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Empowerment of Women : A Vedic Insight

Dr. Akhilesh Kumar Shukla
Associate Prof., Sociology, Govt. P.G. College, Kotdwara (U.K.)

Woman has been known as Goddess in Indian society. She has been worshiped, praised, regarded,
loved, cursed but never been ignored. As a daughter, wife, mother, daughter-in-law her role is multifunctional.
Indian women enjoyed high respect in Vedic society. They formally participated in all social and domestic
activities. Vedas tell us about many fortunate women who were fully satisfied with what they had. This
paper is an attempt to trace the outlook of society towards women. How society would be benefited by
Vedic outlook towards women. The women had been said the better half of her husband. In later Vedic
a great emphasis was laid on her virtue. She followed her husband in his last journey not physically but
through her deeds. So purity of women was important. In Skand Purana chastity was an important
expectation from women she must pleasure her honour and maintain her chastity, failing which she goes
to hell and her husband losses the heavenly bliss. In Vedas, we find many references of married and
unmarried woman who get respect in society.

We get a vivid picture of marriage and types of marriage in Vedic and post Vedic literature. The
purpose of marriage was: - Having many children especially sons, to perform rituals, sacrifices and
worship, to enjoy the pleasure coming from conjugal life, Social acceptance and for help in economic field.
In Chandogyopanishad the story of Satyakama Jabala reveals boldness of woman relating her sex life.

This story has a great significance, it shows those unmarried mothers were present in society and
accepted by the society. Vedas give a great emphasis on women empowerment. Women could protect
themselves. Woman are backbone of society but have described as weaker sex. The long years of
suffering and discrimination have not demoralized their true self and spirit. They draw their strength from
tradition and cultural values that our great civilization has. They are neither needed to worshiped nor
condemned publically. They need protection, recognition and respect from society.
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The Purpose of Education as Depicted in Taittiriya Upanishad

Dr. A. R. Tripathi
10/58, Indira Nagar, Lucknow (U.P.)

The main purpose of education is to the bringing up and training and strengthening the power of
body and mind of a child by taking him to a high plane of thinking, feeling and experience. A child is full
of curiosity which can be satisfied only through proper education. Education enables him to understand the
external world and the world beyond that, and helps enhance his knowledge. The different subjects taught
in the schools provide children with the knowledge of the world which he can observe, but there are
several things happening that are beyond sensual observation of human beings. This knowledge consists
of intrinsic inner mystery of human existence. The instructions related to the reality of life pave the way
to morality and righteousness. Morality is ethical capability which provides the power of discriminating
between right and wrong. A person equipped with morality can even judge his own conduct and deeds
and will be motivated to follow the path of rectitude. Morality, therefore, must form an integral part of all
types of education. The method of teaching adopted by the great Vedic sages emphasizes on aspects of
the knowledge related to both external and spiritual world. The story of Satyakaam narrated in Chhandogya
Upanishad shows how important was truthfulness for getting admission in a Gurukul. The Gurus taught
the students the subjects needed in their future life.

The ideal conduct of the Gurus served as an example of morality and righteousness. According to
Taittiriya Upanishad (Chapter I), knowledge is the junction of teacher and pupil, and instruction is the
connection. In Tattiriya Upanishad it has been said that the truthfulness, self-study, and practicing virtues
are the main instructions given by Gurus.

Modern education has given us ample opportunities to acquire the knowledge of the external world,
but with all our scientific knowledge we cannot avert the catastrophes taking place in the world at different
times. It also has contributed to the materialism and reduces our thinking capacity to comprehend the
reality. The spiritual dimension of knowledge reminds about our duties towards other creatures of the
universe living around us. The main purpose of education is to make a person a real human being. It is
high time to turn the pages of great Indian scriptures which can indeed inspire the common man to lead
a disciplined and regulated life endowed with morality.
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Moral Preachings : Both In East And West

In the Light of Vedas

Dr. Bharati Sharma
Assist. Prof., English, S.S.D.P.C. Girls (P.G.) College, Roorkee, Haridwar (U.K.)

Society and man depends upon education for growth. Through education society transfers lofty
ideals, expectations, traditions and cultural assets to the forthcoming generations in a way that they feel a
spark for sacrifice and universalism. And it is the right and duty of every being to continue with this
perennial flow. Present paper is sheer an effort to locate the imprints of vedic preaching both in East and
West in the light of Vedas. Different Philosophical doctrines like Idealism, Naturalism & Pragmatism have
defined education in various dimensions. The ultimate stage of Idealism, the first doctrine, is the meeting
with Parambrahma Parmeshwar i.e. ultimate reality. Here, at this point we find unison of East & West
'®Y WY Hicwur aqd. William Wardsworth, the great poet both of nature and man also notices a sublime
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spirit in the objects of nature which provides wisdom to man: ‘One impulse from a vernal wood, May
teach you more of man, Of moral evil and of good, Than all the sages can’. Secondly, there stands
doctrine of Naturalism in Education. Since Vedic age India is related to the worship of nature as devas.
Naturalism preaches the social institutions to be based on ‘liberty’, ‘equality” and ‘fraternity’. Next there
comes Experimentalism or Pragmatism in Education. It prones to creativity, change and says that all the
moral issues like truth, reality, good and bad aspects are compensatory to each other. Thus it can be said
that education means to shine inwardly, to search the internal truths and apply them for the welfare of the
whole universe. As has been well said in the lines echoing the vedic sense of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.
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Seven Vedic Decorum and the Society

Prof. Bhaskarnath Bhattacharyya
School of Vedic Studies, R.B.U. Kolkata (W.B.)

‘Ydny anavadydni karmdani tani sevitavyani no’ — (Taittiriyopanishad) The Veda is gravestone
of human civilization, culture, education, morality, ethics, and socialism and so on. Every aspects narrated
in this holy testament are very much applicable and appropriate for the humankind. Actually it would not
be an exaggeration if we say that the Vedas are the first oral foundation of this cosmos to erect itself on
its own feet. Every mantras, each and every Vedic lines, one and each word of the magnificent glossary
of humanity were supposed to be uttered for the people, by the people and of course of the people. Here
one mantra could be chanted from the Rigveda to initiate the discussion of this present paper — ‘sapta
maryyada kavayas tatakshuh tasa mekam idabhyahuro gat / ayor ha skambha upamasya nile pathd
visarge dharunesu tasthau’ 10.5.6. It means one should never cross the decorum (maryydda) of these
seven primary elements of Vedic moral education. And so, to get him f'd from these seven great offenses
a citizen must keep this idea unchallenged even at the cost of his life. The present paper intends to throw
a glimpse of light on the present site and situation of moral education from the Vedic summit of learning,
the final culmination of discipline and education.
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Vedic Views on Current Issues Related to Women :

Education and Morality

Prof. Bhu Dev Sharma
Professor, JIIT, Noida (U.P.)

Vedic approach on any subject is synonym with intellectual, comprehensive, deeply analyzed and
well considered human system with universal validity. With quite an extensive Vedic literature that includes
Vedas, Brahmanas, Smirities, and Mahabharata, etc., study on women has also drawn quite some
attention of Vedic Rishies and later scholars. These seminal works are replete with names, activities,
contributions, and achievements in various fields. Modern India, after a rather long period of eclipse of its
culture and tradition under alien rule, has suffered much degradation in its basics and values. Education
being the most important instrument of transformation of individuals and society, and morality being the
determinant of its level, women education & morality is a rather significant theme for the world at large.
The paper proposes to poise some major current issues related to women education as also of their
morality with Vedic views on them.

15



14

Vedic Views on Education and Morality: Modern Context

Lt. Col. K. R. Murty
Andhra Pradesh

In this article, I will go through the maze of ideas thrown in the Upanishads and the Gita which we
all ag” contains the quintessence from all the Vedas. They will be so lofty that a doubt may arise as to their
validity to today’s world. However I will try to prove the validity of these ancient concepts to the modern
world. In ancient Gurkulas education used to be finished by about the age of 20 years, when the student
was to enter the practical world. Marry, earn, and move through the Life and reach the third ashram the
vanaprastha. Thus the student used to learn from the beginning about the four ashramas of life and the
four Paramarthas of life.

While the student is going through the nitya, naimittika karmas, he was gradually introduced to
the Upanishads. The stress was on the knowledge the Self. They also gave the reasoning through so many
similes/parables and enquiries as in Kena Upanishad now he was made aware of something behind all this.
The aim of the Vedas is to see beyond you and within you. In the article I will go through a lot more of
fundamental concepts of extreme importance to the disturbed, demoralized and degraded life in the modern
world.
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Moral Values As Enshrined In The Upanisads : Its

Relevance In Modern Age

Dr. Hiran Sarmah
Associate Professor, Dept. of Sanskrit, Gauhati University ( Assam)

The Upanishadic literature contains some principles which have everlasting values viz. moral value,
social value, spiritual value etc. Among these the moral value dictates how we live our lives, behave and
treat each other. Moral value is a universally accepted ethical principle that governs the day to day life of
an individual as well as the society. When we live our life according to values that are based on honesty,
truthfulness, modesty, tolerance, kindness etc. then we can form positive bonds with other people. Moral
value is conceived as of cardinal value for the stabilization, development of society and for the propagation
of culture. The progress of any society is not possible without certain amount of moral virtues among the
members constituting the society. The progress of a nation depends not merely on its socio-political or
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economic structure but basically on the character of its people. Each and every person should acquire the
moral values. Moral value makes a society safe and comfortable to live in. Students and youth are the
future of a nation and each and every young mind has to be inculcated with proper training for the growth
of moral and spiritual values and grow individuality in each of them for the present and the future. They
have to be mentally physically, morally and emotionally fit for the betterment of the society. Truthfulness,
righteousness, non-violence, charity, honesty, good conduct, tolerance ,respect for elders, compassion,
kindness, honesty in every sphere of life, observance of one’s own dharma etc. are some of the moral
values found in the Upanishads; these have some everlasting relevancy for all ages of human history for
upgrading human interest.

The modern society has faced degradation of values and ethics, people have lost faith on God or
spiritualism. Social unrest, hatred, ethnic conflict, communal clash, dishonour for elders, g'd for money and
material resources etc. have prevailed in the society. The young generation have, to a large extent, become
demoralized, frustrated; peace and tranquility in the family and social life is disappearing fast. These cannot
be allowed to continue in the interest of humanity, society and the nation. The Upanishadic teachings about
the moral values can help us to lead light in mitigating the miseries faced by the society.

The present paper is an attempt to highlight some of the moral values as available in the Upanishads
and its relevance in the modern age.
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Vedic Views on Education & Morality : Modern Context

Mr. Jai P. Agarwal
Ex-Chief Engineer, Haridwar (Uttarakhand)

What is education and what is morality? Dictionary defines education as the act or process of
imparting or acquiring knowledge, general and specific, developing powers of reasoning and judgment, as
also preparing oneself and others intellectually for mature adult life and more. That means morality is a
quality of human behavior that reflects upon his good or bad conduct in society and has to be inculcated
by following in the footsteps of virtuous people as also by some exposure to scriptures and more.
Education in the Vedic Times: Strong moral character was the most important ingredient and hallmark of
education at both ends— the student and the teacher in the Vedic system. The traditional Vedic System
of education in India was ideal as it synthesized education with moral values. In the Vedic Times the system
was dedicated to holistic positive transformation in the life of the student by enlarging his intellectual
horizons through value based education from the Vedas. The acharyas/teachers laid stress on character
building, development of attitude towards society and nation, righteousness, piety and good human relations.
The gurukuls, situated in Acharyas’s homes/ashrams were residential in nature. The acharya laid emphasis
on both kinds of education/vidya to the students—aparavidya, the mundane knowledge of worldly skills
and the paravidya, the spiritual knowledge of the Creator and Self and more. Modern education and
impact of science, Modern advancement of science has done tremendous good to human life by providing
immense comforts to man. It has in fact, added luster to human life. But it has diminished the dimensions
of man’s heart. Though man has become strong, he has also become self-centered and egoist. He wants
to usurp all what comes his way. Like the strong large fish that eats up the weaker ones in the kingdom
of the seas; like the lion or the wolf who eat up all weaker species in the jungle, man wants to reign
supreme on Earth without caring for other beings. The first moral teacher of a child is in his home, his
mother and father. But schools have their full share of responsibility in grooming the young into a useful
person to face the challenges of life in human society. In the West, especially in democratic countries like
the US, there is problem. They can’t press morality from the religious books in public schools. But not
so in private schools run by missionaries. As a result private institutions of Elementary, Middle and High
Schools run by Christian, Islamic or any other missionaries are openly indoctrinating their pupils into their
faiths. Hindus are on the back foot and more.
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The First Script of World

Dr. Krishna Narayan Pandey
Sanskrit Newspaper, Lucknow

The first script of world-As shrishti creation is credited to Brhma , Ved & script inventor is also
Brhma God. All Brhmi letters are present in 419 signs letters of Sindhu civilisation. Sindhu U=Pot=P,C=T
deciffers UC=PT. Thus Puran names, Shriram, Vasudev & Ved mntras have been read with Pnctntr ktha
tablets by Dr. Karuna Shankr Shukla Rajrajeshvri Mndir Bangrmau Unnao 209801
Cell09450847877.Coordination with all such researches will light hidden history of mankind. Ved mntr
Ritm ¢ stym......in 24 pictographs the story of creation has been found in North America.Roman
ABCFGHJKLMNPRSUYZ letters have similarity with Nagri letters.also.The first inscripted Hnumannatkm
was deciferred in period of Vikrmadity 57 B.C. &Bhoj 1000-1055A.D. The script was Brahmi.
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Vedic Education, Culture and Mahatma Gandhi

Mr. N.C. Beohar
Advocate, Jabalpur (M.P.)

It cannot be said that Mahatma Gandhi was a Vedic scholar. Nevertheless, he had studied deep into
the beauties of all the four Vedas and Upnishads so much so that he was able to converse almost on equal
terms with eminent Vedic scholars as Dr. Dhruv of the BHU and S. D. Satvalekar and others. He called
Shrimadbhagwat Gita as his mother and he regarded Gita as the most infallible guide in all his temporal
transactions. He has written and spoken very extensively about education. He was opposed to extension
of formal English education to young boys and girls. He did not see much merit in an education system
which did not lay complete emphasis upon the building on character. He believed that the only purpose
of education should be to prepare boys and girls for the call of service to the society and to the nation.
He did not even impart such English based education to his four sons Harilal, Ramdas, Manilal and
Devdas. He advocated the system of ‘nayee talim’ i.e. an entirely revolutionary new system of education
to prepare boys and girls for the cause of national service in complete tune with ancient Vedic values and
cultures. The Vedas, Gita and the Upnishads taught to the Mahatma the cardinal principle of universality
of soul and that the entire humanity is a big family. This doctrine helped him to see no distinctions between
the followers of different faiths. To the Mahatma, his family was not confined merely to his closest personal
family members, but his family included his neighbours. friends and all of his acquaintances near or distant.
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New Strategies to Inculcate Ethics and Morality from the

Vedic View of Education

Mr. Prashant Bhardwaj
Principal Consultant-IT Vision360 Gurgaon

In last 60 years after Independence the objective of education in Indian society changes from the
‘Education for Character Building to Education for Development’ and this leads to loss of moral and ethical
values. We join the race of how to grow richer, rather to develop a socio- economic system permits
equitable distribution of wealth and production. The present system of education is ignorant towards our

rich Indian intellectual tradition, culture and lack of spirit of Bharatiyata. Challenges we are facing as a
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whole are excessive population growth, extreme poverty, increasing number of families below poverty line,
a widening economic gap between rich and poor sections, rising inflation, capital flight, rising unemployment,
corruption and lethargy in government offices leading to worsening of government administration, loss of
moral and ethical values in all sections of the society, wide spread corruption, indifference towards
nationalistic commitments, brain drain and scarcity of resources.

To correct the current erroneous system we need to adopt new strategies of education based on
Vedic views and principle to fulfill the goal of human life. The present paper highlights how new strategies
recommended here will take us to the journey from the Vedic Infrastructure, the Indic Weltanschauung or
Darshana-The Sad Darshanas, the Indic approach to creating knowledge — Vedic episteme or Pramana,
the concepts of Shunya and Infinity, the astronomical heritage, the nature of the mathematics, and the
Indian approach to history in current perspective. Today we need to learn from the glorious past and Indian
intellectual traditions to inherit and enrich the ethical and moral values to the coming generation.
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Global Issues and Vedic Views on Ethics For Scientific and

Technical Personnel

Prof. (Dr.) Ram Gopal
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Engineering ethics is the study of the moral issues and confronting technical personnel and organizations
engaged in various R&D activities. A R&D scientist’s product or project goes through various stages of
conception, design, development and manufacture followed by testing, trials, quality assurance, sales and
service. Zero — defect management and guide lines of ethical committee are required to be strictly followed
for development of quality products on sustainable basis. In spite of this a variety of moral issues have
drawn our attention in various engineering disasters such as the Challenger Explosion, Chernobyl Th™ Mile
Island and Japan’s Tsunami accidents at the nuclear plants, Union Carbide gas plant in Bhopal, chemicals
depleting, ozone layer, pneumoconiosis, acid rain, oil spillage in seas, environmental pollution, rains and
landslide in Uttrakhand etc.

The world is suffering by not following ethos and values narrated in Vedic texts. The scientists and
technologist have an important role in bringing this change by promoting global oriented morality, ethical
codes, moral education and implementing appropriate international laws of common interests of human
beings in order to preserve all life on earth with Vedic concept of ‘Sarvajan Hitay, Sarvajan Sukhay’.
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The Vedic view on education aimed at the overall development of a person and set vey high
standards of ethical and moral behaviour. Great store was set on education. Upanisads provide a
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comprehensive concept of Vedic education system. This paper tries to find the basic view on education
based on the ten oldest upanisads. Education systems essentially consist of trinity of the teacher, the pupil
and the institution which also includes the curriculum and the methods of teaching. Parents and society also
play a large role in this. So any assessment requires taking consideration of all these elements. The teacher
in Vedic times, though a strict disciplinarian, was caring and affectionate and took charge of the overall
development of the child to make him a useful member of the society. Truthfulness and sharing his
knowledge with a true seeker were his traits. He was always trying to enhance his knowledge, was not
arrogant and was frank to admit about spheres of his ignorance. The pupil had a keen desire for knowledge,
was obedient to the teacher, asked for bhiksya to sustain themselves and to acquire humbleness, tended
to the fire and livestock in the gurukul. They worked hard and studied hard. They were all called
brahmacaris and had to practice abstinence from worldly pleasures. The educational institution was called
Acarya kula where the pupil stayed with his teacher and his family. Normal period of stay was twelve
years but could vary as per requirement.

There were two streams of knowledge- Para and Apara which can be translated as (a) knowledge
of the Supreme Being and means of his realization and (b) knowledge related to Vedic rituals, science of
speech, astronomy, mathematics, logic, ethics etc. which were useful in worldly matters and provided
livelihood. The method of teaching aimed at enhancing the overall mental development of a pupil by
arousing his curiosity and answering his queries leading the pupil from the known to the unknown. At the
time of graduation he was given strict instructions about conducting himself as a responsible and productive
member of the society. Thus education was a lifelong quest for truth and self realization where the teacher,
pupil, scholars and society made their respective contribution. The ideals embedded in the Vedic concept
of education are as relevant today as at the time of their inception.
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Education is which leads a person from unreal (untruth) to real (truth), from darkness to light and
from death to immortality (Brihadaryanyakopnishad I.3.28). In Vedic times education was considered
important. Firstly, to get education it was important to learn alphabets as well as pronunciation of the
alphabets as it was the first step to enter the vast field of materialistic and spiritual knowledge. Knowledge
is of two kinds Para (spiritual) and Apara (materialistic). Secondly, education was essential to repay the
rinas or debts. Third, the sansakaras which were performed to enunciate the education further proves
the importance of education. Moreover during this time one had to spend first twenty five years of one’s
life in the pursuit of getting education while staying at gurukula. In those years one did not get only
education but also learn the lessons of moral values, good behaviour and character building. Rather than
getting knowledge it is more important to be good as Mahabharata is also of the view that ‘he alone is
learned who is righteous’. So in this period besides getting education it was more important to imbibe truth,
non-violence, brahmacharya, equal behaviour to all, self-reliance, fearlessness, politeness and compassion.
On the whole the aim was ‘simple living and high thinking’. Due to stress to get good marks, cases of
suicides, depression and negative tendency in increasing day by day .Though education is not directly
related to moral values and good behaviour but it is supposed that a educated person will act in certain
good way, but that qualities are totally neglected. Moreover in present times too much use of gizmos,
computers and smart phones is further affecting the physical as well as mental health of the students.
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Vedic Literature : A Study
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Vedas are the storehouse of all kinds of knowledge particularly in education with an aim to impart
its moral value to the society. We may refer to all four Vedas as well as brahmanas, upanisads, sutra
literature as well as smriti literature. Woman occupies a high position in the field of education during the
Vedic era. Reflections of moral values were seen in the society too.

45
gedl—{ad W ITSEHIGAT
s, |iket s
qIRToTeH]

AR TSl U FHIfSTeh aRer Bl @iol H 8, forad S8 wif e 9 | ST 1 dey
9 Bl R W HEIHE FHA-9E ¥ S R 8Y AeHd Siigd fddT | | ddard yedl—gadd b
e W I R IS A1aT qm IS @ g & Ufy woedl w1 A BT € | gedi—<gad # |aHiiie
RT3, 0N Ud Al BT o=y fC@rg <al €1 U BANI qwell, WRepfcl, <, AR HaAfamsi anfe
BT AR B, NS IT H TP AT I B BT Aol B A | 01 ¥y < s Hifdd
SHfd PR Al ST 3R IAGRET DI 39d P W® & | I 9RA DI g9 M & g1 & d I
U XGHY Bl IR RGN BRI oA fAva—HgEr™ Bl g9l © A AfQH—FANS B IATGRT BT AR
HRD AMINTD el RIMUT HIAT BT | SIfdre gy, goIl, G3T8d, M, Ha—ld B A1 gedia
P PRI BISHR AN I & AR FAMAT HI FIeR AT 81T |

gedl—ad # g—wrar (it 21 ST I @ S gl & fog A e @1 ST siawd
T IAIE & WA 12115 H U @ TE B f5 gF @ ROl & fORR & FHH S B B
IR &= T UG USIT &1 UTeldh 89T @112Q | Mg Bl Uhdll Mol & U R R ARl 8| U =i
RIS 1 BT b T ST BT SRARMTell, RS Ud HYR BT AMeY— '@ 7 Yol 9 geal \adl aral 9y |
gyt efe gggw ( JUdIE 12.1.16) | ST & FIUHE oH B 6 98 31 w57 H I8 drel Ayl uggedt
qAT &3l B V&N TAT IABT Ul YAl Bl TRE PR | IS B Pxied dhael AlIblel § Yol BT UTel
eI BT ', dfcs ISP YU BRI g b FHI AT IJYSTHIA H T TSI BT T U A RET HRAT
A 2| T IC—9TGAT ST BT MTF § SIS Bl BME Bl & 9 &b dred |

46

Vedic View on Education

Dr. (Ms) Shakuntala Bora
Department of Philsophy, Gauhati University, Guwahati (Assam)

Vedic concept of education involves the broad arena of teaching and learning the entire gamut of
life. The sentiment involved in educating and in receiving education is aptly depicted in the peace invocation:
‘Om. May [He] protect us both. May [Brahman] bestow upon us both the fruit of knowledge. May
we both obtain energy to acquire knowledge. May what we both study reveal the truth. May we

32



cherish no evil feeling towards each other. Om Peace! Peace! Peace!” Education is expressed not just
as achievement of knowledge but also as acquisition of excellence of character in the background of a
harmonious relationship between teacher and student. Learning is not mere knowledge but it is supposed
to lead one to strength and energy. In Brihadaranyakopanisad it is prayed that one may be led from
darkness to light, from mortality to immortality. That education is not one-sided is also expressed by the
statement of Kathopanisad ‘Do not neglect study and teaching.” It becomes clear from this that it is
not enough to acquire knowledge; it has to be further combined with the capacity to communicate the
same. Education implies an all round development of the individual. It teaches each person to respect his
elders. In Taittiriyopanisad when it is invoked that one’s parents, teachers and elders may be gods unto
him. Yet at the same breath it suggests that devotion and respect does not imply blind following when in
the next line it reads ‘the works that are not blameworthy are to be resorted to, not the others. Those
actions of ours that are commendable are to be followed by you, not the others.’
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Pharmacology in Rigveda : A Study

Dr. Shalini Shukla
Associate Professor, Sanskrit, Govt. PG. College, Kotdwara

Vedas are the main source of unearthing a vast knowledge collected in them. ‘Literature is the mirror
of society’- is a very true saying regarding vedas. Vedas are not merely holy books guiding and teaching
morality but their area of knowledge is effective in every realm of life. The first and foremost requisite of
man is to lead a healthy life. A healthy body and role in a proper equilibrium can lead a progressive society.
Being given to spiritual pursuit rather than worldly comforts. Vedas talk about inner and outer fitness of
man. Ayurveda the upveda of Atharveda deals all the branches of health education viz diagnosis and
treatment of ailments through medicine etc. We are indebted to our ancestors who were well aware and
well accustomed to the importance of medicine. The whole ‘Surta’ of Rigveda describes the uses and
importance of medicine in day to day life. An elaborative study of physical and mental health will be
presented through this paper. Rigveda is the main source of writing for this paper although other works
of Vedic literature are discussed according to the context.
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Global Unity in Vedic Education

Prof. Shashi Tiwari
Former Professor, Sanskrit, University of Delhi, & General Secretary, WAVES, India

The preservation and spread of national heritage and culture was one of the most important objects
of Indian educational system. Besides being a source of illumination and self-fulfillment, it emphasized
devotion to social duties and also laid stress on the promotion of happiness of mankind. The ancient
educational system evolved its own appropriate method of study. Kautilya enumerates seven steps of Vedic
study. The numerous subjects of study comprised all sorts of knowledge - material and spiritual. Similarity
of all and unity among all human-beings is a very general concept inter-woven in the whole of the Vedic
literature and later Sanskrit scriptures. By and large there were th™ types of institutions for the spread of
learning during later Vedic period. Debating circles or Parishad was one of them. Takshashila and Naalanda
were two famous seats of learning in ancient India which contributed for the cause of global unity at their
times. They attracted scholars and teachers from different parts of the country and abroad.
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Morality and Education in the Satapatha Brahmana

Ms. Suchitra Roy Acharyya
Department of Sanskrit, University of Calcutta, Kolkata (W.B.)

In the Satapatha Brahmana we get ‘Acaryo garbhi bhavati hastamadhaya daksinam tritiyasyam
sa jayate sabitrya saha brahmana iti’ (11.5.4.12). That means ‘the teacher lays his right hand on the
head of the pupil whereby he is impregnated by him. Within the third night he embryo issues out of the
teacher and being taught the Savitri, obtains true Brahminhood.” While a student comes in touch of the
teacher it seems a spiritual regeneration of a student. ‘Daivyah prajastani mukhato janayate tata etam
Jjanayate’ (11.5.4). That means he is like a divine creature born from his teacher’s mouth. By the spiritual
significance of the ceremony of upanayan or initiation a student attains a new birth who undergoes
brahmacarya. ‘Garbho va esa bhavati yo brahmacaryyamupaiti’ (11.5.4.16). This upanayana or
initiation ceremony is the prelude to student-life known as Brahmacarya. Through this initiation one starts
an ethical life which is very much needed for a social being and society too. Human being must be alert
about his duties. He should be conscious about the saying ‘live and let live’. While we go through the S.B.
we get a graphic picture of the initiated student’s life who enters to the preceptor’s residential institution
where one has to obey the primary injunctions of the Acarya or teacher which are recorded there in. Some
of these injunctions are: (i) From today you are Brahmacari i.e a student observing vows. (ii) Do your
duties. (ii1) Place fuel in the sacred fire. (iv) Be obedient to the teacher. (v) Do not sleep in the day-time.
The whole of the third Brahamana of S.B. (11.3.3) deals with the rites and duties of a student-life. Here
we find the germs of the detailed duties and rites of a student which we meet in the Sutra literature and
smriti texts in the later period. S.B. says ‘Dirghasatram va esa upaiti yo brahmacaryamupaiti’. That
means the student should approach the teacher in a submissive and humble spirit.
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The Ideal Educated Person of the Vedas

Dr. T. Ganesan
Senior Researcher, Saivasiddhanta & Saiva Agama,
French Institute, Pondicherry (T.N.)

The Vedas discuss the fundamental question: ‘what is knowledge?’ Vedic teachings do not constitute
dogmas but are a codified from of reasoning. The man of learning—bahuceruta—is highly venerated and
more so for his conduct and adherence to dharma. The same view is clearely stated by the sages who
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authored the Dharmasiitra-s as evidenced by the Gautamadharmasiitra ( 6.21). It is well known the
Veda-s mainly focus on the importance of moral and ethical values as the foundation for higher spiritual
attainment. Any hymn or a group of hymns can be found to be stressing the utmost importance of morality
and the universal dharma. To know the supreme truth and to follow the universal order are the highest
goals the Vedic sages set for themselves and for mankind. The Vedic Ritam is a spiritual as well as a
psychological conception. It is the true being, the true consciousness, the true delight of existence beyond
this earth. Dharma is law of life and development, and it is the underlying truths of the universe which
mankind as a higher being is supposed to adhere to for its own as well as other’s welfare. It designates
various facets of a value system throughout one’s life. To put it simply, Dharma can be said to be
expressed in the duties and responsibilities of an individual or a community.

The Vedic sages solely aim at a good and blissful life based on Dharma. It is not opposed to reason
but upholds reason as the highest value. To cite an example, during the period of learning or brahmacharya,
every pupil received instructions to speak the truth and live according to Dharma or moral law (Rita).
‘satyam vada . dharmam cara’ are the lofty ideals set forth for the learned in the famous instruction given
by the Acdrya to his pupils. The prayer of the man aiming the highest is as stated in the Rigveda ‘agne
naya supathd rdye asmdn vivvani deva vayunani vidvan’l (1.189., 2). With this outlook the ideally
educated man of the Vedas lived in this world from time immemorial. To tread the righteous path always
is the supreme aim of the educated man. He always wishes that like the sun and moon he will conduct
himself for the welfare of all beings ‘svasti pantham anu carema siiryacandramasayv ival’ (Rigveda
5.51.15). I will highlight these supreme virtues and moral values an educated person of the Vedas prays
for and stands for in his entire life.
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The Significance of Vedic Education and Moral Values
In Modern Period

Mr. Abhineet Kumar Srivastava
Research Scholar, Sanskrit Deptt., Faculty of Arts, B.H.U., Varanasi (U.P.)

The most important contribution of ancient India not only for India but also for the world is in the
field of education. It may also be remembered that education is manifested in the cultural economic,
individual, philosophical, scientific, social and spiritual advancement. In other words, education is the means
for developing the mind for the betterment of an individual and society. No study of the source of Indian
culture, education, philosophy and thought is complete without an adequate acquaintance and understanding
of the ‘Vedic Literature’. The education system which was evolved first in ancient India is known as the
Vedic system of education. Some scholars have sub-divided Vedic Educational period into Rig-Veda
period, Brahman period, Upanishad period, Sutra (Hymn) period, Smriti period etc. but all these period,
due to predominance of the Vedas, there was no change in the aims and ideals of educations.

The ancient education system has been a source of inspiration to all educational systems of the
world. The ingredients, which our present system lacks, and which were the predominant facets of our
ancient system relate to admission policies (Upanayan), monitorial system, low teacher pupil ratio, healthy
teaching surroundings, f* schooling and college education, sympathetic treatment, role of punishment in
discipline, regulation governing student life. In Vedic age students used to lead a simple life. Nowadays the
life style of our young generation has altogether changed they like to lead luxurious and majestic life, full
of fashion and show. They have given up the principle of ‘Simple Living and High Thinking’” and adopted
its reverse principle i.e. ‘High Living and Simple Thinking’. The whole balance of the life is disturbed. In
order to make their life healthy and smooth they should be made to realize the importance of ancient style
of living. There is a wide gap of education between ancient Indian education and modern Indian education.
Still there are several elements of ancient education which can find its place in modern education both in
theory and practice. A present paper highlights these elements of education.
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Universal Objectives of Education Reflected in the

Shikshavalli of the Taittiriyopanishad

Ms. Anakshi Bora
Department of Sanskrit, Gauhati University, Guwahati (Assam)

The modern system of education has been built primarily upon the foundation of ancient educational
ideals. The practices of modern education have been largely influenced by the process of past experiences.
Vedic views are the root of our civilization, so we cannot neglect the sphere of those views from which

our civilization has developed to its present form.
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The Upanishads are the most important part of the Vedic literature. The Upanishads guide the
students through the valuable advices of the preceptors for choosing the correct path in life. That policy
of education had some special characteristics and it is to be note worthy that, it could be connected in
the modern field of education. In this regard we may refer to the Shikshavalli section of the
Taittiriyopanishad where education has been handled as a philosophical policy with the existence of the
teacher in the beginning, the students at the end and the subject of teaching in the middle. Through the
proposed paper an attempt is made to interpret the policy of education reflected in the Shikhsavalli
section and its utilization in modern educational fields.
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Relevance of Vedic Values in Modern System of Education

Dr. Anita Gupta
Teacher’s Trainer, Basic Shiksha Parishad, Lucknow (U.P.)

Education is a continuous and creative process. Its aim is to develop the capacities latent in human
nature and to coordinate their expression for the inrichment and progress of a society, by equpping children
with spiritual, moral and material knowledge. True education releases capacities develop analytical abilities,
confidence in self, will-power and goal setting competencies and instils the vision that will enable him to
become self motivating agent of social change, serving the best interest of the community. To achieve such
aims of education it is felt what the true values enshrined in sacred scriptures like ‘Vedas’ and Upanishads
can give us an appropriate direction. Vedic values provide an angle of vision and a sense of perception
in which the material, moral, physical and spiritual values of life are clearly define and strictly differenciated.
So, Vedas have great practical relevance that can be able to fullfill the most vital duty in this day to purify
our characters, to correct our manners and improve our conduct.

In the Vedic society the spreading of education and knowledge in society is the duty of king as well
as ‘Gurus’. Swami Dayanand takes some concepts for in case of education by defining Varun, Mitra and
Savita as kings. According to this mantra a man says — "If I would be the master of voice and science
then I spread sufficient knowledge to all." Vedas depicts that the main aims of education is to develop
physical, mental & spiritual values in man. At certain places in history, education was a powerful instrument
for profound social transformation.

So, the true education enables an ignorant to a learned, coward a valiant. On the other hand if we
ignore our Vedic educational values the children will turn in to weeds growing wild and become the cursed
infemal t knowing nothing about humanity, modesty, tolerance and mercy etc. I will try to illustrate the
significance and relevance of Vedic values in present system of education in my paper.
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Vedic Views on Uraddhé : Its Relevance

in Modern Perspective

Ms. Bornali Borthakur
Research Student, Sanskrit, Gauhati University, Guwahati (Assam)

Uraddha or respect is very essential to success in life. Basically that work becomes fruitful which
is done devotedly. Without Uraddhd we cannot prosper in our life. This moral thought is stated in the
Rigveda X.151, where Uraddha is worshipped as a deity. Though it is a short hymn comprising of only
six verses yet it carries a great message to us. This Vedic thought is also discussed in the seventeenth
chapter of Urimadbhdgavadgitd and also in the Udntiparva of the Mahdbhdrata. In this paper an
attempt will be made to highlight the thoughts regarding Uraddha as revealed in ancient literatures which
is very important in our day to day life.
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A Note on Rigveda X.117 in the Modern Perspective

Mr. Pranabjyoti Deka
Research Student, Deptt. of Sanskrit, Gauhati University, Guwahati (Assam)

The Rigvedic hymn X.117 underlines the necessity of social obligation, focusing attention on hunger.
The idea sought to be stressed is that gifts ultimately make the donor affluent. A person who does not share
his food with those that need it enjoys it in vain. One who enjoys for himself commits a sin. This hymn,
thus, is a message of philanthropy and humanity. In this hymn a quite strange and moralizing note is struck
that is not found anywhere else. Therefore in this paper, an attempt will be made to highlight the ideas and
thoughts which are very relevant in this modern era.
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Ethical Progress Through Community Singing of Samveda :

A Contemporary Outlook

Ms. Sanskrita Misra
Ph.D. Student, Sanskrit, Lucknow University, Lucknow (U.P.)

Ethics is not a subject but practice. One cannot master it only by studying it; one has to live it too.
Ethical theories, thought important, are incomplete unless they are followed by way of practicing them.
Indian oriental shastras demonstrate a commendable balance between objective theories and interactive
ways of practicing them. That’s where the balance of Rigveda and other Vedas comes into the picture.
In fact they complement each other, which we can see in almost every aspect of life.

During this presentation we’ll primarily limit our scope to balance of Rigveda and Samveda as
theory and practice. From many aspects that they cover, we’ll majorly focus of ethical aspects. We’ll also
touch some of the educational aspects, as in Vedic traditions these two (education and ethics) are very
closely related to each other. Briefly putting : we’ll objectively examine how Samveda and its poetics
(inspired and dependent on Rigvedic theories) helped and guided ethical progress in Vedic society. We’ll
stress more on those ethical aspects which hold greater contemporary significance.

Much of post-Rigveda shashtras is Rigvedic-theories-in-action. Samveda is one of the greatest
shastras in that aspect. That’s why in Shrimadbhagwadgita, a shastra that describes ethics in real word,
Shri Krishna says- ‘Vedanaam Saamavedosmi’. Without undermining other Vedas, it acknowledges
importance of Samveda while practicing ethics in real life. We’ll examine in detail, what ethical progress
was achieved using this, how it transformed in history and in today’s globalised world, what importance
it possesses. We’ll see how practicing Samvedic poetics can help us address some of the major ethical
problems of modern society.
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