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Message

It gives me great pleasure to state that the 25th INDIA CONFERENCE OF WAVES
is being Organized by Wider Association for Vedic Studies (WAVES), a Multidisciplinary
Registered Academic Society in collaboration with Central Sanskrit University, Shri
Raghunath Kirti Campus, Devaprayag, Uttarakhand through Zoom Cloud Meeting from
10th to 12th December, 2021. The earlier sessions of the conference were held in New
Delhi, Shrisailam, Bangalore, Pondicherry, Jaipur, Hyderabad, Vrindavan, Haridwar,
Lucknow, and Varanasi. Belonging to the auspicious period of 75th independence year of
India called \Wﬂﬂjﬁﬁﬂﬂ the present format of Conference is based on an important topic,
namely, “The Concept of Liberty and Equality in Vedic Perspective” (afe® uRileg #

A=Al U4 FAMAT @ 3[@ERvM). Thus, this conference aims at discussing various
aspects of liberty (freedom) and equality (unanimity) among all the living beings covering
the sub-topics related to family, society, kingdom, King, nation, patriotism, economics,
education, culture, religion, philosophy, devotion, liberation etc. as reflected in Vedas as
well as Vedic literature along with all sorts of Sanskrit literature supported by Vedic
thoughts, ideas and concepts.

As | could know from the First as well as the Second Announcement of the
Conference announced on 1st October and 1st December 2021 respectively, the present
conference will consist of several enriched sessions, such as Inaugural session, Panel
discussions, Plenary sessions, Keynote and Valedictory sessions etc. The conference has
plethora of participation from India and abroad. Not only established learned faculties,
but budding research scholars and University students will also be participating online in
a large scale. In addition to that, WAVES-Award-Ceremony will also be an important part
of this Conference. On this very occasion WAVES is publishing the E-souvenir containing
abstracts of the research papers to be presented in different sessions and the same will
be released during the inaugural session of the conference.

I would like to share my thanks best wishes to the Conference Organizing
Committee of both the institutes in general and Prof. Shashi Tiwari, the Coordinator of
this conference and the President of WAVES in particular. | wish a great success of this
mega academic event in the form of 3-days International Virtual Vedic Conference.

M A wgT waar I fvEa-

Prof. Banamali Biswal




1st Lifetime Achievement Awards of WAVES
to Dr. S. Kalyanaraman & Dr. Calyam Prabhakar

Dr. S. Kalyanaraman

Dr. S. Kalyanaraman, is Director, Sarasvati Research Centre
engaged in civilization studies for over 40 decades. He has a Ph.D. in
Public Administration from the University of the Philippines and D.L.itt.
from Deccan College, Pune Deemed University. He has retired as a
Senior Executive of Asian Development Bank after serving there from
1978 to 1995 and on Indian Railways Accounts Services (IRAS) from
1962 and took voluntary retirement to pursue his Indian Civilization
research interests.

Significance of the Life-time work

He has contributed over 2000 monographs on academia.education and published
26 books including titles: Sarasvati Civilization, Rama Setu (Adam’s Bridge), Indian
Lexicon (comparative semantic dictionary of over 25 ancient Indian languages), Epigraphia
Indus Script in 3 volumes, Wealth Accounting for a Nation-Indus Writing. His main
focus of research is on Sarasvati (Indus) Civilization, economic history, script, language
and Vedic studies. He is also active promoting the formation of Indian Ocean Community,
National Water Grid and protection of heritage monuments. Dr. Kalyanaraman’s pioneering
work has completely rewritten the ancient economic history, formation and evolution of
Indian languages and polity of the great Indian Civilization.

Dr. Calyam Prabhakar
Dr. C.L. Prabhakar was born in Tadipatri, a temple town in
Andhra Pradesh .He has a science degree and postgraduate degree in
Sanskrit from Karnatak University, Dharwar and a PhD. degree in
Vedic Studies (Shukla Yajurveda). He was previously accorded the
honor of Vedavaridhi, by Dharma Paripalana Sabha, Bangalore. He
retired as a Professor of Sanskrit in 2000. He is a visiting Professor of
the Hindu University of America (HUA), Orlando USA. He has been
the Chief Editor of the Annual Souvenirs of NVAK by name VedaGanga and Editor of the
Monthly Bulletin of the NVAK by name VedaNadaSarit.

Significance of the Life-time work

In 1994, he founded Nada Vedaadhyayana Kendra (NVAK), in Bangalore to impart
knowledge, training and recitation of Veda mantras. In 1998, Prof. Prabhakar inaugurated
the Bangalore Chapter of WAVES. Ever since, the spirit, culture, and academics of Vedas,
Sangita and the Sanatana Dharma programs have been held by him under the banner of
WAVES and NVAK. He has many publications in the form of Articles and Books on
various disciplines of Veda, Nada, Epics and Classical Sanskrit. The metrics in the outcomes
of these activities are spectacular—hundreds of talks organized, thousands of chanting and
singing lessons taught, hundreds of community events organized, thousands of students
engaged, thousands of pages of monthly newsletters and annual journals released, and the
list goes on and on.




Summary of Keynote Speech
The Concept of Liberty and Equality
in Vedic Perspective

The word liberty is a bit tricky to use in Vedic parlance. It is not exactly swatantrata,
but could be closure to sweksha. It is different from freedom which is one of the features
of all that is vyakta (expressed) in the entire universe, be it material or the man. The
material world is expanding entropically since its origin, starting with the big bang to free
the energy and material over time and distance. Material world in short time range
disintegrates for freedom into molecules, atoms, or subatomic particles, which subsequently
associate in various combinations. Humans on the other hand are defined as intelligent
beings, and thus express themselves intelligently through language, art, dress, food habits,
and ideas, including philosophies or darshanas in case of the Dharmic/Vedic traditions.

The Vedic concept of living in the moment implies that one could see changes from
moment to moment. A human being needs to train himself or herself to realize oneself
from moment to moment, in a detached and unbiased manner. The knowledge of self
provides the freedom to act according to one’s nature, and one also develops capacity to
accept the consequences without fear, anxiety, or stress. Thus, it is the knowledge of self
that needs to be promoted through Yoga and meditation. Sweksha on the other hand
suggests a link to the desire, which could limit one’s freedom. Equality is possible only
when one is free, sweksha can bind people to different things, and may in fact lead to
inequality in approaching things in this world. Equality can be attained by realizing
swadharma by swadhyay, not as a right as is being touted these days in political circles.

Vedas emphasize on duties, and when the karma is performed as one’s duty, all
appropriate rights are secured through the understanding of its phala or consequences.
Demanding equal rights was necessitated because of the colonial concept of exploitation
that comes from biblical concept of chosen people, faith based salvation through religion,
and the suppression and torture of beings in the name of God. Equality is attained when
one establishes oneself in the self for an equally attained mental and physical health.
Freedom of being oneself, freedom of expression, freedom of senses, and freedom of
action are the practices that Vedic traditions promote, and that provides freedom of karma
which provides karmaphala equally without any discrimination.

Professor Bal Ram Singh
Professor and President, School of Indic Studies,
Institute of Advanced Sciences, Dartmouth, MA 02747
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ENGLISH ABSTRACTS

1
Intellectual Freedom in Ancient India

Ajil Kumar N.S.
BA Sanskrit Student, Sree Sankara College, Kalady, Kerala
ajilkumar48@gmail.com

Intellectual freedom is the right to freedom of thought and of expression of thought. As defined
by Article 19 of the universal declaration of human rights. It is a human right. Article 19 states
“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold
opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas though any media
and regardless of frontiers. Intellectual freedom can be categorised into (1) Freedom to not believe
something without evidence (2) Freedom to not oppose something without experience. The Vedas says
on intellectual freedom is ‘combining the two things—Indra’s obsession with getting rid of anything
that obstructs a free flow and the importance of diversity in thoughts and actions. We get a very
rudimentary idea of freedom in the Rigveda as the ‘Right to thought and the right to action’. Hinduism
says about the freedom from five—violence (ahimsa), want (asteya), exploitation (aparigraha), violation
or dishonour (avyabhichara) and from early death and disease (armitatva and arogya). Human
development is the most important factor of welfare improvement where the freedom is an essential
instrument to archive it. The purpose of this paper is to investigate freedom concept in different ideas
and emphasize the role of freedom to access human development.

2
The System of Government in the Light of the

Vedic Literature and Its Present Relevance: A Study
Anirban Chakraborty
Assi. Prof., Sanskrit, Udaynarayanpur Madhabilata Mahavidyalaya, Howrah, West Bengal
anirbanc153@gmail.com

The Vedas are the source of Hindu culture, the pinnacle of Aryan civilization. World-renowned
Indian philosophies are embaded in the Vedas. Veda is the eternal accumulation of Hinduism, the
motivation of its action, the radiance of its consciousness. Along with spiritual theories, various
images of the social system of the time have been reflected in Vedic literature. We find the election
of the king of that period, the duties of the monarchy, the composition of the cabinet, the finances,
and the policy of taxation in the Vedic literature. When discussing the system of administration of the
modern state, it is seen that the Vedic system has been followed either directly or indirectly. In the
nineteenth chapter of the Atharvaveda, the word ‘states’” and ‘country’ are mentioned. The application
of the plural to the word state is evident from the fact that there were many states at that time.

Although details about the names and sizes of those states are not available— FergemIife IH¥g
T ¥ FARERE 9 W Hr | ¥ Al FEEr A IgesT QOgE: 9 A wag 1 (AV 19.9.9)
Here, the word ‘&9IIo¥7f: is used to pray for protection from future crises and natural calamities in
the country. The modern system of administration still follows the ancient electoral policy. In this
paper, | would like to describe the system of government described in Vedic literature and its present
relevance.




3
Notion of Liberty and Equality in Isha Upanishad
Dr. (Mrs.) Asha Rani Tripathi
Formerly Head of the Sanskrit, Sankardev College, North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong
ashatripathil2@yahoo.com

The two words “liberty” and “equality” are complementary to each other. In order to maintain
good health of society it becomes obligatory to assert the right of individuals so that they may lead
a free life. Only equality can provide freedom but for providing freedom and equality certain parameters
have to be followed. Ish Upanishad has propagated the theory of karma for regulating equality among
members of society. God has no power to grant a desirable life to anyone. An individual has to observe
the karmas carried out by a particular person. It is karma which is regarded as bringing equality
among common beings. The fruits of karma make a man independent and grants harmonious life to
all.

4

The Concept of Freedom in Vedic Literature
Bhagyalakshmi K.
BA Sanskrit student, Sree Sankara College, Kalady. Kerala
bhagyameenammal@gmail.com

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), which affirms the dignity and rights of
all human beings, is in accordance with and affirmation of the dignity, duties and rights mentioned
in the ancient Vedic literature. Today, the Constitution of India partakes a chief role in ensuring the
freedom of every member of society invariable of caste, creed, creed, color or gender. The Right to
Freedom (Act 19) is one of the Fundamental Rights guaranteed by the Constitution of India. The
manuscript seeks to decode the human rights principles hidden in the Scriptures.

The concept of ‘Dharma’ played a dominant role in giving equal justice and just freedom to
all human beings in the Vedic period. The Brihadaranyak Upanishad declares Dharma to be paramount,
and when strengthened by the strong power of the king, it enables the weak to overcome the strong
(1.4.14). The Mahabharata (Anusasanaparva 61.32-33) calls on the people to revolt against the tyrannical
dictator and oppressor of the king. Traditional Vedic solutions to problems related to the political and
social spheres surrounding the concept of the Vedic monarchy. The Vedic king was a sovereign, but
not a dictator, and there were many checks and balances in place to prevent him from becoming a
dictator. The secularism in the Vedic scriptures is conducive to the fair conduct of state affairs by
keeping in mind the welfare of the people without any discrimination.

5

Vedic Literature and Legal Education: Resonance and Dissonance
Dr. Bhupesh Rathore
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, Law Center 11, University of Delhi, Delhi
radhika.babra30@gmail.com

Law and legal education have roots in normative understandings of custom and contract in legal
philosophy. Legal education and law schools are often influenced by disseminating legal information
and conducting ‘legality’ itself, using past sources such as Vedic scriptures and other religious books.
This paper aims to study the role of Vedic literature in the legal education system in India, owing to
the institutional and disciplinary roots that the latter inherits from the former. Using qualitative
analysis, secondary data and literature have been analyzed, and an assessment of secondary content




from various sources such as journals, news articles, websites, social blogs, books, published and
unpublished manuscripts has been undertaken. The study explores the complex ways in which ancient
Vedic literature and contemporary legal frameworks, including its dissemination in the form of education,
intersect at various vital nodes, such as the level of acceptance of universal human and civil rights
based on citizenship.

How different facets of present-day legal education diverge from the normative understandings
and ideals in Vedic literature has also been studied. Thus, the paper provides a holistic experience of
the dissonances and the resonances that Vedic literature has with modern-day legal education.
Manuscripts and other archaic secondary sources have also been analyzed to gauge the extent to which
modern legal systems accept Vedic legalism at a philosophical, infrastructural, and ideological level.
Study also tried to find out the areas where legal education differs from or has discarded specific
values which are no longer coherent to the existing ideals of the contemporary Indian State. The paper
attempts to form linkages between the relic and the new and the multiple ways in which both intersect
at essential junctures of legalism in India.

6

Contentment Beyond Contours of Consciousness
Brig (Dr.) J.S. Rajpurohit
Ex-Head of Behavioural Sciences, College of Defence Management, India
&
Col. Prof. (Dr.) J. Satpathy
Prof., Srinivas University & Visiting Professor, Management University of Africa, Kenya
jsr1989@gmail.com

Currently, human resources are under colossal pressure to ascertain their value, facing severe
demands to create an innovative, result-oriented workforce. Personal or professional engagement of
individuals will have a long-lasting effect on the environment. Human behaviour has shades of both
contentment and discontentment, leading to love and hate relationships. The material world with
consumerism, profit, economic greed and a cut-throat mindset affects humans in significant proportions
and dimensions. Each situation brings in specific thoughts that give a sense of fulfilment or create a
gap or vacuum. These judgements create emotions that impact individual behaviour. The behaviour
affects the surrounding environment and society, leading to feelings that enthuse contentment or
otherwise. The world perceives contentment uniquely, and there is no empiricism to prove or disprove
the all-pervasive mindset. How does the mind even reach a state of equilibrium with no registered
primary or secondary experiences and conclusive evidence?

Mindfulness connects the conscious inner self with the universality or the ultimate existence of
life on the planet or maybe with the entire spectrum of life in the universe. The mind continues to
be connected to the universal truth mired by the pleasures and pains of life. Equilibrium within oneself
through balancing the Trigupa traits of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas may provide an insight into the
understanding of personal feelings and emotions.

Avre all these experiences related to consciousness? Is there a way to free oneself from negative
feelings and emotions? Can you be never affected or bothered by worldly pains to always remain in
a state of bliss and contentment? Recent research on psychological well-being has identified the
psychosocial dynamics of human contentment.

The purpose of the paper is to find the intertwining seismic between engagement as a calling,
self-efficacy, emotional intelligence, resilience, and optimistic explanatory style to find the answer to
what happens if engagement is considered not just a means of earning money.

This paper will attempt to discuss contentment in the domain of consciousness and how can it
transcend to the higher levels of unconsciousness that will enable humans to achieve contentment
beyond the contours of consciousness.




-
Views on the Concept of Liberty and Equality in Veda
Dr. C.L. Prabhakar
President, WAVES. Bangalore Chapter & Director, Nadaveda Adhyayana Kendra, Bangalore
clprabhakar@gmail.com

Vedas are generic for many positive concepts, solutions for problems human and divine and
more. The instruction is: one must aspire to live full years of life with greater percentage of happiness
couched with the licenses, liberty, and equanimity and more, in positive way with a spiritual tinge.
Health would also be sound. Yajurveda exhorts a prayer to Rudra Bhagavan thus, ‘sugam ca me
sayanam ca me susha came Yajnenena kalpantam’. This is accomplishable through divine grace and
human endeavors with positivity and confidence. Every being born is free. He has liberty and equanimity
in the society to achieve heights and practice rights. Liberty and Equanimity are age old features
enjoyed by people. Circumstances and behavior, character and conduct, contexts etc., make them vary.
This paper would cite a few saktas from RV and YV to express that the Vedic seers always offered
the advantages of the blessed features to mankind and constantly encouraged them to check, mend and
adopt principles of value, validations and lifestyles in respect of food habits, professional excellences.

Readily we have the Aikamatya sakta (RV 10.190.1-4). Its contents indicate what a human being
is possessing and various assets in the form of liberty, equanimity with a goal for peace and prosperity—
‘samgacchadhvam, samvadadhvam, sam vo manamsi Janatam, samitih samaani, samanam mantrah,
samanam manah, sahacittam, samanee aakutih, samani hrudayani, samanamastu vo manah’. In this
instruction spree, the sakta mentions the gods to be our models whose nature and behavior which is
filled with liberty and equanimity.

In addition to this some more mantras are cited in the paper to illustrate that from the Vedic
perspective these two features are the birth rights which must be guarded, understood, and practiced
so that life on Earth would be a joy and peace.
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Veda are the First Word of Civilized Person on the Earth
Prof. Chandra P. Trivedi
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‘Heaven is your Sire, your Mother Earth, Soma magnetic energy your Brother, Aditi Nature
your Sister; seeing all, unseen, keep still and dwell ye happily’ (RV 1.191.6). The Creation has evolved
from fundamental energy, under the laws of thermodynamics. Einstein’s equation E=Mc2. The
fundamental energy is working with its dualistic force Phonon and Photon. The phonon is immortal
and the photon undergoes synthesis and degradation with time. The immortal phonon has created the
Aditi Nature and held up all existing life. Aditi is heaven, Aditi is mid-air, Aditi is the mother the Sire
and son. Aditi is all Gods, Aditi five classed men, Aditi all that has been and shall be born
(RV 1.89.10). Life has evolved from single DNA with genetic recombination and cell division. Life
is the trinity of three immortals. DNA A body formed for flight hast thou, O charger; swift as the wind
in motion is thy spirit.

Thy horns are spread abroad in all directions: they move with the restless beat in
wildernesses (RV 1.163.11). Sun is the Soul and eye of the Creation (RV 1.115.1). Earth is one Family
Life is One, Veda emphasized liberty and equality for all existence.
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Seeding Liberation Within and Equality Among Us: Vedas
Charan JS Manektala
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At its core, Vedic wisdom blossoms within us a sense of fulfillment, because it seeds liberation
within and equality among us. Liberty is the state of being free from control or restrictions, while
liberation is the act of setting someone free. Following Vedic wisdom, one achieves liberation within,
and thus while still living in a social framework, one experiences freedom from its control and
restrictions. Vedic wisdom alerts us of our nature (Svabhav), informs us of our gifts of Para Prakriti,
a higher dimension of our nature, and our abilities to overcome the intrinsic tendencies or Apara
Prakriti. Perform work, Ishavasya Upanishad guides us as there is no escape from it, but let the work
not cling (Lipyate) to you, which in turn will seed liberation within you. Ishavasya Upanishad then
takes us a step further, by asserting, “he alone sees, who sees all beings and forms in self, and sees
self in all beings thereafter”, and thus seeds equality among us.

Having experienced such, one is filled with the sense of fulfillment, as if senses (Indriya) have
withdrawn from its pursuits, as if its intrinsic nature (Svabhav) has been dullened. Author shall
explore Rsr’s original intent to facilitate liberation from any intrinsic or interactive domains and
promote equality at the level of social rights, status, and opportunities. Author shall further assert that
Vedic wisdom emphasizes that everyone is born with an equal potential, equipped with what he or she
needs, and that upon tapas and austerities he or she realizes the state of being free. This paper shall
refer to Ishavasya, Taittiriya, Aitareya and Katha Upanishads. It may highlight select verses from
Bhagavad Geeta. It shall attempt to establish continuity and validity of thought leadership by citing
select scientific research articles.
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Mapping Value of Education (VoE), Intricately Linked
to the Values of Vedic Essence with

New Normal Mentorship
Chhavi Arora
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The Success of a mentoring program rests on the shoulders of an experienced and motivated
Mentor. Proper mentorship program skills must be developed or inculcated while mentoring the
mentee. The glory or beauty of a relationship can only be achieved if it is equally shared with the
mentee, this helps in strengthening the respect of the relation. National Education Policy 2020 has
focussed on “Strengthening Holistic and Value Based Education’ for all.

According to the demand of the Education Industry, this paper reflects the comparative of the
last two National Education Policies to bring out the best evaluation of the same. The objective of
this paper is to evaluate a need of a Value based Education System as it was there in our epic
Mahabharata wherein shishya excels its talent before he leaves his gurukul, his mentor, with a remarkable
growth of talent in his personality. In the relationship of a mentor and disciple there should be faith
mutually to comprehend the variety of difficulties in their journey, which helps them to grow and
shape them into better individuals.

Mahabharata contains values and ideas which could become the basis for Sound Educational
Philosophy.
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Emphasis on the Communication in Vedic Literature
Dr. Dhiraj Shukla
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Communication is an essential part of bringing people closer and making better understanding
among them. People and society need to express their views and thoughts. Communication is a natural
phenomenon. In modern era no entity can sustain without communication. Members of the society are
interdependent for their needs. Modern communication scholars have identified the role of
communication specifically mass communication to inform, educate and empower people. Modern
democracies give guaranty to its citizens for freedom of expression and thoughts. Indian constitution
also gives the freedom of speech and expression under Article 19(1)(a) to its citizens. It is a fundamental
right. It signifies that freedom of expression of thoughts and views is a core value of democracy and
development.

This research paper tries to trace to find out that what were the views about expression of
thoughts in ancient India. The paper makes an effort to provide an Indian orientation about
communication. This will help to understand communication process with Indian perspective. This is
an exploratory research. The study is based on secondary data.
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Gender Equality in Vedic Perspective
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Gender equality is a fundamental human right. It is also known as sexual equality or equality
of sexes, ensuring equal opportunities for all. Gender equality is more than equal representation,
which is strongly tied to women rights. Women in the society are often cornered and are refrained
from getting equal rights as men to education, decision-making and economic independence. Gender
equality means that the different behaviour and aspirations and needs of men and women are considered,
valued and favoured equally. In the early Vedic age had an abundance of moral and liberal values
prevailing in the society. All scholars today agree without a doubt that women in ancient India held
an elevated position. Many of the Vedic Rsi’s were women.

The prophets Gargi composed several Vedic hymns. Other Vedic hymns are attributed to
Vishwawarg, Siktg and others. Veda also has the solution of the Gender inequality. Gender equality,
equality between men and women, entails the concept that all human beings, both men and Women
are free to develop their personal abilities and make choices without the limitations. Rigvedic hymns
were revealed to over 414 Rsis out of which, 29 are ladies Rsikas implying gender equality. Presence
of so many Rsikas in Rigveda proves that Almighty God himself considered woman fit enough,
qualified and eligible to receive divine revelations.

It is very evident that ancient Indians practised the so-called liberal values of gender equality
since ages.
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Liberty through Karmayoga
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Everyone wants happiness and peace. From the very beginning of creation everyone seeks
happiness. But there is no peace without liberty or freedom. what is freedom? It has several faces—
freedom from another country, freedom from another state, freedom for education etc. But in the Vedic
perspective freedom means a complete removal of sorrows and it is a state of peace. The complete
freedom gets only through the liberation or mok™a. This is the concept of Bharata. Mind is the reason
for attachment and liberation—‘#= Vg #g=rom vv g=rierdl’ If we control our mind and keep
in stillness, we can experience liberty and happiness. This is the real and permanent freedom. Karmayoga
is the most powerful tool for control the mind. Through karmayoga, mind will under our control and
it leads to complete freedom. In this way we don’t have any attachments with anything. So, it helps
to attain freedom.
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Spiritual Potential of World’s Top Languages
His Holiness Dr. Jayant Balaji Athavale & Mr. Sean Clarke
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Maharshi Adhyatma Vishwavidyalay, Goa
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Out of over 6500 languages in the world, only a handful of languages have gained popularity
over the centuries for various reasons. However, are these top languages spiritually beneficial as well?
Using aura and subtle-energy scanners along with the advanced sixth sense of its research team, the
Maharshi University of Spirituality analysed the spiritual potential of the 12 most spoken languages
and their scripts. A spiritually positive sentence was translated into these languages and the vibrations
from each were analysed. Further, subjects were asked to listen to audios of the same sentence in these
languages for 10 minutes each and the effect on their auras was studied. Later, two phonemes (i.e.,
/m/ and /a/) from the scripts of the topmost languages were analysed similarly. It was found that out
of the top 12 languages in the world, Hindi and the Devanagari script emitted the most positive
vibrations and the subjects’ auras were influenced accordingly. Amongst the Devanagari script, it was
found that Sanskrit emitted the best vibrations even though it is spoken by less than 15,000 people.
Language is an important means of communication. The script, grammar, phonetics and their meaning
all add or subtract from the positivity of this important medium. Anything which has the potential to
change an aura will affect the way people think and behave. Sattva, Raja and Tama should be the basis
for assessing languages equally and impartially. Understanding this concept can help one to include
spiritually positive languages in the linguistics curricula.
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Prayers for Family Bonding in Veda
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Mundkopnishad categorise Vedas as apara vidya amongst two types of vidya as it quotes—
TAISYRT | T 9 glare & [de) dfede #7dal J9da: HHAGISIdda e deul bRy [Fvth o

& 15




SIfarfafa 11.1.4. On this account four Vedas contains subject matter which is helpful to live mundane
life easily. Looking into the subject matter of Veda we find topics related to practical wisdom. For
instance, bhiksu sdkta and aksa sakta preaches practical wisdom. Here we found numerous prayers
for health, wealth, prosperity and complete happiness. In this too, Atharvaveda narrates mundane life
topics more than three other Vedas as per Atharvavedabhasya bhamika. Considering the opinion of
Mundokpnishad and Atharvavedabhasya bhamika, this paper aims to discuss Vedic saktas which is
related to the betterment of temporal life. This paper aims to discuss Atharvaveda 3.30. It talks about
the construction of family bonding. Family is the smallest unit of the society. Subsequently healthy
families form healthy society and healthy society construct a good nation. Keeping in view the
importance of interpersonal healthy family relation, this paper is to discuss 3.30 AV with various
aspects.
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Independent Women of Liberal Vaidika Bharata
(Vaidika Foundations of Feminism)
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Assistant Professor, Sanskrit, Daulat Ram College, University of Delhi, Delhi
kavi30sh@gmail.com

Often criticized for its pro-masculine mentality, Vedas offer us the epitomes of feministic role
models in the form of free and independent, self-dependent and decision-making women like Gargi,
Maitreyi, Katyayani, Ghosha, 11a and many others. The Vaidika women had the ability to

e express her sover\\eign creativity, determinations and dreams, for the emancipation of self
and the society

e communicate, express, argue effectively and impressively with others.

e take care of her welfare herself.

These women were contented in their chosen way of lives and are assertive enough to demand,
struggle for and acquire their right to participate and indulge in creative and contributing discourses
and dialogues as in Yaj avalkya—Gargi dialogue, etc. They are powerful, expressive and in control of
their individuality and do not shy away from expressing their wishes, aspirations and objections well
expressed in the saktas revealed to the female Rsikas. They are the bearers of the social responsibilities
and leaders in social, intellectual and spiritual lives. They are aware of their strengths and are accepting
of their caring, nurturing and emotional nature. They are realistic and neither compete with their male
counterparts nor feel themselves to be inferior to anyone. They are the embodiment of powers of
various kinds as depicted in the saktas like Vak etc as revealed to the male rishis. These free self-
reliant women of Vaidika times are the examples of what feminism aspires in present times. Hence,
Vedas provide the right approach to achieve gender equality.
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In the Vedas: the Reign of Freedom
Koenraad Elst
Distinguished Scholar of Indic Studies, Belgium
koenraad.elst@gmail.com

As Marxist historian Shereen Ratnagar wrote, Vedic society did not yet have the socio-economic
conditions for a regimented compartmentalization like the caste system. The Arya Samaj reformists
were right in asserting that caste is un-Vedic, not because the Vedas opposed caste, as they themselves
did, but because they simply didn’t conceive of it. Even the Purusha Sakta, often deemed a later




interpolation into the very youngest book of the Rigveda, doesn’t mention the two defining elements
of the caste system, viz. hereditary profession and endogamy. It only acknowledged a functional
differentiation in advanced societies, which is then integrated following the corporatist model held in
common with other societies (upheld e.g., in the Roman Republic by Menenius Agrippa and by St
Paul, who founded the Social Doctrine of the Church). Certainly, there must have been inequality in
the Vedas, but it was not cast in stone. We can compare it to the role division between the sexes.

Yes, men are likely to be more ambitious and more science-oriented than women—on average.
But there are women who in this respect are more like men. In post-Vedic and premodern Hinduism,
as in Christianity (with no female Church Father’s in sight) and Islam, these women were blocked and
the presumed female average was imposed on all of women. By contrast, Vedic society had room for
a Gargi who could hold her own in debate with Rsi Yajiavalkya. Similarly, in respect of classes,
society shows a certain inertia, with people tending on average to follow in their parents’ footsteps,
but Vedic society showed no objection to Rishis from a non-Rishi background. Modern Hindu discourse
tends to be defensive about equality in Hindu society, trying to fit it into the Procrustean bed of purely
modern notions of equality. Such standard is never imposed on budding Christianity and Islam, but
Hindus join their detractors in unhistorical trying to live up to it. The source texts give a far more
relaxed and convincing picture of the social equation.
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Human Rights in Vedic Literature: An Overview
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Human beings are rational. By virtue of being human they possess certain basic and inalienable
rights commonly known as human rights. The history of mankind is marked by efforts to ensure for
the dignity of human rights. These human rights have a special significance in the changing scenario,
especially in Vedic period. This notion is particularly reflected when one seeks to explore the inherent
values laid down in Vedic texts. The philosophers of Vedic period believed that human rights were
based on mankind increasing demand for life in which the inherent dignity and worth of each human
beings deserved to receive respect and protection. Prime importance of these rights was in the rich
Indian legacy of, ‘The world is one family’.

Even Vedas including Upanishads; Shruti were the primordial sources of dharma which is
compendious term for all human rights and duties, the observance of which was regarded as essential
for securing peace and happiness to individuals and society as well.
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Moksatatva on the light of the Brhadaranyakopanisad
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The Bnhadaranyakopanisad occupies a specific place among the Upanisads. This Upanisad is
regarded as the greatest one among the other Upanisads by its size and content. The seventeenth kanda
or book of the Kanva recension and the ‘chapter four to nine in the fourteenth book of the Madhyandina
recension of the Satapathabrahmana of Suklayajurveda is called Brhadaranyakopanisad. Among different
topics found in the Upanisads related to the world and life, they mainly discuss the brahman, jiva,
moksa, atmatatva etc.

Here in this paper a modest attempt is made to find out the concept of liberation or moksa
delineated in the Brhadaranyakopanisad.
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Over the years, moral philosophers have been struggling to address and resolve the problem
related to some fundamental ethical questions. Contemporary philosophers hardly agree among
themselves to admit the rationale that makes an ethical action good or bad. There is no universally
accepted ethical principle to determine the nature of good, equality, justice, etc. It seems modern
theorists have tried to examine an ethical action or ethical situation from a limited perspective without
acknowledging the multidimensional aspects of a moral agent and his action. Swami Vivekananda’s
universal ethics, on the other hand, seems to provide us with a profound and comprehensive
understanding of ethical laws. Even if his intention was never to develop a systematic account of
ethical laws yet his observations have tremendous relevance even today in analyzing contemporary
theories and laws of ethics. The uniqueness of his approach is that he has employed the age-old Vedic
ideas to address the modern challenges and has shown how morality is intertwined with spirituality
and religion. He was critical to accept any absolute distinction between religion and morality, between
man and woman, between individual beings and the universe, and so on. Morality is the expression
of our inner purity and divinity that enables us to realize the ultimate oneness and freedom. He thus
emphatically says, ‘Ethics itself is not the end, but the means to the end’. This attitude of Swami
Vivekananda is not biased rather he gives us a bigger goal to justify why should one be moral.

The paper thus argues that the philosophy of the Upanishads is not just about the abstract
metaphysical problems, it incorporates the root of ethical values that Swamiji has successfully unfolded
in this modern age.
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In the advancement of science and technology, the supersonic satellite communication has
transformed the world into a global village. We can able to get instant news of incidents that has taken
place in any corner of the world. Given the enormous possibilities for peace and harmony between
fellow human beings, it is expected that we can live without any turmoil. Yet, strangely, conflicts
between people of different castes and creed are seen to be increasing day by day, which is not a good
sign for the mankind. It is; therefore, the deep-seated desire of man is for a world, which can ensure
communal harmony. The Vedas are the earliest monumental works of India, where the universal
message of brotherhood is revealed. This is evident from a popular verse of the Rigveda, which
states—* WA G SR WAHAT QA1 T | WATAYG al 74 T 9 et | (United be your
purpose, harmonious be your feelings, collected be your mind, in the same way as all the various
aspects of the universe exist in togetherness, wholeness). The Vedas exerted influences on the individual
and it aimed at upbringing of a man for the progress of the community as a whole. The Rigveda
teaches us—* Hj’#fr be a sublime man. In the present paper, our endeavour will be to discuss the
message of communal harmony as envisaged in the pages of the Rigveda.
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The duality of man-woman was created right at the beginning of the creation of the universe.
Certain genetic qualities and their actions are naturally associated with every creation of the creator,
the Paramatma. Human beings should not interfere with this principle of creation; rather they should
act in accordance with this code of conduct. All actions that go against these principles, though they
may seem to be successful in the beginning, turn pernicious later. Man and Woman are endowed with
certain behavioral traits, unique and common to both the genders.

The creator has given the greatest honour to woman by embedding the organ responsible for
creating life, i.e.,, Motherhood. This has to be revered and celebrated in the world. It is revealed in
the Taittiriyopanisad that the first and foremost honour is accredited to the mother as ‘Matr dévo
bhava’, followed by father as ‘Pitr dévo bhava’, then guru, ‘Acharya dévo bhava’, and then to the
guest, ‘Atithi dévd bhava’. The Vedas has laid down rules and regulations especially to describe the
duties of the man and woman in their grhasthasram, i.e., after their marriage.

It may even be appropriate to claim that the Sanatana Dharma accords more importance and
honour to a woman than to a man. In the Atharvaveda and in the Manusmrti, a comprehensive way
of life is attributed to man and woman. This article further elaborates on the salient features revealed
in the Vedas and other later texts.
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The term ‘equality” signifies a qualitative relationship. Modern society is surrounded by the
thoughts of inequality, which includes the problem of social inequality, caste inequality, gender inequality,
racial inequality etc. Vedas are the one which consists in itself the solution of all problems of
inequality related with the society. Vedas talk about equality and brotherhood—“a‘gﬁfr BCIPH” Was
the motto of Vedic civilization. All had equal opportunity in all walks of life in Vedic civilization.
There are many Vedic hymns which command equality of all by birth and unity and harmony among
them—“F&ETT 7= AfAfa: @ (RV 10.191.3). Vedas are also helpful in diminishing the major
social evils such as caste inequality and gender inequality etc.—“HH= @ SR FHAT g1

g:” RV.10.191.4 ‘Common be your intension, common be (the wishes of) your heart, common be
your thoughts, so that there may be thorough union among you.’

The “Varna’ system in ‘Purusha Sakta’ has caused many misconceptions in today’s society.
According to Bhagvatgita (5.18) “faenfamaviag~ sreror Tfd gRafy| g @lg vaure @ gfosar
TG 7

This means that all are equal to Brahman, whether Brahman or Shudra. Veda also has the
solution of the Gender inequality. Veda gives the concept that all human beings, both men and women
are free to develop their personal abilities and make choices without the limitations.
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The concept of Ni*kama Karma is one of the central notions of Srimad-bhagvad-gita. It
presents the idea of karma that is not binding, rather elevating. In the Vedic and Upanisadic texts we
do not find the express mention of the term. Some authors have even questioned the presence of the
doctrine of Karma in the Vedas and early Upani”ads, rather the emphasis is primarily and plainly on
the ritualistic Karmas with doubtful or no ethical implication. | would like to argue in the paper that
though it is true that the term Niskama Karma finds no explicit mention in the Vedic and Upanisadic
literature, the spirit of Niskama Karma is not only present in their teachings, it has also been eulogised
there. It is there in the germinal form, so much so that a preliminary reading of these before the
reading of the Gita would make the ideas developed in the latter look less surprising. | would like to
argue here from two main aspect. First is the implicit presence of this idea in spirit and essence, and
second, in the notion of agency where the idea of saksi-bhava appears to be a clear precursor to the
idea of an udasina agent for the practice of Niskama Karma.
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The Vedic seers were great thinkers practicing science. The concept of modern human rights
draws heavily from the natural laws of liberty and equality. United Nations adopted the UDHR
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights) in 1948. The UDHR has codified and standardized the rights
of individuals on liberty and equality into international law for every human being. The resonance of
high ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity could be aurally perceived in the couplets of Vedic
literature. Rigveda (RV) verbalizes that human actions and thoughts are diverse in nature and prays
for noble noetic thoughts to come to humans from all sides and spread across the universe. RV invokes
deities for the liberty of body (tan), shelter (skirdhi), and life (jibhasi). This is the reverberation of
high ideals of liberty advocated by all the human rights bodies. RV calls for parity and unity of all.
According to RV, no one is either superior or inferior, all are brothers and people should work for each
other’s interest and thus progress collectively. (RV 5.60.5). The Vedic concept of creation of life and
working is based on natural laws of equality in Jada and Chetan having origin from two primal
sources—Energy and Space. Kanad Rsi and nuclear scientists (Vedic physicists) also have stated
atomic and sub atomic particles (fundamental particles of matter, kadas) consist of electrons, protons,
neutrons, quarks, originated from these to primal sources (tatvas).

The Vedas could form the very potential basis for the modem science as research into the Vedic
concepts gain momentum by use of advanced scientific instruments.

Environmental awareness speaks volumes for the Vedas that advocates living in consonance
with nature which the modern science is in the process of rediscovering.

The Vedas and modern science may urge upon men to work with natural law of liberty and
equality together to serve suffering humanity.
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Whenever we talk about equality in our Bharat, the first thought that crops up into our mind
is that of how we have been a caste-ridden, patriarchal society and how inequality rules. This thought
has been imprinted into our minds especially in the last 100 years thanks to atrocity literature and
westernized thought process. We automatically think of the worst and feel that Sanatan Dharma a.k.a.
Hinduism needs a lot of reform especially with respect to patriarchy. That evidence to the contrary
lies in front of our eyes via our stories, our sculptures, art forms, etc. doesn’t register in our mind at
all.

In this paper. | shall try to show that Bharatiya husbands in our ancient tradition did a lot to
express their love and respect to their wife and that in no way did they treat their wife as someone
unequal to them or below them in status. In fact, they took the words ‘Ardhangini’ and ‘Saha-dharma
Patni’ very seriously. Sri Rama’s story stands as the prime example of this. But He is not the only
one—we have Shiva, Bheema, Nala, Yajfiavalkya, Vasishtha and many more who by their actions
teach us to be respectful to their better halves. They also indulged in work which people traditionally
thought of as only fit for the womenfolk, and also encouraged their wives to do that which was
traditionally thought of as only belonging to the men’s domain.

Yes, it would have been great if stories hammered this point home blatantly, but Hindu dharma
is all about choices and duty.
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Every human being, in all stages of one’s own life, from the childhood to adulthood to middle
age (either as an employee or employer) to retired life, has responsibilities towards one’s own self,
family, co-workers and society. Whether a human being realises or not, he/she has responsibilities
even towards the eco-system partners of this Universe, such as animals, birds, trees, earth, water, fire,
air, and space. Discharging these responsibilities intricately involves the development and refinement
of one’s own relationships with other living and non-living partners of co-existence. These relationships
can make or break human being’s endeavours. But, often, human beings focus heavily on professional
knowledge, skills and utilize mere common-sense to build relationships. However, the pillars and
principles of human relationships should be systematically studied and contemplated upon from a
young adult age. The Gurukul Education System of ancient India used to impart knowledge and skills
of the principles of human relationships, building one’s own character along with developing professional
expertise.

In modern times, the focus on human relationships has been greatly diluted during the primary,
secondary and higher education. In this paper, the author presents a set of

(i) Basic Principles for children and young adults and

(if)Advanced Principles for adults and gown-up persons to systematically understand, practice
and refine one’s own capability with human relationships.
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There are some hymns in the Rgveda, which are the panegyrics of liberal donors. These hymns
are known as Danastutis. Daksina, or the sacrificial fee, to be made by the institutors of a religious
ceremony to the priests entertained by them, is worshipped as a deity personified. It is stated that the
donors of the sacrificial fee have mounted high in heaven; those who are givers of horses dwell with
the sun; the givers of gold obtain immortality. Another hymn called Bhiksusakta consists of a collection
of maxims inculcating the duty of well-doing and charity. In this hymn, virtues of hospitality are
described. One who gives charities to the needy will get the fruit equivalent to that of performing
sacrifices. The poems of this group may be regarded as the forerunners of the sententious poetry of
later Sanskrit literature. In the present paper an attempt will make to bring out the importance of
liberal donors and of charity.
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Equality is about ensuring that every individual has an equal opportunity to make the most of
their lives and talents. Social equality is a state of affairs in which all individuals within a
specific society have equal rights, liberties, and status, possibly including civil rights, freedom of
expression, autonomy, and equal access to certain public goods and social services. The Right to Equality
is one of the fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution of India and is considered basic feature
of the Indian Constitution. It ensures equal rights to all citizens. In the tradition of India concept and
thoughts for Right to Equality is an age old realization which finds its origin in the Vedic time. The
well-known Samgyana sakta of the Rigveda (X.191) speaks highly of equality and brotherhood. All
had equal opportunity in all walks of life in Vedic civilization. In Atharvaveda, there are several
hymns to secure harmony and allay discord and according to Bloomfield they are known as
samnanasyani (3.30, 6.73, 6.94, 6.72, 6.42, 6.64, 7.52, 2.27 and 7.12). Vedic seers realized that all
people should be mutually bound by love and understanding with each other and the concept of
equality is essential for ensuring happiness and harmony in the society. In this paper, an attempt will
be made to highlight the Atharvaveda mantras of equality.
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Glory of Woman and Vedas
Dr. Sanjeev Prasad
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Vedic deliberations cover many aspects of woman, her role and contributions in shaping the
society besides enunciating her strong spiritual self. This paper seeks to trace the glory as bestowed
in the Vedas and how it stands today in the current times. The dialogue attempts to trace the facets
of Vedic culture that have been important in influencing the status Indian woman in the ancient times
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to the current times. A brief narration of the high respect for woman in Vedic times sets the backdrop
for reference. The author cites important verses from relevant chapters on woman. The highlights are
on her role, empowerment, rights and participation at all levels in the society. Briefly, later periods
in our history, the invasions that brought about retrograde changes in the status of women in India is
put forth in a chronological order. Ancient culture was impacted but it was alive. The Vedic influence
on society however subtle in the past has always been palpable. It has been influencing the generations
along the way. The influence on woman’s status has been an ongoing process through the centuries.
A comparison is done to see the status of modern Indian women on the parameters we had begun our
discussion with. Finally, the paper sets out to examine the woman in society today.

31
Vedic Perspective and the Contemporary Theories of
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The Vedic knowledge system begins with the first axiom that ‘it all is a manifestation of the
svabhava of Brahmn,” and then comes the postulation of a seamless unity and equivalence between
the cosmic, the terrestrial and the physiological ‘appearances’ as pointed in Shatpatha Brahmana
(8.1.1.6.2-6). It is declared by the Rigveda, ‘That which is one has become this all (RV 8.58.02),
Chandogya Upanishad says, sarvam khalvidam brahma (3.14.1), All this is Brahman. In Bhagvadgita,
Shri Krishna says, ‘I am the seed that can be found in every creature. Arjuna, for, without me nothing
can exist. neither animate nor inanimate’ (10:39). Our Vedic Scriptures and the Scriptures around the
world, therefore, preach, “Know Thyself.” And then, there arises a question, ‘whose equality and
liberty and where?” The fact that the very notion of what we call a ‘man’, has different connotations
in different civilizational traditions and ‘animal’ etymologically denoting ‘that which has no soul’.
This gives us a sufficient ground to be careful while asking questions for rights, liberty, and equality,
and warrants for a systematic reconsideration of the very notion of the fundamental entities for which
such voices are raised. It provokes also for methodological questions and the solutions thereof. Our
Vedic sources begin with the Rigveda and only end with the most modern Vaishnava, Saiva, and
Tantric treatises. In this paper, we make a review of our Vedic perspective to approach the problems
stated above and examine the contemporary theories of social choice and individual values, based on
which voices on equality, liberty and justice are raised in the world, and which in turn, are based on
various presumptions like utilitarianism, and others and moral principles assigned to the poorly defined
mortal creature, called man.

32
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Arya Nagarjuna’s (2nd century C.E.) methodological treatment of Sunyata is pregnant with
practical philosophical implications which claim recognition of a significant extension of the Vedic
Darshan. The following project is a humble effort to re-consider Nagarjuna’s arguments from the
perspective of a dialectical understanding of the concept of Liberation in Mahayana Buddhism at large
on the one hand, and particularly the practical concerns of Nagarjuna’s philosophy and its different
subsequent theoretic interpretations on the other. The study having been recognized the technical-




philosophical intent of Nagarjuna’s argumentations and its methodological as well as metaphysical
significances, tries to stress upon the implications and theoretic understandings of the Vedic standards
of practicality and world-view.

The study limits its scope within the chief texts of Nagarjuna and the commentaries made by
important scholars of Nagarjuna and also would try to refer to some of the important secondary
sources of interpretative echoes from different dimensions.
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Vedic literature not only deals with ritualistic performances, but also describes social harmony,
integrity, prosperity and fraternity in the suktas. It gives a picture of very civilized and rich culture
and people. The integrity of heart and mind always brings success in any action whether it is intellectual
or social or institutional. The prayers for such concordance are found in the Samjana sukta of
Rgveda and elaborately in six Samansya suktas of Atharvaveda. Rogveda sows the seeds in four
mantras through the Rsi Samvanana Asgirasa and on the basis of this idea, Atharvaveda explains the
ways of integrity, fraternity and harmony in the family, in the society, among the kingdoms or in the
country and among the fellow beings. A detailed is aimed to present about the ideas of harmony and
prosperity through these Vedic suktas which are guiding lights for all time.

A humble attempt will be made in this paper to bring out the ways for concord which may pave
the path for a healthy and happy society.
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Varpasrama Dharma is one of the key constructs of our Sanatana Dharma and one of the
factors responsible for its sustainability. Many modern scholars have been popularizing the narrative
that the Caturvannya format (i.e., the classification of society into Brahmana, Ksatriya, Vaisya and
Sidra) was responsible for division of the society thus fueling inequality. However, a deeper analysis
reveals that the Caturvarnya format was probably amongst the best societal construct that encouraged
meritocracy and ability for the individual to attain his/her fullest potential. Thus, we do not find
concept of ‘reservations’ but ‘equal opportunity’.

As regards liberty, the modern understanding is quite different from how Sanatana Dharma
looked at it. Our seers analyzed what bondage and freedom meant in the truest sense of the term rather
than as momentary or superficial. This was then institutionalized through the four asramas of
Brahmacarya, Grhasta, Vanaprastha and Sanyasa.

This paper thus aims to explore the above aspects in detail and bring to forth the concepts of
‘liberty” and ‘equality’ as seen in the construct of Varpasrama Dharma.
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The Concept of Human Rights in Veda
Swathy M.S.
B.Ed. Student, Sanskrit, Central Sanskrit University, Kot Bhalwal, Jammu
swathysanthosh28@gmail.com

Human Rights are those rights which are essential for the survival of humans. The history of
mankind is marked by efforts to ensure respect for the dignity of human beings. The Rigveda &
Atharvaveda, declared all human beings are equal and respect the dignity of human rights. There are
religious theories that maintain that human rights developed within a moral context. A basic sense of
non-discrimination was pre-eminent in the ancient sacred texts. ‘Atma’ that all human beings embody
is regarded as the integral part of the divine whole—*‘Paramatma’ which is constituent of param
(Ultimate) and atma (soul). ‘No one is superior or inferior; all are brothers; all should strive for the
interest of all and progress collectively.’

Rigveda also talks about three rights that are civil in nature i.e., Tan (body), Skridhi (dwelling
place), Jibhasi (life), thereby relating to the right to physical liberty, right to shelter and right to life
as we know them today. Atharvaveda also provides for human rights such as right to food and water.
The concept of dharma can be differently interpreted, for instance, in religious context, it can be used
to perform one’ religious duties.

It can also be taken as the performance of duties by all irrespective of their social, economic
or cultural status. Ancient Indian philosophy believes that an individual can have an entitlement to a
right only when he has fulfilled his duty or karma. Thus, one could find a strong foundational theory
for the idea of human rights while studying Vedas.

The concept of dharma is a remarkable feature of Indian culture which is unparalleled significance
value.
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Only the constraints of morality and law make liberty possible. Fraternity is perhaps the best
reflection of both liberty and equality at the pinnacle. The feeling of friendship and support between
people in the same group that makes fraternity glow as an upright architectural formation i.e., the
pinnacle. India opted for Independence making it possible for many dilemmas in its progress stem
from ‘personal best answers’ or reducible to them.

Faith is an individual’s personal matter. It is enumeration of at least a few prominent reasons
which accords adequate genericity in many matters related to faith. It is by far the most popular
method of gaining acceptability in a given community. This paper is a study of liberty and equality
within these perspectives. In Indic traditions, Samkhya is based on ‘enumeration’. In a literary sense,
enumeration is used as a device to break a topic or argument down into component parts, or to list
details of the subject one by one. It is a brilliant approach to establish a Satkarya as the transformation
of a given ‘karana [cause]’.

Samkhya also provides the pertinent measures to improve within the ambit of a generic and
global societal framework founded on the principles of fraternity.
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Tyagaraja is a famous Vaggeyakara of Carnatic Music. He is a quite familiar scholar with the
knowledge of Veda and Vedanta Principles. He is a social reformer and spiritual Leader. He always
influenced many people right from 17th Century and onwards. He has written several compositions
in various ragas which are in vogue now also. He has inculcated the fact that there is always scope
for mankind to turn away from the mundane life and fix attention upon spiritual pursuits with the right
of liberty and equality. One can pick up mind upon the welfare of people and the divinities. Music
is such a branch of knowledge and source for soothing that it would be enjoyable to pasu, sisus and
the phanis, the serpents. Veda is knowledge meant to educate mankind to the realms of happiness,
freedom, liberty, and equality in a positive way. As a continuation effort there are many subsequent
branches of knowledge spreading the rights in a positive way. These would lead people to the permanent
Happiness and birthlessness besides leading life with ease, happiness and understanding.

Out of hundreds of compositions which this Vaggeyakara and the Vedantin wrote, | like to focus
on two kirtanas of the Saint. All his kirtanas collectively designated as Tyagopanishad meaning the
messages and knowledge couched in them. Nada is the common basis for Veda and the Music. Music
is designated as Nada Veda and practice of it is Nadopaasana. In the present paper, two kirtanas of
Tyagaraja namely: ‘Dudukugala nanne dora kodaku brochuno’ and ‘Endaro mahanubhavulu andadriki
vandanamulu’ are considered. Rama is the Aradhyz devatz of Tyagaraja and hence he designates
Rama as ‘Dorakoduku’ meaning son of a king (Dasaratha, a Dora) a capable person to protect the
human rights. The kirtanas talk about the liberty to praise and beget grace and blessing from the
Supreme Lord. Also, in the first kirtana, it is pointed out that people are prone to misuse the liberty
and sense of equality which have Vedic dignity. Yet by mending the behavior and checking the
character and conduct smooth living and emancipation would be possible.
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Vedic literature teaches equality among the people in the society. No one is superior or no one
is inferior. One may find equality (=) in the Vedas in many contexts. Gender-equality denotes
equality between men and women which entails the concept that all human beings are equal. The
concept of gender-equality is a challenge in today’s context as today’s people are aware of the fact
that there should not be any discrepancy between men and women in the context of behaviour,
aspirations and needs etc. Women should be valued and favoured equally. The present paper aims to
discuss the notion of gender-equality as reflected in Vedic literature. The paper will depict the nature
as well as the status of women in ancient India in the light of Vedic evidences. In ancient India,
women had a respectable position in the society. The Goddesses were considered as @rfaa-s to respect
women. The concept of srRIzaR can also be treated as the best example of Gender equality. In Vedic
society women participated in religious ceremony and rituals (&@rs) etc. Widows had right to
remarry and child-marriages was almost taboo in the-then society. However, in the later Vedic period,
the position of women gradually deteriorated. The system of Sati came to existence during later Vedic
period. Among the \edas,the Rigveda provides ample evidence to prove the concept of Gender-
equality. Many of the Vedic seers were women and they were rightly called f¥e®r-s.
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A Dbrief Introduction of Central Sanskrit University,
Shri Raghunatha Kirti Campus, Devprayag, Uttarakhand

Shri Raghunatha Kirti Campus, Devaprayaga was established on 16th June, 2016
as the 12th constituent Campus of Central Sanskrit University (Formerly Rashtriya Sanskrit
Sansthan). The campus is named after the famous ancient deity Shri Raghunathaji shrined
in the ancient Raghunatha temple constructed in the Katyuri style of Katyuri dynasty of
the mountains on the holy confluence of two mythological rivers, namely, Bhagirathi and
Alakananda from where exactly the river Ganga is originated and recognised as the first
prayaga among the five prayagas of Uttarakhand.

The campus has total 23 acres of land and functional with five departments where
traditional subjects like WWakarana, Jyotisha, Sahitya, Veda and Nyaya are taught along
with the modern Subjects like Hindi, English, History, computer Science etc. (upto
graduation or Shastri level). The campus offers regular courses like Prak-Shastri
(Intermediate), Shastri (B.A.), Acharya (M.A.) and Vidyavaridhi (Ph.D.) at present.
Some of these courses run in distance mode also through its Mukta-svadhyaya-pitham.

The Campus publishes Research journals and periodicals like Raghunatha-kirtipataka
(Annual Magazine), Raghunatha-vartavali (quarterly Newsletter) along with the
departmental journals, namely, Shabdi-tripathaga (\yakarana), Sahiti (Sahitya),
Amnaya-haimavati (Veda), Daivi (Jyotisha), Adhunika-shodha-triveni (Modern) and
Nyayashastrartha-prakarsha (Nyaya).

The campus has well-equipped library, computer-lab and functional Resource Centre
of Modern Sanskrit Literature, Resource Centre of Manuscripts and Resource Centre of
Buddhist Sanskrit Literature. Campus organises several International and National Seminars,
workshops and all India Multi-lingual-Poetry-symposium etc. both online and offline.

Prof. Banamali Biswal
Central Sanskrit University,
Shri Raghunath Kirti Campus,
Devaprayag, Paudi Garhwal,
Uttarakhand-249301




A Brief Introduction of ‘WAVES’
Wider Association for Vedic Studies (Regd.)

WAVES (Wider Association for Vedic Studies (Regd.), formerly known as “World
Association for Vedic Studies (WAVES), India Branch”, is a forum for all scholarly
activities and views on any area of ‘Vedic Studies’ variously called Indian Studies, South
Asian Studies or Indology. WAVES is not confined to study related to Vedas alone or to
India alone. It encompasses all that applies to traditions commonly called Vedic tradition
of past, present and Future, anywhere in the world.

This organization was established at Atlanta, USA in 1996 by a group of academics
interested in Vedic knowledge under the chairman-ship of Prof. Bhu Dev Sharma. It is
a non-religious society with no rigid ideology. Its membership is open to all without any
discrimination. Today, Vedic traditions are not confined to Indian subcontinent but have
spread virtually to all parts of the globe, through persons of Indian origin and through
scholars and admirers of these traditions. For several centuries Vedic people in India
made significant contributions in various academic fields-science, literature, culture,
technology, etc. For most of the world, these contributions are unknown, unrecognized,
and sometimes rather distorted. There is a need, particularly among scholars to work for
the proper understanding and appreciation of such religious, cultural and other contributions.

The general purposes for which the Society is formed are as follows: To promote
Vedic and ancient Indian studies in all its forms and in all countries; To conduct multi-
disciplinary activities for research and study of Vedic traditions; To support researches
and studies in various Vedic sub-specialties, Sanskrit, other Indian languages and
contemporary works; To encourage research in developing all aspects of Vedic and ancient
Indian traditions; and To promote universal, intellectual, ethical traditions enshrined in
Vedas and other works of ancient Indian origin.

WAVES'’s head office is in Delhi, while its four Chapters are working in Bangalore,
Jodhpur ,Lucknow, and Haridwar. WAVES has published eight volumes of edited and
selected papers of its National conferences which are edited by Dr. Shashi Tiwari. The
books are published from Pratibha Prakashan, Delhi and are available in market. Annual
newsletter is another publication of WAVES, India.

Dr Shashi Tiwari
President, WAVES
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WAVES, India
(www.waves-india.com)

Wider Association for Vedic Studies (WAVES) is a Multi-Disciplinary Academic
Society, registered under Societies Registration Act, XXI of 1860. Association
maintains its acronym 'WAVES' and is an affiliate of "World Association for Vedic
Studies, USA'. Presently WAVES has 300 members registered as Life Members
with its six chapters in different parts of India. It has organized 24 annual
conferences in Delhi or different parts of India mostly in association with any
University or academic Institute. One such conference was organized in Nepal.
The 25th India Conference of WAVES would be jointly organized with CSU, SRK
Campus, Devprayagin 2021.

CSU, SRK Campus
(http://csu-devprayag.edu.in/)

Shri Raghunatha Kirti Campus, Devprayag (established on 16th June, 2016) is
the 12th constituent Campus of Central Sanskrit University (Formerly Rashtriya
Sanskrit Sansthan). The campus has total 23 acres of land and functional with
five departments where traditional subjects like Vyakarana, Jyotisha, Sahitya,
Veda and Nyaya are taught through regular/distance mode courses like Prak-
Shastri, Shastri, Acharya and Vidyavaridhi (Ph.D). The Campus publishes
several Research journals and periodicals regularly. The campus has well-
equipped library, computer-lab and functional Resource Centre of Modern
Sanskrit Literature, Resource Centre of Manuscripts and Resource Centre of
Buddhist Sanskrit Literature. Campus organizes International/National
Seminars/Workshops/Poetry-symposium etc. both online and offline.




