs. 500/- University, Atlanta,USA)
Encouragement Prize of Rs. 500/- Members:

- Dr. Dharma ( Ex Faculty, Delhi University)
- Dr. Asha Rani Tripathi (Ex Faculty, NS Hills
University, Shillong )

IR Faded ahl AT
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Summary of Keynote
Theory of Karma-yoga and Sankhya-yoga

Prof. Bhu Dev Sharma
Former Prof. of Math, Clark Atlanta University, Atlanta, GA, USA
Former (Founder) President, World Association for Vedic Studies (WAVES, USA)

Lord Krishna in chapter fifth of the Bhagavada-Gita explains the importance of
devotional work over renunciation of work in the second shloka -"The renunciation of work
(Karma-Samnyasa) and work in devotion or work without attachment (Karmayoga) are both
good for liberation. But, of the two, work with devotion or work without attachment is better
than the renunciation of work." Shri Krishna discusses the theory about the relationship of
Karmayoga and Sankhyayoga in the fourth shloka of the chapter. "Only the ignorant speak of
devotional service [karma-yoga] as being different from the analytical study of the material
world [Sankhya]. Those who are actually learned say that he who applies himself well to one of
these paths achieves the results of both." Swami Prabhupada has explained, ‘The aim of the
analytical study of material world is to find the soul of existence. The soul of the material world
is Visnu or the Super-soul. The Devotional service to the Lord entails service to the Super-soul.
One process is to find the root of the tree, and the other is to water the root’. The real student of
Sankhya philosophy finds the root of the material world and then, in perfect knowledge engages
himself in the service of the Lord. Therefore, in essence there is no difference between the two
because the aim of both is the same. So, this gives the impression that Sankhya-yoga and Karma-
yoga are tied to each other. They are interdependent even they are opposites. Sankhya Yoga can
lead to realization of results of Karma-yoga, and Karma-yoga can lead to the results of Sankhya-
yoga.

This is a part of the pack of our great philosophical traditions. It shows that we should
correct our approach to life and learning with the help of instructions illustrated in the ancient
Indian scriptures. The spiritual world has various dimensions. Processes and theories to reach up
to goal may be different but results are almost the same.

I have firm believe that the theme of this conference is very relevant for understanding
this unity in diversity of our philosophical thoughts. I congratulate the organizers of thel8th
India Conference and wish the conference a grand success.
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Section 1 - (Senior Delegates)

afgen it T ® ARFETE W gag : eMgtE g
BT, 3rtar
STE= JIHar, G 97T, Tl e FH70 [Feardis, armrg? (3.7.)

fova o T =Aue TWH Aq FT SN Wik foUe ® A1 9% <9 ql kA W ST
21 98 999 AMG F1 FHeAUHEE TR B 98 FOER 1 SIS ¢ WRAE GEhfa & gul 9H
9] U & g B SURE 95 ot FEan €, Hife S 9 w1 eifm eP ‘a1 Freaw
?1 afke i foma T 1 31evg Wad U AR S 39 % erfan e ¢ sifieen|
9 gfaw g aen fafay wrel & Fa o) 9 e R fafed 9ol sreme & 3 & S
| AT 7 3T T Tl | Sad fvan © & v o giifeaa afwm, a=fafs, gdaofi,
AT, (YReskE Fraf), wfae 3 @eror e S e §1 U IHH hl SR WS H
A 8 WA R~ BRI FAAE TG, Fe G gy dehEg) (T
13.214-215) 1

Afea 3 SRy, TR du Rt R fayd @fed w1 fior feem s
<AL & LaTelieh i A iehl, TR W ATIRdl’ A Hew@qul A/ &1 &l
FN T AP FR STAGRS A TS H1 Hiferr fod=r v&qd foran T W 1 T8
qrATfSTeR T T aeffieh T W ot gEfge iR SURd #1 WEGd IY-U9 A 3 R wE
1 999 foman T 2

I U sEIfaen et it smeATfeTehar
1. 3t fiRk
TEITTE PR, Tk, aeil Hiciad, aell (3F)

AT IR TERG KT A B| A% A IR TAWF KUK ki THEA G JEIRA & T
FXdl & Afyg Fehdl & HAHESh i Ui HY Rl 1 A H ol Sl koA & A W A
STt @1 Afderdl IR HEER ol Sfted § SR G favestt SR foveshedrn &t AeA 9
S €l Sl €1 @t A% i Hiew ©1 ki 3 9% &l wel % ®9 H @ B gl "l o et
T ! S R SSAM & T 9 wived fma m R sul SRt sH o wmif @ %
geft 9%, Wfaan, qaor st afed &1 9vi Fd € Csfae’ @ aed g # asivfa @ @ e
o wed g1 aEl @il €, el §1 el iR gd ol WER fH% wWERY €1 Ml il de
el W a2 ® ®9 A yhe Bl B SHHT SRR W YRR YUE &1 areeh @1 f e #
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T & T B Mt TR AR w1 E v 2o Prw off wed € fowet Swife smen weqol
FEAUE H TS g T TN H S TR ¥ g8 © e ofadr, R aieedt, wed 9 g
AT 3R 98 @ i qe iRl 9@ Ui Seae g3 €1 e 9 st ety § uen S @)
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The Philosophy of Life in Shrimad-bhagavadgita

Dr. Asha L. Pandey
HoD,Sanskrit Department, Delhi Public School, New Delhi

25



The Bhagvad Gita literally means the song sung by Bhagavan (God). Gita comprises of
eighteen chapters in the Bhishma-Parva of the epic Mahabharata and consists of seven hundred
verses. The Gita is a narrative dialogue between Pandava prince Arjuna and his friend,
philosopher, guide and charioteer the Shri Krishna. In the battlefield of Kurukshetra, Arjuna
faces his relatives and is confused and indecisive to kill them. It is then that Krishna guides him
towards his Dharma and elaborates on Swadharma (Gita 3.35), Bhakti (Devotion), Gyana
(Knowledge), Karma (Duty) and Yoga. Yoga literally means unification. How the soul (Afman)
is united with the Parmatman is all there in the Gita. Every situation in the Gita fits into the
situations faced by any person in his life. Gifa is all about ethical and moral struggles of the
human life. Apart from guidance about God, Maya, Ego, Mind, Soul, Life, Life after death- Gita
also helps in managing stress that is why many of the corporate offices nowadays practice it.

The word ‘Philosophy’ means love of knowledge, pursuit of wisdom and systematic
investigation and is coined from the Greek term ‘Philosophia’, i.e. Philo (Loving) + Sophia
(knowledge, wisdom).Philosophy’ in Sanskrit and Hindi means Darshan (Sanskrit verb root-
drish (too see) +Lyut suffix) which means ‘to see through and understand’. Gita makes us see the
real life situations and thus comes across as not only about Krishna’s preaching to Arjuna during
the Mahabharata war but also about the war within the struggle of self and how a person can
come out victorious in these situations, how one can free oneself from the ego, the cause of all
our sufferings and sorrows. According to Gita, in order to achieve true liberation, it is important
to control all mental desires and tendencies to enjoy sense pleasures and this can be achieved by
Abhyasa (Practice) and Vairaagya (Detachment) (Gita 6.35). Gita also states that mere
knowledge of the scriptures cannot lead to liberation: devotion, meditation and worship are
essential. Mahatma Gandhi has referred to Gita as his spiritual dictionary.The simple philosophy
of Gita in life is selfless action without any expectations. One should do his duty without any
attachment and expectation of rewards (Gita 2.4) and have total faith in God (Gita 18.66).

Influence of the Upanisads in the Poetry of
Krishna Srinivas : A study of ‘Fire’

Prof. Asha Viswas
Former Professor of English, B.H.U., Varanasi (U.P.)

In the present scenario of de-intellectualization, when our native frameworks are replaced
by alien frameworks, decolonizing the mind becomes a task. Interaction with other cultures and
with other intellectual traditions proves positive and fruitful only when one is rooted in one’s
own tradition. Unfortunately, the present shape of intellectual scapes is such where we have
forgotten our own tradition and “tradition” is regarded as opposed to “modern”. Re-intellect-

ualization is needed for regeneration of India.

The Tamil poet Krishna Srinivas [20-6-1913 to14-12-2007] was seriously involved in
the great task of cultural reassertion. His epical work The Five Elements is a trans-creation of the
Upanishadic knowledge. In the third part of his epic Krishna Srinivas talks of ‘fire’ at three
levels-spiritual, universal and human. The five fires- the universe fire, the cloud fire, the earth
fire, man fire and woman fire symbolize the concatenation of causes that are behind all creation.
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The Chandogya and the Brihadaranyaka Upanishads explain these five fires. The paper
concentrates on ‘fire’ as the triple streams of religion, philosophy and science in Krishna
Srinivas’s poem where these merge into the harmony of poetic rhythm.

The Notion of fapas in Upanishads and it’s Relevance to

Modern Society

Dr. (Mrs.) Asha. R. Tripathi
10/ 58, Indira Nagar, Lucknow (U.P.)

Vedas have provided a unique concept of Rita (order or righteousness) which provides us
with the standard of morality. It was mandatory for everyone to follow the path of Rifa as it was
considered the dhritavrata. The tapas was considered as a method of preparing the body for a
smooth sail on the path of righteousness. The rita became the synonym of sacrificial ceremonies
and asceticism which was regarded as the means of attaining various supernatural powers. In
Brahmana Granthas, tapas was considered as the necessary part of sacrifices. Upanishads were
written during the transitional period of ritualistic concepts and advanced speculative thoughts.
They brought out the logical solutions of many metaphysical questions and tried to grasp the true
nature of the reality. The Upanishadic sages wanted to penetrate deeper into different Vedic
concepts and tried to understand their different dimensions. Upanishads examined the subtle
nature of tapas. They insist on the inwardness of the morality and gave more importance to
human conduct. Tapas was taken as a means of Self- realization.

Tapas is the inner essence of the vital force and is cosmological sequel. It energizes the
mind and provokes the high thoughts. It leads to self-renunciation and helps in gaining
immortality. In order to perform tapas one need not go to the solitude of the forest. It is not a
private affair of penance. Tapas enables a person to pierce behind the veil and to realize the
presence of the divinity in the world of nature and society. In Kathopanishad, the word
Nachiketa refers the immortal fire or the fire of the knowledge of reality. It controls all types of
creative powers. The power of fapas may avert the repeated death. It even controls the superior
law of karma. It inspires a person to perform good deeds for obtaining good results. It helps a
person to realize the reality of this world and to improve the life by doing desired deeds. The
realization of the truth comes from within and for that spiritual insight is very much needed.
Upanishads consider meditation and contemplation as tapas.

Today the people are lost in outwardly physical facts. The performance of sacrifices
cannot make a person perfect. Tapas is the spiritual worship and not just the external ceremony.
Life itself is a sacrifice. The rituals and sacrifice are the preparation of the higher path. Tapas
teaches a person to offer every action, every feeling and every thought to God. Upanishads have
indeed adopted a rational attitude toward the notion of tapas and have given it a broader
perspective.

Philosophical Reflections in Western Authors

Dr. Bharati Sharma
Asst. Professor, English, S.S.D.P.C. Girls (PG) College, Roorkee, Haridwar, Uttarakhand
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The term ‘darshan’ is derived from its root ‘drish’ meaning, ‘to look at’. The specific
meaning of the term philosophy or ‘darshan’ is the attempt to meditate upon and unlock the
perennial questions of God, Soul, nature and the secrets of whole life. Since the day of antiquity,
Bharata has been visualizing the ‘tatva’ since early days. We can’t neglect the impact of history
of ‘Bharatiya darshan’ upon European philosophers. The wave of ‘Bharatiya Darshan’ is
perennially flowing from the distant ‘Vedic age’. Being a learner, I got reflections of ‘darshan’
in the writings of western authors. Mundaka Upnishad has called ‘brahmavidya’, the foundation
of all educations. The great English philosopher Bacon also submits the point of view or
‘darshan’ that man was created to contemplate divine mysteries and sublime objects.

The great Vedic philosophers glorified the notion of ‘Atmatatva’. William Wordsworth,
the great romantic of 19" century, created a myth about himself and built a ‘philosophy’ of
‘living soul’ and ‘sublime vision’. Next, Wordsworth’s intuitive perception of reality seems
nearer Patanjali’s Yoga-sutras. We find the same philosophical notion in the lines by 20" century
American poetess Sylvia Plath:

I smile, a Buddha, all
wants, desire
Falling from me like rings.

The words are throbbing with the deep perception and the vision of a philosophical
prophet. We, the learners of English Literature get the imprints of ‘Vedic’ and ‘Bhartiya
Chintan’ in Western literature.

Philosophical Concept of Kala in the Taittiriya-Samhita
Dr. Bhaskarnath Bhattacharyya
School of Vedic Studies, Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata (W.B.)

Vedas, the gravestone of Indian civilization and culture, values and belief, facts and
philosophy, rites and rituals, religious conviction and confidence, are the fountain of entire
knowledge. If it is taken granted that the Vedas made itself revealed to the seers since 6000 years
back before Christian era and those Vedic mantras are still chanted by us today, then who or
what is that creature or object which made it intact and integral? Very simple answer of this
question is that our tradition made it possible to keep our Vedic custom and convention, constant
and continuous. But it is sure that the answer is accurate and acceptable to some extent. Here lies
the dilemma of this paper to throw a glimpse of light to understand the role of Kala or time with
special reference to the Taittiriya Samhita of Krishna-Yajurveda.

Philosophical Gleaning in the Yajurveda : ‘Paani-Mantram ‘of Rudra

Dr. C. L. Prabhakar
President, Bangalore Chapter of WAVES, Bangalore (Karnataka)

In Yajurveda’s puja tradition, there is the advaita system adopted. It is considered that

our body is couched with all deities at different places on special occasions like doing parayanas
that of Mahanyasa, Durgasaptasati etc, we utter mantras relevant to fortify ourselves. It is to get
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identified with the divinity itself. It is to get immunity and not to get disturbed of our effort and
concentration. Yajurveda, known for practical philosophy, becomes a means to realize the goals
of Human Birth. Under that practice, Yajna is important. Rudra is eulogized greatly in YV. In
Rudrarcana, the concept is to do the same. Unless one is Rudra he cannot be safe to worship
since He is the Fire himself and highly magnetic in influence. It is called Raudrikarana. 1t is
said: ‘na arudra rudram arcayet’. Thus one has to shield oneself. In this case the individual is
divinized and a sense of abhedatva is warranted in that sense. In the Laitasahasranama we see
the definition of Devi as shivasakti eka svarupini meaning if we want to figure out a form to that
form of identity of Shiva and Sakti together a resultant svarupa then it is described to be the form
of Lalita-Paramesvari only.

In view of this during puja the Shivalinga is held in the palm and the relevant mantras are
recited after which the linga is installed back at the puja area. There is Panimantram which
describes the mahat of the pani, the hand. We come across a few mantras where the term pani,
the palm is referred to. Also we find the mention of Hasta- mantras which have the healing
power owing to touch. The famous mantra in Rudradhyaya of YV reads thus: ‘ayam me hasto
bhagavan ayam me bhagavattarah ayam me visvabheshajoyam.” Here the power and magical
touch of the hand is eulogized. The sanctity of the hand is glorified when the Shivalinga is held
in the hand for the puja and recitation.This paper explains the mantras and the application of
them to show that man elevates himself on to the deity and the deity descends to cooperate with
the worshipper. This provides benefit to Himself and the Upasaka.

Jaina Vision of Spiritual Growth and Ideal: Their

Social and Psychological Roots

Dr. Kamla Jain
Former Prof. of Philosophy, J M C, University of Delhi, New Delhi

It is generally understood that Jainism stands for very rigorous renunciation and penance
as a road to spiritual growth and goal. An attempt is made in this paper to show how social and
psychological factors are important in paving the way for achieving the goal of Moksha, the goal
which all most all the systems of Indian thought from Upanishadic thought to Shramanic thought
unanimously agree upon. It can be noted that some of the Jaina ethical concepts such as Ahimsa,
Samata, Samyakdarshana, Anekanta, Aparigraha, four Tirthas etc. are essentially based on
highly humane social and sublime psychological forces which are really participating factors in
spiritual growth and for attaining the ultimate goal. All these need some elaboration and analysis,
though within the given limits of time and space.

Kautilya’s Philosophy in Modern Perspective
Prof. Lallan Prasad
Vice-President, WAVES, India & Executive President, Kautilya Foundation,
Former Head & Dean Department of Business Economics, University of Delhi

Arthashastra was written by Kautilya, the visionary philosopher, strategist and economist,
in 320 BC. His ideas and concepts are valid and relevant to a large extent even today.A head of
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the state in his opinion, should be a person of high moral character, brave, self disciplined and
kind to his people. His prime motive should be to promote nation’s interest and welfare of his
people and not his own or his family- ‘praja- hite ca hitam rajyasya.” His ministry should consist
of knowledgeable, loyal, patriotic men of proven ability on whose advise he should run the
affairs of the state just as Indra who have thousand ministers — ‘sahasrackshu’ to rule the heaven.

Kautilya developed a unique Mandala concept which consists of twelve types of rulers
surrounding the state- immediate neighbors, its friends and enemies, friends and enemies of own
state, neutral rulers, with ‘jigivishu’ the rule himself in the centre with ambition to expand his
kingdom and crush enemies with ‘saama, daama, danda and bheda.” Matters relating to the
appointment, duties and responsibilities of ambassadors and spies are discussed in great details in
Arthastrashastra. Kautilya’s economic philosophy rests on the premise that wealth- ‘artha’ is the
root of happiness, religion- dharma and kaama come next. He considered poverty as the biggest
curse. The ruler should promote a welfare state with good governance. State should collect taxes
without harassing the tax payers as the bees collect honey without causing harm to the flowers.
Kautilya’s view on justice — ‘dandaniti’ was much ahead of his time. He asked the ruler not to
discriminate between his subjects and his family members when it comes to the administration of
the laws of the state.

Mahatma Gandhi's Views on Cleanliness in Reference

to Yama of Yoga Philosophy

Mr. N C Beohar, Advocate,
Jabalpur (M.P.)

Mahatma Gandhi laid utmost stress upon neat and clean way of life. He himself observed
all the rules of cleanliness and encouraged every one around him to lead a life of cleanliness. He
did not tolerate dirt and unclean surroundings around him. His ashramas in Phoienix Soth
Africa, Sabarmati in Ahmedabad, and Sevagram in Wardha were examples of frugal and clean
way of living. There were not too many articles of daily living. His worldly possessions were
few and inexpensive. But all of them were kept in tidy manner and method. He had a few
clothes. But they were neat and clean. No wonder that his companions followed suit.

Mahatma Gandhi was never a great Vedic scholar but had a workable command over the
Sanskrit language and literature. He was a great admirer of the Ishopanishad. He had learnt from
the four Vedas that one must inculcate neat and clean methods and means in thought and deeds.
The four Vedas have expounded cardinal principles of satvik way of life. Shrimad-bhagwat-Gita
has also propounded the same philosophical tenets of the four Vedas for an exemplary spiritual
way of life. Ghandhi ji came to the conclusion that cleanliness brought one nearest to god.He
called upon his fellow countrymen in South Africa to lead a neat and clean life style. He told
them that the white administration and the white populace in South Africa detested the dirty
habits of the British Indians and according to him it was this reason why they had marooned
them in the distant locations in the out -skirts of Durban and Johannesburg. Let us follow his
example in our lives.

Environmental Relevance of Bhagavad-Gita
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Dr. P.T Suresh Kumar
Govt. Sanskrit College, Tripunithura, Ernakulam, Kerala

The holy text Bhagavad-Gita belongs to Bishma Parava of Mahabharatha. It contains 18
chapters including 700 verses .The text contains various guidelines for both spiritual and material
life. Many scientist, philosophers, seekers of knowledge and truth followed Gita to practice their
mission and also to fulfill and attain their life mission. Various aspects in Gita includes ethical,
spiritual, moral, and devotional, philosophical, environmental and so on. In Gita detailed and
systematic picture of environmental mechanism are explained. Due to large level
industrialization, developmental activities deforestation, heavy chemical fertilization, use of
highly poisonous pesticides, use of electrical and electronical items etc. and environment
atmosphere are highly polluted. The existence of human being and other living creates in the
earth is quite suspicious in the immediate future. The various types of environmental hazards are:
air pollution, water pollution and so on. . The present society is not so environmental conscious.
The environmental scientist and other experts are warning about the future environmental
hazards.

The various guidelines in Gita are much helpful in understanding the importance of our
environment. Gita teachers the philosophy of environment in association with spiritual
philosophies.This paper is an earnest attempt to reveal the philosophy of environmental aspect in
Gita in the modern context of large level environmental pollution.

Mystery of Consciousness, as Delineated in

Shakta and Vedanta Traditions
Dr. S. Ram Mohan
Editor, Muntain Path &
Co-Director, Saraswati —=Sindhu Research centre, Chennai

Vedanta posits a deceptively simple, yet a deep question — What are we? In deepest,
most profound depths of our being? We declare ‘Of being myself’. What do we signify by this?
Modern philosophy calls it “Qualia” Nuero Science is unable to decipher the vivid living
conscious experiences one has all the time. The ‘Hard’ problem of the consciousness studies
from the materialistic angle is that it cannot be captured by a process like “firing of neurons”.
Vedanta starts with the question of consciousness — the inner experience of thinking, hearing,
seeing etc., which is eloquently posed in the very first verse of Kena Upanishad — What is that
shining within us which facilitates all these? The answer is that it is pure consciousness-Chit,
which illumines all our functions.In fact it is the essence of all the functions. It is not an
experience, yet all experiences shine in Chit.

This paper presents the fact that Consciousness — delineation is dealt with exhaustively
and lucidly not only in Vedantic texts like Upanishads but also in Shakta- Tantra texts like
Tripura Rahasiyam which deals with the nature of all consciousness and the ultimate realty as
well as the liberation of the individual from the ligatures that bind him to the phenomena. These
Shakta and Shaivatie texts in their jnanakanda give a logical exposition of transcendental
consciousness. Though there are some differences between the philosophy of the non-dual Self
delineated in the Advaita School by Master like Gaudapada and Shankara, the end to be
achieved, viz., the ending of bondage through Realization of pure consciousness or the Self is the
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same. The jnanakanda of Tripura Rahasiyam — a very important work of the Sri Vidya School
of Shakta Tantra gives a very lucid exposition of pure Consciousness and ultimate liberation,
presented against the back drop of several stories. This paper attempts to present an epitome of
the delineation of Consciousness in texts like Tripura Rahasiyam.

Upanisadic Philosophy on Education

Dr. Shakuntala Bora
Asso. Prof., Dept. of Philosophy, University of Gauhati, Assam

The Upanishads do not contain explicitly theories regarding education. And yet, they are
concerned with education. If we look into the Upanishads to distinguish any philosophy of
education, it certainly is not bereft of it. The shantipatha of Katha Upanishad brings forth many
things to the fore front regarding education in the Upanishads: first, it tells that education is not
just about the student leaning alone but it is about learning of both teacher and student; the
prayer is to ‘illumine’ both. Second, there is prayer for maintaining harmonious relationship of
teacher and student; the relationship between teacher and student is of importance in education.
Third, education is not one sided; both teacher and student have to work together.

There is a purpose of Upanishadic teaching. Keeping in mind its goal, the teaching
begins. It is definitely concerned with spiritual knowledge, the para jnana, and teachers as in
Mundaka and Chandogya make it clear at the beginning that that is what they are going to
instruct the student about. Depending on the enquiry one is embarking upon, the method of
teaching and learning changes. The Upanishads also refer to the kind of qualities expected from
the teacher and also student entering a particular discipline as we find in Katha and Kena. The
Upanishads seem to be of the view that the role of a teacher is more of a guide; the rest, that is,
true learning ultimately depends on the student. My paper will try to enquire into the philosophy
of education of the Upanishads and whether aspects of this philosophy can render its service
today.

A Philosophical Insight into the Fire Tradition of the Rigveda
Dr. Mrs. Soma Basu
Asso. Prof.,School of Vedic Studies, Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata (W.B.)

Maxmuller once said, “The more we go back, the more we examine the earliest germs of
any religion; the purer I believe we shall find the conceptions of the Deity”. The understanding
of the basic concepts of Vedic religion is a reality which was realized never before. There is little
doubt that the ancient Indians had a high realization of natural phenomena. Deities worshipped
and praised in the Rigveda are, apart from anything else, personifications of various natural
phenomena. Agni is one of the principal deities of the Rigveda who has been described as that
divinity which has kept itself continuously important throughout the history of Brahminism. The
subject of heat comes in the category of basic concepts of Vedic religion. To Vedic people, the
presence or absence of heat in several situations, if not in all situations, was a matter of the most
profound significance. The sun seems to us to be the most obvious source of heat, and indeed the
sun appears in this role in the Rigveda. The sun has several names in Vedas..Heaven and Earth
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are special recipients of the sun's heat. This heat of the sun in its various phases is an important
part of cosmic heat. Among the ecological aspects of fire, we find the manifestations of Agni in
heaven as the Sun, in the firmament as lightning, and on earth as sacrificial and domestic fire.
(Griffith on RV 4.1.7).Agni is sometimes compared to the Sun. It has been said the Sun and Agni
are the same as all the other forms (Wilson, Rigveda, vol. 2., P. 143). Ait.Br. (8.28) says that on
setting the sun enters into Agni and in RV 7.2.1 (...Agni...touch the celestial summits with thy
columns, and overspread thee with the rays of Strya - Griffith) we see that Agni unites with the
Sun. Keith observes that, “But this side of the nature of Agni is little referred to: the sun was too
great and prominent a deity to be treated merely as a form of Agni”. In only one passage is the
sun addressed as ‘Sura,” but this might possibly be an epithet of Agni. (RV. 5.79.9).

Agni has been depicted with superb importance in Vedic stanzas. Of all natural
phenomena it has played the most effective role in shaping the thought process of the Vedic
Aryans. An attempt has been done in this paper to trace the tradition revolving around the mystic
Agni which also appears as an abstract, philosophical entity through which the world evolved.
The Vedic Aryans attained a transcendental stage no doubt; first they observed natural
phenomena very keenly and later on conceptualized divinity among particular deity.

Aesthetic Sense in Vedic Hymns

Dr. Suchitra Mitra
Asso. Prof., Dept. of Sanskrit, Allahabad University, Allahabad

Imagination is of supreme importance in the process of creation of poetry. Either in art,
poetry or music the artist tries to reveal the supernatural feelings through their creation. Hindu
tradition always attributes a divine origin to all the sciences and arts. In Vedic period the beauty
and benignity of nature are highly observed by the Vedic visionaries. Vedic Rishis by their inner
power they chanted mantras thinking about the eternal physical and moral laws working in the
universe under the supervision of god, as it is said in RV. X/121/2 and RV X/85/1. By eternal
law have the world entered the Universal order. The holy Vedas teach us that the man who lives
according to moral eternal law, the earth is full of sweetness and he seeks to make a heaven on
the earth. In Rigveda we are asked to pray- "For one who lives according to the eternal law the
minds are full of sweetness, the river pour sweets, so many plants be full of sweetness for us."

The expressions of Vedic Rishis are so spontaneous that the supernatural powers of
celestial world are very vividly explained in their hymns. Although the Gods are not visible
actually, yet the physical phenomena of the Gods are always being present to the minds of the
poet. Vedic visionaries always worshipped Gods who are largely personifications of the power of
nature. For instance Ushas is prayed like a dancer clothed in light, she appears in the east and
unveils her charms. Vedic Rishis can be said as very good artists; because they can easily
composed the hymns depicting all the sentiments in them means Rasa and Bhava. Coming to
music, the three basic notes of Vedic chanting Udatta, Anudatta and Svarita are the fundamental
notes of Indian music.
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The Vedic Vision of Swami Rangathananda
Ms. Lisha C. R.

Research Scholar, Centre for Manuscriptology, Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit
Kalady, Kerala

Vedic literature refers to the earliest texts found in India, four Samhitas and allied texts

written in the Sanskrit language. Together they contain the basis for the Indian culture. India is
the motherland of the Vedic literature. India is blessed in these days of the runaway materialism
where everything seems to have a price, she has been blessed with great thinkers, like Swami
Rangathananda. It is to seers like him to whom the country must repeatedly turn to seek light and
direction in the wilderness in which we are immersed ourselves. Swami Ranganathananda, the
thirteenth President of the Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission, was born on 15
December 1908 at Trikkur village near Trichur in Kerala. His pre-monastic name was
Shankaran Kutty. His parents were Neelakantha Sastri and Lakshmi Kutty Amma. Young
Shankaran was deeply inspired by the teachings of Sri Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda
and joined the Ramakrishna mission in his young age and latter on served there till he became
the president of the organization.
Swamiji’s discourses always had the core of true spirituality and manifest immediate appeal and
relevance to the contemporary world. He was a true patriot who was never tired of extolling
true and the great traditions of Vedic religion. His life and work exemplified the fact that Vedic
traditionhas a universal appeal of its own. Swamiji’s efforts at social service and reconstruction
of Vedic wisdom are legendary. In addition, he built several centres of learning and meditation
for the Ramakrishna Mission all over the world. Several people became his disciples and he
inspired all who came in contact with him.‘Godward Passion and Manward Love’ was his motto.
Swami Ranganathananda stressed on service as a way of life, and Vedanta as a science of
religion. His personality was marked by simplicity, profound love for humanity and an attitude
of equality to all. Oratorical skills and intellectual inclination marked him out among his peers.
Swami Ranganathananda is remembered in his home State as "one of the foremost modern
exponents of Vedanta.' In the post-Vivekananda era, Swami Ranganathananda took Advaita
Vedanta to great heights. The Swami had no formal education, but he became the greatest
scholar of our time. Through his writings and lectures, the West imbibed the spirit of the ancient
Indian seers. This paper is devoted for explaining the Vedic vision of Swamiji in detail.

Vyakarana - A Philosophical View
Mr. P.S. Santosh
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Research scholar, Dept. of Sanskrit, Osmania University, Hyderabad

The Vedas are unique, as they speak about everything. There are many shastras and
sutras to understand Vedas. The philosophical observation of Brahman, depicted in Vedas ,is
explained in Darshanas. The supreme is elaborated in darshanas. Accordingly, the sankhya,
yoga, nyaya etc. are darshanas. In the same sense Vyakarana is also considered as a darshan as
it talks about Shabda Brahman, Sphota and many other related aspects of language. Here a
‘shabda’ can lead to Brahman. Without the knowledge of proper linguistic approach, we cannot
understand the Vedic hymns and their meaning. Vyakarana teaches us to recite the mantras
properly and thus helps to communicate their meaning. Even there is a point in ‘Paninian
Vyakarana’ that it starts with a shabda called vriddhi. The term vriddhi means development. In
‘chaturvidha purusharthas’ the last aim of life is moksha.

Hence Pninian grammar symbolically expresses that Vakarana is also a darshana which
can lead up to moksha. The Vakyapadiya of Bhartrihari has three parts and the first one is named
Brahmakanda. In this paper, I want to utilize the opportunity to present the approach of linguistic
scholars who observed, accepted and explained the Vyakarana as darshana. 1 will discuss here
how the approach of linguistics may help modern society to understand the ancient grammar as
philosophy.

In Search of an Ecological Worldview: A Study of Isha-Upanishad
Mr. Paran Goswami
Research Scholar, Department of Philosophy, Gauhati University, Guwahati, Assam

Nature is the existential foundation for ‘being-in’ of both human and non-human species
in Earth and life on this planet inarguably depends on a complex set of relationships between
man, the Nature (or ecosystemin a local sense) and the economic system. The unequalled growth
in the materialistic sphere of human world, which has been accomplished since the industrial
revolution has affected these relationships in both positive and negative ways. Record level of
pollution and population has put great strain on the environment. Economic growth has created
immense wealth to a smaller portion of total populace of the world, while left the greater portion
behind. Understanding the essential elements that support healthy societies and a healthy planet
is then an urgent need for humankind in general. After an extensive multilateral reflection in the
last few decades on sustainability of Nature and human world as well, scholars have come to
realise that the crises we confronted are all facets of one single crisis, which is essentially a crisis
of perception or could be generalized as a crisis of philosophy.

This perception is of the humankind as the central or most important element of
existence; the universe as a mechanical system composed of elementary building blocks which is
exclusively for and to be used by human, the view of human body as a machine, the view of life
as a competitive struggle for existence, the belief in unlimited material progress to be achieved
through economic and technological growth. Thus these narrower assumptions need a radical
revision. And the proposed new paradigm is being calledan ‘ecological worldview’; which is to
see the world as an integrated whole rather than a dissociated collection of parts, to recognize the
fundamental interdependence of all phenomena and the integration of individuals and societies in
the cyclical process of nature.Now, such a view of realitycomprises the most elementary features
of most of the age-old Upanishads of Indian philosophical tradition. The most original in this
regard is ISaUpanishad. This paper thus tries to explore the possibilities of an ecological
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consciousness in Isa Upanishad and thereby to investigate its possible application in providing a
metaphysical foundation foran ecological worldview.

Modern Progress in Vedic Philosophy
Mr. Veloori Raghu Ram
Sr. Asst. Prof. in Sanskrit, Arora Degree College,
Research Scholar, Dept.of Sanskrit, Osmania University, Hyderabad

The word "philosophy" comes from the Ancient Greek (philosophia), which literally
means "love of wisdom". The introduction of the terms "philosopher" and "philosophy" has
been ascribed to the Greek thinker ‘Pythagoras’. Philosophy means the study of the fundamental
nature of knowledge. Especially when considered as an academic discipline, a theory or attitude
that acts as a guiding principle for behavior. Philosophy is the study of general and fundamental
problems, such as those connected with reality, existence, knowledge, values, reason, mind,
and language. The earliest literature of India is the Vedas. These consist mostly of hymns in
praise of nature gods. Excepting in some of the hymns of the later parts of the work ,there is
great philosophy in them in our sense of the term.

The present paper focuses on the concept of understanding the Vedic terms and style of
application, in modern world. The wealth of systematic thoughts in mantras helps to establish the
Vedic philosophy, for forwarding the best generations to the future. The advanced vision of
Vedic philosophy and the observation techniques can be seen in this concept. As ‘Vid’ means
Knowledge the universal knowledge is present in the Vedic literature. Only the tool to identify
that is to read realize and understand.

-The Number system
-Agriculture aspects
-Global peace
-Astronomical thoughts
-Scientific aspects Etc.

It is very clear that Vedas will not give education in the form of ‘spoon feeding’. It will
be like “Markata Kishora Nyaya” as a baby of a monkey holds its mother tightly when it is
moving, but mother will not. Vedic philosophies also flow in the same way, as we need to
understand its thoughts, which are high in quality. The application of Vedic philosophy will help
the society to develop physically, mutually and naturally.

Modern Day Relevance of Pirva Mimamsa Explained
Through Sandhya Worship

Mr. Subramanian Chidambaran
Student of advanced Diploma in Sanskrit, University of Mumbai

Piirva Mimamsa, that forms the essential portion of the Karma khanda section of the
Vedas, is among the most popular of the Six darshana or philosophical Vedic traditions.
Etymologically, the compound word ‘Mimamsa’ is comprised of the root ‘mam’ and suffix
‘sam’ which literally means a deep analysis of a subject worthy of reference— here the Vedas.
However with time, the practitioners of Mimamsa probably forgot the ‘analysis’ part and just
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focused on the sacrifices and rituals prescribed. This led to rigidity in thought leading to power
getting concentrated with a few who dictated the functioning of the society leading to emergence
of Nastika-darshana such as Buddhism and Jainism. To counter this was the resurgence of
Vedanta heralded by AdiShankaracharya. Though Shankara counters the Piirva Mimamsa at
many places in his Bhashya, he does accept the fact that it is an essential starting point and
grooming field for the human mind to reach the maturity needed for Vedanta.

Here is where again some of the actions prescribed in the Purva Mimamsa can come to
our aid in helping purify our minds through detached action as stated by the Lord in the Gita. Of
these karmas, foremost position is occupied by the Sandhya worship which is important
Nityakarma. Though commonly ignored today even by traditionally orthodox Brahmin families,
Sandhya worship is much beyond the karma itself. It’s relevance in sustaining and improving the
agility of our body and sharpness of our mind as also the spiritual and emotional quotient is
tremendous. This paper is a humble attempt to bring forth the scientific principles behind and the
modern day relevance of the Sandhya worship.
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WAVES Conferences held in India & Nepal

Till date organized conferences on national level with international participation:

1st India Conference; Indian Identity and Cultural Continuity;

New Delhi; Dec. 27, 1997

2nd India Conference; Ancient Indian Wisdom & Contemporary Challenges;
New Delhi; Dec 24-25, 1998

3rd India Conference; Challenges of Modernity: The Vedic View,

New Delhi; Jan. 7-8, 2000

4th India Conference; Srate & Society : An Ancient Indian Perspective;
New Delhi; Dec. 15-16, 2000

5th India Conference; Vedic Wisdom & Global Issues;

Srisailam, Andhra Pradesh; Dec. 28-30, 2001

6th India Conference; Vedic Intellectual Tradition: Modern Context;

New Delhi, Dec. 27-28, 2002

Nepal Conference; Vedic Traditions in South and South-East Asian Region;
Kathmandu, Nepal ; July 12-13, 2003

7th India Conference; Contemporary World Order: A Vedic Perspective;
Pondicherry; Dec. 27-29, 2003

8th India Conference; Science, Consciousness & Vedic Heritage;
Bangalore, Karnatak; Dec. 31, 2004 - Jan. 2, 2005

9th India Conference; Approach to Health & Happiness in Indian Thought;
Jaipur, Rajasthan; Dec. 16-18, 2005

10th India Conference; Cultural Consciousness in Ancient Indian Society;
New Delhi; Dec. 15-17, 2006

11th India Conference; Vedic Value System: Contemporary Relevance & Challenges;
Vrindavan, UP; Dec. 14-16, 2007

12th India Conference; Harappan Civilization and Vedic Culture;
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