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Introduction

I am delighted to welcome all the delegates coming from different parts of
India and abroad to participate in the 23" India Conference, which is jointly organized
by WAVES and Nari Samvaad Prakalp, IGNCA, New Delhi. The conference-
theme—‘Vedic Wisdom and Women: Contemporary Perspective’, is fundamentally
based on the prominence of ancient glory and creative abilities of Indian women,
along with deliberations on the modern-day challenges and dilemmas she faces in her
life. It gives us great pleasure, fulfillment and strength to our convictions, to note that
an esteemed section of IGNCA under the leadership of Dr. Sushma Jatoo is with us as
our knowledge partner to deliberate upon this multifaceted issue, which is still
relevant in the contemporary world.

Life of human beings around the world is full of challenges. People want
quick, easy, and proven solutions to problems. With regards to human, social or
individual problems, human tendency is to assign a cause, often at a superficial level,
to the problem they currently face. Instead of trying to understand the root cause of
the issue and the real reasons for the genesis of the problem, people often mistakenly
believe that a quick-fix of the symptoms of the problem would remedy the situation.
In this conference—just as we have in the past twenty-four years under the WAVES
banner, we attempt to unfold tough and difficult puzzles of life through Vedic wisdom
using the medium of intellectual discussions. This is the age of the Reason.

Women studies is a recently developed discipline of higher education. The
myriad of questions related to women are intertwined and demand a vast and
strenuous effort of research at many levels. Fortunately, the supreme help that we can
get in this task of research is the body of writings of Vedic seers, ancient teachers,
saints and poets who have left for us a synthetic body of knowledge that includes the
best possible articulation of the sum total of humanity’s quest from the most ancient to
the present day. The Vedas are part of great literary heritage of India, in which basic
thoughts, aspirations, cultural and ethical values established by ancient seers are
reflected. In fact, the pulse of real national life can be felt in the Vedic hymns. So, for
knowing the original view-points of Indian thinkers about the women in ancient
society, the deep study and thorough analysis of Vedic verses are required. The
Rigvedic picture of womanhood is the real heritage of India. It was an ideal state
wherein maximum honour was given to females. Preservation of our best traditions is,
in fact, the need of the present hour.

Some scholars have questioned—‘When modern knowledge appears to have
been so advanced, what could be the relevance of ancient Vedic and Indian wisdom in
resolving our predicaments’? When we reply— ‘In Vedic period such women-related
discrepancies were not seen and so these problems did not exist at all’, they argue, ‘It
means the questions which have been raised, would be unanswered in the Vedic
wisdom’. So, to us it sounds like that the final verdict then is that the credit goes to
Vedic culture and its value-system! We should, therefore, try to study and understand
the ancient intellectual traditions for the proper growth of present society and human
relationship. The quest to find out these answers has no more remained a pastime or
an academic exercise for research-oriented persons, but it is a call of an imperative



necessity. Remedies of present evils would be found in the ancient Indian heritage.
Great Vedic seers have proposed a roadmap for attaining a meaningful life for all
human beings in Vedas, the most ancient literature of the world.

It is the responsibility of scholars of Indology to bring to the surface
innovative ideas from the ocean of vast Vedic and Sanskrit literature. This conference
is a humble effort to proceed towards achieving this objective. We accepted over one
hundred papers written in English, Hindi and Sanskrit for presentation by scholars and
researchers. Abstracts of these papers are published in this souvenir after editing by
the editorial board. A few messages on the importance of theme and conference from
the esteemed dignitaries are also a part of this volume. For this we are thankful to Dr.
Sachchidananda, Prof . Bhu Dev Sharma and Prof. Bal Ram Singh.

In line with its tradition, WAVES has announced prizes for outstanding
research papers from young scholars, and for this ‘Svargiya Mrs. Sulochana M. Goel
Memorial Award-2019’ has been constituted by Prof. Madan Lal Goel, University of
West Florida, USA. For assessment of these presentations a team of three judges has
been appointed. We are thankful to Dr. Meera Dwivedi of Delhi University,
Dr. Devendra Prasad Mishra of SLBSRS Vidyapeeth, and Dr. Pratibha Shukla of
Uttarakhand Sanskrit University, Haridwar for accepting this serious task.

We are extremely thankful to Shri Rambahadur Rai, President, IGNCA;
Dr. Sachchidananda Joshi, Member Secretary, IGNCA; and Dr. Sushma Jatoo, Project
Director, Nari Samvaad Prakalp, IGNCA for their constant support for the
organization of conference.

We would like to extent our deepest gratitude to distinguished guests, such as
Prof. P.N. Shastri, Vice-Chancellor, Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, Delhi; Prof. Ramesh
C. Bharadwaj, Director, Gandhi Bhawan, University of Delhi, and Head of Sanskrit
Dept., University of Delhi; Prof. B.N. Narahari Achar, University of Memphis, USA;
Dr. Koenraad Elst, Ideologist, Belgium; Prof. Madan L. Goel, University of West
Florida, USA; Brig. J.S. Rajpurohit PhD, Gorakhpur; Dr. Shakuntala, Philosophy,
Gauhati University, Assam; Prof. Bhaskarnath Bhattacharyya, Director, Vedic
Studies, Rabindra Bharti University, Kolkata; Prof. K.B. Subbarayudu, Principal,
RSkS, Sri Raghunathkeerti Campus, Deva Prayag, Uttarakhand; Prof. Bhu Dev
Sharma, Former President, WAVES, USA; Dr. Come Carpentier De Gourdon, scholar
from France; Dr. Bhakti Niskama Shanta,General Secretary, Sri Chaitanya Saraswat
Institute, Bengaluru; Ms. Neera Misra, Chairperson, Draupadi Dream Trust; Prof.
Shashibala, Dean, Indology, Bhartiya Vidya Bhawan; Dr. Madhu Sharma, Duke
University, North Carolina, USA; Prof. Ramgopal, Former Director, DRDO, GOlI,
New Delhi; Dr. Ganesh Dutt Sharma, Ex Principal, LLRPG College, UP; and
Prof. Lallan Prasad, Dean, Business Economics, University of Delhi.

I convey my gratefulness to all guests, delegates, members and volunteers of
the conference and wish them success for their fruitful deliberations.

Prof. Shashi Tiwari

President, WAVES;

Former Professor of Sanskrit,
Maitreyi College, University of Delhi.
shashitiwari_2017 @yahoo.com



Welcome Message

On behalf of the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), it’s an honour and
delight to extend a warm welcome to the eminent scholars, dignitaries and participants to the 23™
India conference titled ‘Vedic, Wisdom & Women: Contemporary Perspective’, to be jointly
organized by the Wider Association for Vedic Studies (WAVES) and Nari Samvaad Prakalp
(NSP), IGNCA from 5™ to 7™ December, 2019 at IGNCA. With a deep sense of gratitude, we
acknowledge the efforts of Prof. Shashi Tiwari, President, WAVES, who is an eminent scholar of
Vedic & Sanskrit Studies and her entire team for providing us with an opportunity and honor of
being the knowledge partners of this prestigious Conference.

The IGNCA is an autonomous trust under Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India. It is a
premier research institution engaged in the preservation and dissemination of knowledge in the
fields of Indian arts and culture. One of the major aims of the Centre is to elucidate the formative
and dynamic factors in the complex web of gender studies as inherent in the rich cultural heritage
of India. The IGNCA views women studies as an integral part of its endeavor. Thus the project,
‘Nari Samvaad Prakalp: Gender, Culture and Religious Studies’ was revived in the year 2017 by
its able and illustrious management led by Sh. Ram Bahadur Rai, President, IGNCA Trust and Dr.
Sachchidanand Joshi, Member Secretary, IGNCA. The primary aim of Nari Samvaad Prakalp is to
revisit, review and reinterpret Indian intellectual and traditional knowledge sources from the point
of view of women, which have either been airbrushed and marginalized or completely
misunderstood in the due course of time.

The focus of the major research projects under the Prakalp is to explore the right and
successful models preserved in our traditional and textual sources, such as Vedas, Upanishads,
Shakta-Tantras, historical sources, etc., along with other regional sources of knowledge and
wisdom, so that the history of ‘women’ is rewritten in the light of these knowledge sources. A
host of conclaves on the subjects such as ‘Indian Women: Tradition, Continuity and Modernity’;
‘Women’s World: Choices, Challenges and future possibilities’; etc. along with multi-event-
festivals titled ‘Shakti Parva: Celebrating the feminine energy’; ‘Divya Prakrati Parva: The Divine
Nature’ and dedicated conferences on ‘Shakti Worship in India with special reference to Kerela’
and ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: Family System and role of mother’, etc. have been organized to
explore the subject holistically. Research Projects like ‘Paramtapaa: Twelve Most inspiring
women in India’; ‘Women Saints and Philosophers of Kashmir’; ‘Applied Natya Therapy:
Integrating Science & Arts for mental health through Bharatmuni’s Natyashastra’ and ‘Streedesh:
The extraordinary story of forgotten women of Kashmir’ are some of the academic projects being
pursued under the Prakalp.

The continuum of this academic activity can be seen in the present endeavor of hosting the
aforesaid conference. We look forward to the successful and meaningful dialogue amongst the
scholars and students during the conference on this extremely important subject, which is deeply
embedded in the Indian ethos and which will redefine the present day discourse on ‘women
studies’ from Indian perspective.

Il shubhamastu ||
Dr. Sushma Jatoo
Project Director,
December Sth, 2019 Nari Samvaad Prakalp,
IGNCA



Message from the Desk of
Member-Secretary, IGNCA

It is indeed a matter of great pleasure for us at the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi to host the 23" India Conference of WAVES on an extremely
important subject, that is, “Vedic Wisdom and Women: Contemporary Perspective” being
organized by the Wider Association for Vedic Studies (WAVES) in collaboration with the Nari
Samvaad Prakalp (NSP), the gender studies programme of the IGNCA from 5" to 7™ of
December, 2019.

It is heartening that WAVES is collaborating with Nari Samvaad Prakalp of IGNCA in
this academic endeavor, as they are constantly engaged in creating awareness about the inter and
multi disciplinary dimensions of the Vedic studies through serious publications along with the
organization of national and international conferences and workshops.

This is the second collaborative conference of WAVES and IGNCA. The three days
conference titled ‘Vedic Perspective of Indian Arts’ was successfully organized in November,
2018 in association with Bharat Vidya Prayojana of IGNCA. The present Conference is being
organized in continuity of the same tradition and it proposes to explore the different aspects of
Indic studies related to the contributions of Women to Indian culture along with the perspectives
of looking at women’s history. Here the discussions will be focused on the Vedic and later
Sanskrit textual traditions. An all encompassing view of Indic literary theories and thoughts shall
be explored here during the various sessions of the Conference, regarding the women’s history
which seeks constant validation and authority from the Vedic tradition.

The IGNCA is mandated with collection, storage, organization and analysis of Indian
Artistic and Cultural heritage and its dissemination through research, publications, seminars,
exhibitions, films, documentations, etc. for more than three decades. Through its Nari Samvaad
Prakalp (NSP), the IGNCA seeks to create a space for dialogue on women’s contribution to Indian
intellectual, knowledge and wisdom traditions. The aim of the IGNCA-NSP is also to research on
women’s involvement in academic artistic, socio-cultural and historical streams and how they
have played a pivotal role in the creation, preservation and transmission of our cultural heritage.

We sincerely hope that the scholarly community, especially the young scholars, will be
significantly benefitted by this synergy created by coming together of two important academic
bodies of eminence. We earnestly request all the participants to submit their papers well in time to
the WAVES and NSP, IGNCA so that a publication based on the proceedings of this extremely
important Conference is brought out at the earliest for the benefit of the scholars, specialists and
students working in this field.

I wish the conference a great success!

Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi
Member Secretary,
December 5", 2019 IGNCA, New Delhi



A Message

A Proposal to Widen Base of Scholarship in
‘Vedic Studies’

Dear friends! I am happy to know that WAVES-India will be holding its 23™ annual
conference in collaboration with the ‘Nari Samvaad Prakalp’ section of Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts (IGNCA).

The major theme of the conference: ‘Vedic Wisdom and Women: Contemporary
Perspective’ 1s also socially as well as academically interesting. After all women in Vedic
tradition are just not equal but, because of their creative/generative process of human race, higher
than men addressed in Veda as ‘saa VishvaKarma, saa VishvaDhaayaah® (@7 [39q%#] @1
]?;95’277272). In our conferences and deliberations at different levels, there have been talks and
presentations on this theme. In the very first International conference of 1996 held in Atlanta,
USA, there were five papers presented on women including one on ‘The status of Women in
Rigveda’ by Dr. Shashi Tiwari. With participants from different academic disciplines, coming
here from USA, France, Belgium and almost all states of India, the conference is going to be a big
event. In over 100 participants, a strong contingent of 18 participants from Kerala alone speaks
highly of WAVES reach and nationwide appeal. Also, I was very happy to note that Prof.
Narahari Achar, Prof. Madan L. Goel, Dr. Madhu Sharma from USA, Dr. Koenraad Elst from
Belgium and Dr. Come Carpentier De Gourdon from France will be participating. Dr. Keonraad
Elst’s participation started from the very first conference held in Atlanta in 1996 and continued for
the last 24 years. Prof. Narahari Achar, a Physicist and Astronomer from Memphis came in 1998
to the second conference held in Los Angeles and continued ever since, while Prof. Madan L.
Goel of the Dept. of Political Science in Florida joined in the course of things and served on the
Governing Council of WAVES. Having attended three earlier ones, Dr. Come Carpentier De
Gourdon from France, is a valuable contributor. Lastly, I must mention that successful and
effective 23 conferences organized in India and Dr. Shashi Tiwari playing an important role in
organizing recent WAVES-USA conferences, there is a proposal to widen base of scholars and
scholarship in ‘Vedic Studies’ as follows:

(1) Every-year award the title ‘fellow of WAVES’ to some (four) Life Members.

(i) Institute a worldwide open ‘WAVES Excellence Award’ in Teaching, Research,
Interpretation of ancient scriptures and ancient treatises in areas like Mathematics,
Science, Ayurveda, History, Economics and Public Administration etc.

(iii)) Begin two ‘WAVES Life-time Service Awards’ for outstanding individual
contributions, one for a Life Member of WAVES and the other for someone working
on responsible positions in academic/ research/ administrative organisations of
repute.

Wishing grand success for the Conference,
Prof. Bhu Dev Sharma
bhudev.sharma @ gmail.com
Former Professor of Mathematics, Clark Atlanta University, Atlanta, USA;
Founder President of WAVES USA, and
Former President (Vice-Chancellor) of Hindu University of America,
Orlando, USA
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A Message

Synonymity of Vedic Wisdom and Women

Dear Prof. S. Tiwari! Thank you very much for giving me opportunity to formally
appreciate the work you and your colleagues do to bring up many contemporary issues to consider
relevance of Vedic knowledge and wisdom. The level of participation by young intellectuals and
prominent scholars at WAVES India conferences are worth emulating. The 23" India Conference
of WAVES will be no exception. The topic of the conference, ‘Vedic Wisdom and Women :
Contemporary Perspective (3fd® STF—d#QT Ud AR AHGIA GRUET)’ is not only a relevant
topic but also a very strong need of the hour, as the society all over the world is undergoing major
cultural and social changes in view of unprecedented availability of transportation,
communication, health, and educational technologies. Yet humans remain oblivious to many
issues related to environment, social and political conflicts, and equitable human values. It is
hoped that the academic and scholarly sessions of the conference will appropriately provide a
sense of assessment and future direction for the society.

The role of women is well recognized in Indian society from the very beginning, the
Pauranic Adi Shakti Adya 1s considered the beginning, and is believed to take the visible form of
the tridevis, but not before creating Alakh, the formless Purusha that appears as the tridevas. This
ancient cosmology is unique and can still stand the test of time, an important feature for a
contemporary scientific world. The social interpretation of the culture (sanskriti), traditions
(parampara), and philosophy (darshan) needs narrational perspective and integrative approach.
Matri sattatmak (matriarchal) and pitre sattatmak (patriarchal) societies inherently mean the
motherhood and fatherhood, not simply woman and man. Therein lies the paradox of narrative.

Indian cultures exhort raising of a woman to the motherhood in perspective (not
necessarily giving birth, although that reinforces it automatically). In India the nation is called
motherland whereas in the West it is fatherland. In Tulsi-Ramayana, there is a clear mention that
mother holds higher position than the father—Sil @dadl fUg JRRg amr, o o9 S8 o afe
Hidl—as stated by Ram's mother, Kaushalya. So, while Kerala-tradition may be matriarchal (or
may be ladyarchal to be more appropriate) the matriarchal tradition of India as per Ramayana
standards is widespread in the culture.

Once that narrative is accepted, it is then possible to integrate with the famous Manusmriti
idea of —F ARIK] Yod=I A< a4 qadl—which needs to be interpreted as, where women reach
the status or level of being worshiped (implying perhaps only motherhood) even devas are pleased
to dwell that place. There is much to learn from Indian philosophy as to what a woman is to be—
life-giver, guru, teacher, god, etc., which is what elevates her to the level of worship (means
respected). Keeping that in mind for a society literally created by the women, the world is
advanced through education, training, knowledge, and resources, including the framework of
Vedic knowledge.

My best wishes for the conference and pranam to the efforts of you and your WAVES
India team!!

Respectfully,
Bal Ram Singh, PhD;
Professor and President, Institute of Advanced Sciences, Dartmouth, USA;
Fellow, Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of Advanced Study, JNU, India;
Member, Board of Directors, WAVES International.
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General List of All Presenters

S.No. Name S.No. Name

1 Aditi Shaunak Dr., Aligarh 35 | Jyothsna Padmanabhan Ms.

2 Aditya Angiras Mr., Punjab Tamilnadu

3 Amisha Semwal Ms., Delhi 36 | K. Manogna, Ms. Himachal Pradesh

4 Anita Khurana Dr., Ajmer 37 | KB Subbarayudu Prof., Uttrakhand

5 Anita Sengupta Dr., Allahabad 38 | Kamla Bhardwaj Prof., Delhi

6 | Anju Seth Dr. Delhi 39 | Karuna Arya Dr., Delhi

7 Aparna Dhir Khandelwal Dr. Delhi 40 | Kaustubh Gaurh & Mr., Delhi

8 Aparna P. Dr., Kerala Abhishek Parashar, Delhi

9 Archana Ms., Delhi 41 | Koenraad Elst Dr., Belgium

10 | Aruna Shukla Dr., Punjab 42 | Krishan Gopal Tyagi Dr., Delhi

11 | Arya Shailan Mr.,Kerala 43 | Krishna Mishra Mr., Delhi

12 | Asha Lata Pandey Dr., Delhi 44 | Lakshmi Vinayakumar Ms.,Kerala

13 | Asha Rani Pandey Dr. Kanpur 45 | Lalita Juneja Dr., Haryana

14 | Athira K.B. Mr. Kerala 46 | Lallan Prasad Prof., Delhi

15 | Bhakti Niskama Shanta Dr., 47 | Madan L Goel Prof., USA
Bangalore 48 | Madhu Sharma Dr., USA

16 | Bharti Sharma, Dr, Roorkee 49 | Mani Mala Kumari Ms. Delhi

17 | Bhaskarnath Bhattacharyya 50 | Meena Kumari Dr., Delhi
Prof.,Kolkata 51 Minu Verma Dr., Hapur

18 | Binod Kumar Tiwari Dr. Delhi 52 | Musham Damodhar Rao Mr.,

19 | C.L. Prabhakar Dr., Bangalore Secunderabad

20 | Come Carpentier de Gourdon Mr., 53 | Nandini Das Ms., Delhi
France 54 | Narahari Achar B.N. Prof., USA

21 Devadas K.H. Mr., Kerala 55 | Nawal Kishore Bhabhra Dr.,

22 | Devender Prasad Mishra Dr., Delhi Rajasthan

23 | Dhruve B.S. and Kiran Aggarwal 56 | Neelam Tikkha, Dr., Nagpur
Dr., Madhya Pradesh 57 | Neera Mishra Ms., Delhi

24 | Diljith K.S. Mr., Kerala 58 | Neeraja Rajagopal Ms., Kerala

25 Ganesh Dutt Sharma Dr., Ghaziabad 59 | Nishi Arora Dr., Delhi

26 | Gaytri Tiwari Ms., Delhi 60 | Parvathy Manoj Ms. Kerala

27 | Govind M.N. Mr. Kerala 61 Pravesh Saxena Dr., Delhi
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SECTION I (English)

01

Being Woman : The Honour and Challenges faced by Her

(Vedic Era to Present Times)
Dr. Aparna (Dhir) Khandelwal
Assistant Professor, School of Indic Studies, INADS, Dartmouth, USA
& Secretary, Administration, WAVES-India
E-mail: dhir.aparna@ gmail.com

India is the land where people believe in the ideology of ‘Ardhanaresvara’ that
supports our Vedic thought, i.e., both men and women are incomplete without each other
(RV 3.53.4, AV 14.1.22, SB 5.2.1.10, TB 3.3.3.5). ‘Grhapatni’, ‘Visvapatni’, ‘Samrajit’
words are the best examples from Vedic era to describe the significance of women in a
household. Vedic study reveals the names of leading legendary ladies of that era, such as
Ghosa, Lopamudra, Apala, Yami, Indrani, Gargi etc. that are known for their splendid
intellectual work. Similarly, we have powerful characters of Sita, Draupadi etc. from epics.
Women constitute half of the human population of this globe and we all agree to this fact
that women by birth are blessed with qualities like dedication, systematic-approach,
hardworking, love, care, attachment, sincerity in comparison to men. Today we find women
as the potential contributors in creating the society and advancing the nation. But it is
strange to talk about women empowerment these days when our glorious past already has
such an empowered women. Now-a-days, we are having women-centric movies, songs and
NGO'’s in society. Why still there is a need for special status and reservations for women?
This all throws light on the fact that women always enjoyed an honourable position in
society from Vedic era but with the change in time her position becomes more challenging.
Though we found women in every sphere like, academics, sports, entertainment, medicine,
but challenges like gender biasedness, no deciding power, female-foeticide, conservative
approach towards women etc. lead to major hindrance in her total growth.

02

The Women Representation in Kutiyattam
Dr. Aparna P.
Asstt. Professor, Sanskrit, Sree Sankara College, Kalady, Ernakulam, Kerala
E-mail: aparnanangiar@gmail.com

The contribution of Sanskrit to dramatic literature is on a par with if not greater than
that of Greek, English or Japanese. It has contributed to dramaturgy and the art of theatre.
Sanskrit theatre tradition is one of the oldest as well as the longest sustained theatre tradition
in the world. It has produced a repertoire of an inexhaustible variety and unapparelled
sophistication. The plays of Bhasa, Kalidasa, Saktibhadra, Kulasekhara, Bodhayana,
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Neelakandhakavi, Mahendravikrama, Shri Harsha etc. are treated as the main stream theatre
texts. Apart from being appreciated as literary works these texts maintained a close
association with performances on the stage in different parts of India. Among other theatre
forms, Kutiyattam is one of the greatest ancient Sanskrit theatre tradition of India. It is the
only surviving performance tradition of the classical plays. It corresponds to natyamandapa
of the Sanskrit texts.

The most distinguished feature of Kutiyattam from the other theatre forms in the
other part of the world is the active presence of women in both as actresses and as singers.
This is sharp contrast to the practice of men appearing in female roles in European theatre
and even in Kerala’s own art form Kathakali. There was an unbroken tradition of female
exponents set apart for performing the female roles in Kutiyattam, namely Nangiars. There
are a number of strong characters such as Sitha, Lalitha, Subhadra, Malayavathi etc in
Kutiyattam. Apart from this they are having another repertoire named ‘Nangiarkoothu’, the
solo act of Nangiars. It is a sister form of Kutiyattam with the antiquity of at least 1500
years. The subject matter of the performance is ‘Krishna-charitham’, the story of Lord
Krishna. This paper is meant to elaborate the scope and importance of women in the
Sanskrit theatre tradition i.e. Kutiyattam since the ancient period.

03

The Empowerment of Rigvedic Rishikas
Dr. Asha Lata Pandey
Former Teacher, Sanskrit, DPS, New Delhi
E-mail: ashapandey7 @ gmail.com

‘Rishika’ means a lady sage who had revelations of Vedic verses. There are as many
as thirty such rishikas in the Rigveda with different verses to their credit. These Rishikas
were empowered by the sheer quality of their character and talent. Some of them are deity-
related, some related with a sage or a king, some are divine beauties, and some are abstract
like speech. To start with, Vagambhrini, the daughter of an ordinary man had the power of
speech (Vak) and was one of the most renowned seers of the Vedic age. Credited with only
one hymn (Rigveda 10.125), known as Vak-Sukta (songs of the Goddess) of eight verses,
she occupies a prestigious place amongst the seers. The elegance of her expressions and the
perfection in her metrical composition is commendable. Her brilliance reflects in the verses
where she speaks of her movement in the company of three most prominent groups of gods.
And making full use of her brilliance, intellect and will she had reached the supreme state of
consciousness.

Apala Atreyi, the daughter of sage Atri, got rid of her skin ailment by invoking Indra
(RV 8.91) whereas Ghosha Kakshiwati, got cured of her leprosy by learning Madhuvidya
from the twin Ashwins. Sayana calls her a brhamvadini. Lopamudra Vaidarbhi although a
princess, chose to marry a sage (Agastya) and could persuade him towards his duties as a
husband instead of doing a severe penance. Yami Vaivaswati, Agastyaswasa, Shashwati
Angirasi, Juhu Brahmajaya, Romasha Brhamaaadini, Vishwavara Atreyi and Shraddha
Kamayani are some other important Rishikas of the Rigveda. These Rishikas are the very
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first women poets of the world with their versatile talents. Unlike modern women, they did
not have to pledge and plead for women empowerment. Rather, they had the power to
empower by their quality of character, brilliance, talent and their unmatched contribution to
the Vedas.

04
Vrsakapi Sikta (RV X.86): Indrani, Her role as Rsika,
Wife and A Mother
Prof. B.N. Narahari Achar

Professor Emeritus, University of Memphis, Memphis, TN 38152, USA
E-mail: nachar @memphis.edu

The Vrsakapi Siikta, the 86" Siikta of the tenth mandala of Rgveda, is a very important
Sukta as pointed out by Tilak in estimating the chronology of Rgveda. This Sukta consists of 26
rca-s in pada pankti meter. It is a conversation between Indra, Indrani and Vrsakapi. So all the three
are Rsi-s of the Sukta, and the devata is Indra. It has the refrain ‘visvasmadindra uttarah’, ‘Indra is
supreme in the universe’ in all the 26 rca-s. It is a very difficult Stkta to understand. Tilak has given
a verse by verse discussion of this Suikta. Indrani is wife of Indra and Vrsakapi is her step son. Indra
misses his portion of soma because of an apparent misbehavior of Vrsakapi with whom Indra is
very friendly. Indrani is upset and wants to punish Vrsakapi by setting a dog on him. The
astronomical significance of this legend in determining the chronology of Rgveda, as well as the
role of Indrani as Rsika, wife and a mother will be discussed.

05
In Vaisnava Conception the Ultimate Spiritual Goal is to get

engaged in the Service of the Highest, Negative (Feminine) Potency
Bhakti Niskama Shanta, Ph.D.
Sri Chaitanya Sataswat Institute, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India
E-mail: bns@scsiscs.org

There is a prevalent notion that we often come across where people commonly
presume that Vedantic view is only directing us towards an impersonal view advocated by
Advaita Vedanta. In such a concept they maintain that there is only one universal infinite
consciousness and that the individual finite consciousness is nothing but an outcome of a
mere illusion. This self-refuting impersonalism by denying the identity of jiva souls, even
though encourages its practitioners to eliminate the objects (many) of consciousness (one)
and yet its practitioners maintain their quest (objects of consciousness) for meaning (jijiasa)
and unlimited joy (ananda). Thus, they are forced to adhere to the idea that the Brahman is
the one and only ultimate reality, which according to them is devoid of personality and
diversity. However, in reality the Vedantic view guides a sincere student beyond this
illusionary impersonalism and in the Vaisnava conception of Vedanta one can find the
solution to this inconsistent self-refuting Advaita Vedanta philosophy.
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06
Urmila in ‘Sita's Sister’ by Kavita Kane :

A Rendition of the Ramayana
Dr. Bharti Sharma
Assistant Prof., Dept. of English, SSDPC(PG) Girls College, Roorkee, Uttrakhand
E-mail: drbharatis @yahoo.com

Present paper is not really about Ram and Sita. It's about Lakshman's wife Urmila
and how she saw the whole event and the destruction it brought. Sita's life seems smooth as
Ram falls for her too. Urmila is not that much lucky. The paper also puts endeavor to focus
upon Urmila much greater and passionate as a wife in her dedication to Lakshman if
compared to Sita. So the paper unlocks a new vista to other female characters in the
Ramayana as discussed by Kavita Kane in her novel Sita's Sister.

07

Vedic Representatives of Modern Mind
Prof. Bhaskarnath Bhattacharyya
Director, School of Vedic Studies, Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata
E-mail: jaymabnb @rediffmail.com

Casually we often say bhiitam bhavyam bhavisyam ca sarvam vedat prasidhyati. But
what does this axiom exactly mean? Is it at all correct or some propaganda by the Vedic
people to establish the authenticity of the Vedas and misguide the entire society.

In the Brhadaranyaka Upaninisat Maharsi Yajfiavalka had two wives—Kayayani and
Maitreyl. Yajiiavalka felt the futility of worldly materials. So he expressed his determination
to his wives to left those worldly wealth and to go in quest of eternal Ambrosia.
Immediately Katyayani asked for corporeal wealth of Yajiiavalka to him. But second
MaitrayT asked Yajfiavalka in her reaction that why would he left all these mundane world.
What is that luminous object for which Yajfiavalka is going to leave everything. Having
response from Yajfiavalka, Maitrey1 uttered boldly—yena ham namyta syam kimaham tena
kuryyam—what would I do with that by which I am not supposed to get eternality. In this
present paper an earnest endeavor would be done to prove that in the very Upanisadic age
how the demands for domestic objects of even an educated Vedic Lady, being a wife of a
Vedic seer can be meet up by her husband simply. But the criteria of demanding things
simply explains the stature of mentality like our present society.

08

Women Empowerment in Ramayana Katha
Dr. Binod Kumar Tiwari, Delhi
E-mail: dr.binodkrtiwari @ gmail.com

"Ramo vigrahwan dharmah sadhu satya prakramah" Maharshi Valmiki says that
whatever is best and noblest in our Vedic heritage Lord Ram is the embodiment of the
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same. This is why in Ramayana Katha; we have a mirror of the Vedic wisdom. I would like
to begin with with Valmiki, "kavyam ramayanam kristnam sitayahcharitam mahat" In the
epic poetic poetry of Ramayana the very character of Sita is wonderful. Swami
Vivekananda used to say: "The Sita is the highest blessings that an Indian women would
like to be."

Ramayana Katha is a galaxy of feminine stars. They are shining and epitomising the
different facets of feminine sensibilities. Koushalya, is really blessed women in our
heritage, who with her rigorous tapascharya, deserves to be the mother of the Lord. How
great is this lady who moulds and shapes the very person of the Lord and prepares His
personality for the objective He has come for! Sumitra is the embodiment of wisdom. She
urges Lakshman to view Sita and Ram as the mother and father respectively. Arundhati and
Anusuiya are the Rishis' consorts. When Shri Ram arrives in the ashram of Swami Atri
Rishi, mother Anusuiya warmly receives Sita, patronises her like her own daughter,
provides her the jewellery and garments to wear during her stay in vanwas. She teaches her
the gospel of pativratya, i.e the do's and don't do's of a married young lady. Sabri is an
unexcelled devotee of the lord. She comes from the Sabar community. The ber she offered
Him was delicious. Tha Ram-Sabri episode is a cementing force to keep our Indian society
integrated. Trijata and Mandodari hails from Sri Lanka. Trijata was also a devotee of the
Lord Ram. When Sita was subjected to torture, it was Trijata who cleverly saved her in
Ashok Vana. Mandodari, being the better half of Rawan till his last breath constantly warns
him not to fight for Sita with Lord Ram, but he paid no heed to the same.

09

Wills and Ills of Woman from the Window of Valmiki
Dr. C.L. Prabhakar
President, WAVES, Bangalore Chapter &
Director, Nadaveda Adhyayana Kendra, Bangalore
E-mail: clprabhakar@yahoo.com

Our scriptures are sources too to know the Woman studies made by the great thinkers
and Narrators. Valmiki, Vyasa, Kalidasa and many more have described woman and her
role in many facets of their Life and in society. Also their activity and interference in many
frontiers of Knowledge. Women are shown to be susceptible for good, bad and different
situations. They wield immense influence. Kalidasa said: ‘nisargadeva panditah striyah.’
So women need not go for education outside their purview of interests. By virtue of birth
they have inbuilt power to be a mentor to the man and the society she lived. Therefore the
ills and wills of women reflect on the families, towns and nations apart from the life sketch
of men. Valmiki’s Ramayana is known for Karuna rasa. This is all due to a woman. Either
for happiness or joy a woman is the root cause and a monitor in many occasions. Men fret to
get rid of this by combating with skills and prowess. Ramayana begins with the vishada
yoga of a female bird at the death of male mate (bird). She is cause for leading the pathway.
If man out of personal ego and stubbornness determines and turns deaf ear to woman’s
advice, he would perish. Satapatha Brahmana gives a clue thus ‘striya samparishvakathah
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baahyam na janaati’. This is the instance of Ravena. Finally in case of Sita issue he was a
failure. The other pleasant women we come across in the Ramayana are Kausalya, Sumitra,
the wives of Dasaratha, and also Anasuya, Ruma, Taara, Svayamprabha and Sabari. The
other tough women were Kaikeyi, Manthara, Surpanskha, Lankini. These women never
allow Rama to enjoy peace and comfort. The plot of the Epic is thus that if full stop to story
is to come, a woman interferes and story continues. A woman is the chief engineering force
there. When we come to talk of women in the later times, we have many powerful women
depicted in Mahabharata, Puranas and further. In the contemporary society also the woman
power positive and negative is seen in the rulers and administrative parlors. Vak-sukta
illustrates the status of woman of power and wisdom.

10

Sarasvati Devi and the Relation between the River,
Knowledge and the Goddess

Come Carpentier de Gourdon
Convener, Editorial Board,
World Affairs, The Journal of International Issues, France
E-mail: comecarpentier @ gmail.com

The millennial relation between a long vanished river which was the central artery of
Vedic civilization and the goddess of Learning and the Arts is a defining feature of Hindu
culture. The equation between the divine feminine; the nurturing and blessing water from
the mountain and the culture (Sanskriti) which moulds and defines the Aryavarta and its
people is characteristic of a matriarchal and virginal symbology; The river carries the water
that flows from heaven and dispenses life and happiness like wisdom which, likewise
descended from the divine heights irrigates the minds and fosters knowledge and the cult of
beauty on earth.

The talk will analyse and comment on the very ancient identification of the river with
the divine mother of arts and sciences and with the sacred language of that civilization. The
emblematic connection between water, life and knowledge is found in various traditional
religions and symbolizes all over the world.

11

The Saree—The Quintessential Garment for Women

His Holiness
Dr. Jayant Balaji Athavale
Founder of Maharshi Adhyatma Vishwavidyalay Goa, India
Co-authors : Ms. Kritika Khatri & Mr. Sean Clarke
E-mail: conferences@spiritual.university

While most countries have their traditional costumes, their styles have mostly
changed considerably through the ages. Contrary to this, the elegant saree from ancient
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Bharat (Indian subcontinent) has stood the test of time. While there are some variations in
how it is draped, in its essence the saree has remained unchanged making it a timeless
fashion trend for women. The team at the Maharshi University of Spirituality has 38 years
of spiritual research experience. Using aura and subtle-energy scanners along with the
advanced sixth sense of its research team, the spiritual research team studied the saree in
detail to understand the reason behind its enduring appeal. The findings showed that the
saree, unlike most garments nowadays, was created in ancient Bharat with the specific
purpose of attracting and emitting positive subtle vibrations. However, only when draped in
a proper manner does one obtain its full spiritual benefit. It is this spiritual positivity which
makes it appealing. When compared with various other women’s garments like the evening
gown or the blouse and skirt, the saree emits far more positive vibrations. The textile, the
patterns and the colour of garments (among other factors) also have a significant impact on
the subtle vibrations they emit. A woman’s clothes can add or subtract from her spiritual
positivity. If fashion houses and dress designers were to understand and imbibe the spiritual
principles that enhance clothing at the spiritual level, then they would become vital positive
influencers of women’s fashion, thus adding to the spiritual beauty and gracefulness of
women. Women of modern India, by continuing to embrace the wearing of the saree (a
garment from ancient India) are setting benchmarks for women’s wear that generates
spiritual positivity.

12

Emancipation of Women through Arthashastra
Brig. J.S. Rajpurohit, Ph.D.

Group Commander, NCC Group HQ, Pedleganj, Gorakhpur (U.P.)
E-mail: jsr1989@gmail.com

Chanakya laid out a way of life for each gender and member of society towards
governance of state. His entire focus was on creating a welfare state where emotions and
religion had limited space. State of women and their welfare has been dealt with extensively
in Arthashastra. Rights and duties of women during Mauryan empire had in way become a
model for women to live by. However, the same has changed over the centuries and now
greater equality and women emancipation has become norm. Democratic societies the world
over are discussing, analysing and executing measures to empower women. This paper
studies state of women as enunciated by Chanakya and correlates it with state of women in
modern times. Women had participated in all walks of life and were contributory members
of society during Maurya’s rule. They were governed by the rules and norms of society and
enjoyed status of daughter, sister, wife, mother in a family and performed duties of a trader,
farmer, labour, government servant in supporting the society. Varna system further assisted
in identifying their roles. Roles of women in relevant status of being unmarried, married,
widows, separated from husband etc was prevalent in society then. Women also worked as
spies, informers, prostitutes, king’s harem which will be studied towards drawing lessons
for women in modern world.
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The world today recognises efficiency of women at home and at work with
equanimity and women on their part have proved to be strong contributors to society.
United Nations extended “Equal rights to men and women” vide Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, 1948 and provided equality and equity issues to both genders in a uniform
manner. Professionals, and strong-willed women are asset to nation today; there are
however, cases of women who need support and protection from oppression and male
dominated societies of some of the nation. Paper will research on means to empower
women in modern times with those focused in Arthashastra.

13

The Grandeur of Motherhood in the Vedas
Mr. Jishnu Manoj
MA Sanskrit Student, Sree Sankara College Kalady, Kerala,
E-mail: jishnumanojl234@ gmail.com

The Vedas give a very honorable and respectable social status to women. The four
Vedas talk about the need and importance of educated men and women. The saying
“Matrdevo bhava” is therefore a maxim that speaks to the seemingly boundless, endless and
all—surrounding power of the earthly or biological mother, a power that equates with that
of divinity. This seminar paper talks about the motherliness given by the Indian Vedic
culture to women. All the Vedas, Puranas, Smritis, and epics have given a prestigious rank
to motherhood. The status of woman as a mother in Vedic culture is treated specially not
only to an aged lady or someone who has a physical child but to a female in general. The
goddess like Sarasvati, the deity of knowledge; Durga, the deity of bravery and strength;
Ushas the deity of hope are examples of praised motherliness. Vedas tell us that the mother
enlightens a child as the dawn removes the darkness to spread purity and light.
Lalithasahasranama begins with the motherhood of goddess (Sri matha sri maharajni). A
child cannot be protected by anyone else other than mother. In Indian culture the
motherliness is infinite.
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Women : As depicted in Sanskrit Literature
Ms. K. Manogna
Guest Teacher in Advait-vedanta, RSKS Vedavyas Campus, Balahar, Himachal Pradesh
E-mail: 19mano96k@ gmail.com

Culture is the back bone of any civilized country. Indian culture is one of the most
ancient that has been accepted by all historians and scholars of all streams. In Vedic culture,
Indian women enjoyed high status in society. They were provided opportunity to attain high
intellectual and spiritual standards. The status of womanhood had been so glorified that

some women such as S-1foT, SIRIR IS < GredIm, S, srfefa, oy, T etc., had
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revealed the highest truth of absolute reality to Indra who is considered the king of celestial
beings. Technically they are called female Rishis. We can find many hymns attributed to
these rishikas. In contrast to the Vedic period, there seems deterioration in the way women
of later periods were regarded at home and society. However, there were a few positive
aspects regarding the position of women alongside the unfavorable stipulations. For
example in Ramayana we can find women like Sita, Ahalya, Kaikeyi, who had the grit and
determination to survive against all odds. Swami Vivekananda, being very sympathetic to
the character of Sita in Ramayana, states—*“Any attempt to modernize our women if it tries
to take our women apart from the ideal of Sita, is immediate failure. The women of India
must grow and develop after the footprints of Sita and that is the only way.” Manusmriti
mandates that the highest respect and regard must be extended and full protection should be
given to women throughout their life.—

fOgfyigireaan afdficaeden |
WW&@W@WH (M.S 3.55)

It means that women must be honoured and adorned by fathers, brothers, husbands
and brother-in-laws who seek their own welfare. This article is intended to show that in
Vedic India, women were not given an inferior status rather they occupied an honourable
place. They had ample rights in the social and the religious fields.
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Locating the Feminine in Vedic Corpus
Mr. Kaustubh Gaurh
Independent Research Student, New Delhi
E-mail: kaustubhgaurh @ gmail.com
&
Mr. Abhishek Parashar
Assistant Professor, Department of History, Aryabhatta College, University of Delhi,
New Delhi
E-mail: abhishek.history @gmail.com

Role of women in the Vedic tradition has been a major point of study and
engagement amongst scholars while studying the early Indian societies. The contemporary
Indian perspective on women traces its history to the times of the Vedas to draw inferences.
The proposed paper attempts to look at the position of women in the Vedic tradition by
evaluating the “feminine” aspects of the society. These feminine aspects incorporate
gendered language, the number of hymns written by the women, devoted to female deities,
the gender of insentient entities, and the relative position of female deities in the societies.
The paper devises the empirical data for its study and covers etymological aspects in the
language, the narratives devoted for women, and the mythological cosmos that exhibits the
feminine power to study the general attitude of the society for women. For this purpose the
entire paper is divided into three sections.
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The first section would cover the insentient aspects like language, the second section
would deal specifically with the role of women, and the third section covers the spiritual
element devoted to the female deities during the Vedic period. The primary source of the
study would be the Rig Vedic corpus as it is the first written text to historicise the gender
roles in the societies in early India.
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Why Goddess Triplets, in the Vedas Just Like Elsewhere?
Dr. Koenraad Elst
Ideologist and Author, Belgium
E-mail: koenraad.elst@ gmail.com

In many pantheons, we find goddesses appearing in trio, like the 3 Graces in Greece,
the 3 Norns in Scandinavia (becoming the 3 "weird sisters" in Shakespeare), the 3 daughters
of Hubal/Allah in Mecca; or in 3 x 3, like the 9 Muses or the 9-fold goddess of the 9-night
festival Navaratri. Sometimes they are the 3 consorts, or daughters, or even mothers
(Tryambaka > 3-amba = "3 mothers", according to Swami Veda Bharati) of a male moon
god, like Arab Hubal or Hindu Shiva, or the Wicca neo-Pagan "horned god and the triple
goddess". These triplets personify the three phases of the moon cycle: first (crescent) sickle,
full moon, and last sickle, e.g., Vedic Gungu, Sinivali and Raka. Other triplets do not
ostensibly have that male counterpart, e.g., the Paurava tribal goddess trio Ila, Bharati and
Saraswati. What is the general meaning of this three-foldness, and the specific Vedic
application? Sometimes the Vedic context gives a hint.
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Position of Women in Ancient Vedic Society
Dr. Krishan Gopal Tyagi
Department of History, Ram Lal Anand College, University of Delhi
E-mail: krishanjnu@ gmail.com

The Rig Vedic Women in India enjoyed high position in society. Their condition was
good. The women were provided opportunity to manage high intellectual and spiritual
standard. There were many women Rishis during this period. Though monogamy was
mostly common, the richer section of the society indulged in polygamy. There was no sati
system or early marriage. But from enjoying free and esteemed positions in the Rig-Vedic
society. The Indian cultural tradition begins with the Vedas. It is generally believed that the
Vedic period is spread over long times. The Rig-Vedic society was a free society. Women
were as free as their male counterparts. Education was equally open for boys and girls. Girls
studied the Veda and fine arts. Women never observed purdha in the Vedic period. They
enjoyed freedom in selecting their mates. But divorce was not permissible to them. In the
family, they enjoyed complete freedom and were treated as Ardhanginis. In domestic life
women were considered to be supreme and enjoyed freedom. Home was the place of
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production. Spinning and weaving of clothes was done at home. Women helped their
husbands in agricultural pursuits also. Husband used to consult his wife on financial
matters. Unmarried daughters had share in their fathers’ property. Daughter had full legal
rights in the property of her father in the absence of any son. Mother’s property, after her
death, was equally divided among sons and unmarried daughters. However, married women
had no share in father’s property.

As a wife, a woman had no direct share in her husband’s property. A widowed
mother had some rights too.
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Women Worshipped Women Tortured
Prof. Lallan Prasad
Executive President Kautilya Foundation, Delhi
Former Head & Dean Department of Business Economics, University of Delhi
E-mail: lallanpd @ gmail.com

Maharshi Patanjali described women as a combination of wisdom, beauty, delight,
touch and fragrance. Women had equal rights with men in matters of education, property,
family rituals, choice of life partner, profession etc. Padma Puran (Shrishti Khand)
recognised a talented girl equal to ten sons. Women in their different roles—mother,
daughter, daughter in law, sister, and sister in law were considered indispensable and
respectable part of family. Happiness of family lies in their happiness. Skandh Puran (Kashi
Khand) says where husband and wife love each other and live in harmony; prosperity and
happiness are there at each step in life.

However with all the wisdom in scriptures, traditions, norms and moral values cases
of women getting humiliated and tortured have been there in ancient civilizations, Middle
Ages and in modern times. Jagat Janani Sita had to give ‘Agni Pariksha’ and Draupadi, the
most beautiful women of her time was subjected to ‘Cheera Haran’. In Moghul period
women rights were heavily curtailed, evil social practices like Sati Pratha, Dasi Pratha, Bal
Vivah, Parda pratha etc. started.

Women were virtually forced to confine within four walls of their homes, right to
recite mantras and entering temples in many places were taken away. Emancipation of
women from evil practices began in India with reformist movements which started in mid
nineteenth century and continues till date. Religious and cultural organizations like Arya
Samaj, Brahma Samaj, Ved Samaj etc, took the lead. Women were given equal rights in the
Constitution of free India.

Yet discrimination against women continues in some form or other. Cases of dowry
death, rape and atrocity on women are frequently reported.
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Democracy in India, Vedic Political Thought and Female

Participation
Prof. Madan Lal Goel
Professor Emeritus of Political Science, University of West Florida, USA
E-mail: lgoel @uwf.edu; www.uwf.edu/lgoel

During Vedic period, Indian polity was a monarchy or kingship, not a democracy in
the contemporary meaning of the word. However, the powers of the king were limited. A
division of powers was practiced through the varna system, as shown below. Further,
women played an important role at public debate.

Division of power through the varna system:
The kings were Kshatriya

The advisors and ministers were Brahmin
The financiers were Vaishya

The ordinary soldiers were Shudra

Political power was thus dispersed, not concentrated in one entity. The varna
division was not iron-clad, as described later in the essay. Dharmic principles exerted a
powerful force in guiding royal behavior.The present Indian polity is patterned after the
British parliamentary system. It has many drawbacks. Voting patterns are inverted: the
uneducated vote in larger percentage than the better educated; parties are factionalized; state
level chief-ministers act like little potentates or dictators; a substantial number of MPs have
legal cases against them, including murder; money buys power; there are too many
elections, and too-frequent change of governments. This will be described in more detail in
the essay. Recommended is a new Presidential System of government for India.

This essay has two themes: (1) the ills of the present democratic system in India, and
(2) a look back at the earlier Vedic system of government, and female participation in public
debate.
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Gayatri Mantra—The Feminine Shakti
Dr. Madhu Sharma

Duke University, Chaplain, North Carolina, USA
E-mail: Mvedak.sharma@ gmail.com

Vedic women such as Maitreyi and Gargi are well known for their wisdom and
intelligence in the Vedas. According to the Vedas, women were always given the respect
and challenged to gain knowledge and challenge other men for their knowledge. This article
discusses the contemporary Hindu women as they symbolizes nari part of the
Ardhanarishwar and what it means to live a life of a woman, and utilizing female part of her
brain, emotional as well as creative. Nari as Shakti is well known as the energy in all things
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in the universe as it is flowing through all living things in the universe. Vedic teachings are
for all, male, female, young, old as well as for all professions. One of such teachings is the
Gayatri mantra (RV.3.62.10), which is also now known as the Gayatri-mata in several
Hindu communities and represents energy as a feminine power. It is the essence of all living
things in the world. It is also known to invoke energy or Shakti through the spine of a
human being and thereby healing them and giving power to any and all humans, regardless
of their gender.

This article analyses how and why Gayatri mantra can be an effective tool for all to
access their own Shakti/power to heal as well as to gain energy to live a peaceful and
blissful life. Since the meaning of the Gayatri mantra is asking for protection and asking for
wisdom, it manifests into exactly that when it is done in a very pure and disciplined way. It
provides the energy throughout the body to sustain and to heal by creating vibrations.
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Women in Ancient Indian Literature and

Harappa Era links to Devi Cult
Mr. Musham Damodhar Rao
Chairman Reclaiming Telangana Heritage, Secunderabad-500 026
E-mail: damubn@ gmail.com

During the Buddhist period we see the intellectual advancement of women, enjoyed a
status similar to the status of women in the classical periods of ancient Greece and Rome.
This can be clearly observed on inscriptions of Buddhist Caves and coins. We find during
this period women had already emerged from the domestic erena into the political stage
owned immovable property, managed their estates and even fought wars with their troops,
ruled kingdoms. kings were known by mothers name during Satavahana eras such as
Goutamiputra and Vedishri Satakarni. Naganika a regal wife of Satakarni I is like Queen
Victoria her seals are well known among numismatic circles. Gargi Vachaknavi was the
only example one can quote for women’s education and freedom from the most ancient
days. She was invited to attend an assembly of scholars to discuss philosophical matters.
King Janaka of Videha convened the conference. In Brihadaranyakopanishad, Gargi appears
for the first time. She not only attended the conference, but also challenged the most revered
philosopher Yajnavalkya. Great poet Valluvar went one step further and says that any chaste
woman has the power to make rain. Arundhati grate sage remembered, couple ought to see
after marriage in sky. Akshamala, a woman of the lowest birth, being united to Vashista and
Sarangi to Mandapala became worthy of honour. Here are the Lists of Vedic and Sangam
Tamil Poetesses: Aditi, Apala, Dakshina, Gosha, Indrani, Juhu, Kadru, Lopamudra, Ratri,
Romasa, Sasi, Sashvati, Sikandini kashyapi, Sraddha, Sarama, Sikta, Sudevi, Surya,
Sarasvati, Ushas, Urvasi, Visvara, Visvruha, Vispala, Vakambhirini, Vachukra’s wife, Vac,
Yami;From Sama Veda—Nodha, Agnishta basha, Sikatani vavari, Ganpayana, Later day
great women Gargi vachaknavi, Maitreyi, Nalayini, Savitri, Kaikeyi, Sita, Mandodari,
Ahalya, Arundhati, Kunti, Draupadi and Kaikeyi. Kaikeyi was a great driver. She rode the
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chariot when Dasaratha went to war with the demons and defeated them. The above points
show that women are equally competent in all fields are able in teaching, Warfield,
kingship, are described as mother of Gods and Demons equally.
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Ancient, Modern Hindu Laws and Protection of Women’s Rights
Dr. Neelam Tikkha
Professor MMV, RTM Nagpur University Nagpur
E-mail: Neelam.tikkha @ gmail.com

In the ancient text Manusmriti, Manu writes: “Her father protects her in childhood,
her husband protects her in youth and her sons protect her in old age; a woman is never fit
for independence.” However it is not true the statement has been misinterpreted. It is said
the same for the men too. A man also does not have independent existence without a
woman. The ancient Hindu law that provided the crux of the foundation of development of
law in modern times as well. The present study deals with how Vedic law has perpetrated in
modern context in protection of the honor, dignity and rights of women. Man being only the
caretaker of the same.
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Devi Draupadi: The Exemplar of
Eternal Vedic Liberalism and Gender Parity

Ms. Neera Misra
Founder Trustee & Chairperson, Draupadi Dream Trust
E-mail: neeradraupadi@ gmail.com, neera_dt@draupaditrust.org

The Vedas and Vedic knowledge are the threads that string together the pearls of
Bharatiya wisdom, giving us an eternal unifying Sanskriti. This Sanskriti has survived and
united us for centuries. The Vedas come to us from ancient visionaries, the Rishis who knit
together social engineering method based on the deep understanding of the universe, nature
and humanity. One of the most significant places linked to Vedic knowledge is the land of
Panchala Mahajanapada. It is credited with having given us great scholars who contributed
to writing format of Vedas and works like Ayurveda, Karmakanda, Upanishads etc. From
this land on banks Divine River Ganga, also came some women of learning and stature,
whose contribution to our Vedic philosophy is immeasurable. Their life and actions give us
insight into matters of gender relations, women empowerment and role of women for a
progressive society that ancient Vedic thought encompasses.

Among many examples of ancient women who exemplified Vedic teachings, one that
stands out, in my mind, is Devi Draupadi. Her birth starts with the most pious Vedic ritual,
Yajna, and she is thus also often referred to s Yajna Senini. A look into her actions reveals
her deep Vedic roots that today make her stand out as the eternal icon of progressive
women. I wish to take you through some aspects of her life to showcase how she is an
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exemplar of Vedic Wisdom of our Women, who are still relevant in Contemporary
Perspectives.
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A Quest for Answers: Rsikas and Their Debates
Ms. Pragya Ghosh
Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Philosophy, University of Delhi
E-mail: pragyaghosh12 @gmail.com

Sulabha, a female ascetic or Rsika, a single woman and an intellectual, on the basis
of philosophical debate with King Janaka in the Mahabharata, defies the dictum that a
woman should always be under the protection of a man. She also establishes that there is no
essential difference between a man and a woman and demonstrates that a woman may
achieve salvation by the same means just as a man. In the same epic, a married woman wins
her debate with a male sage Kausika proving that even a woman following the traditional
path of wifely devotion and responsibilities may be equal or superior to a sage in wisdom
and virtue. Perhaps the most famous debate between a woman and a man is that between
Gargi and Yajiiavalkya as mentioned in the Brhadaranyaka Upanisad. Although she was a
great Brahmavadini of her times and was respected by the elite of the society as well as the
highly placed ascetics for her knowledge and debates, but dismayingly kept silent at the end
of a debate with Yajfavalkya since he threatened her that if she asks any more questions her
head will fall off. Conversely, the two debates examined in this paper—between King
Janaka and the female ascetic Sulabha and between the married woman and the sage
Kausika, ends with the silencing of the male participant. These debates help us to realize the
women’s status in the Vedic period which started declining in the beginning of the first
century and is still continuing even today. At present time, women are kept silent in the
patriarchal society just like Gargi either because they have to accept the authority as it is or
because their male counterparts don’t have answers for their unfortunate status. The triumph
of Sulabha and the married woman showcases that women today can also debate, reason out
and ask for justifications if anything is against their will and perception. They must not
accept the authority or rules as it is and must question their position in the society. This
paper is an interpretative exploration to the various debates between men and women of the
Vedic times and their consequences which can be applied to modern times.

25

Maitreyi-Yajnavalkya Dialogue: A Philosophical Analysis
Dr. Raj Verma Sinha
Assistant Professor, Senior, Department of Philosophy, Miranda House, DU, Delhi
E-mail: rajvermasinha@yahoo.com

The present paper aims at stating and examining the dialogue between the sage
Yajnavalkya and his wife Maitreyi. Before renouncing his life as a householder and before
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adopting the life of a parivrajaka Yajnavalkya wishes to divide his possessions between his
two wives. When he reveals his wish to Maitreyi she asks whether by possessing all the
wealth and riches of the world she would attain immortality and requests him to share that
knowledge by possessing which alone she will attain immortality. The dialogue presents
Yajnavalkya as the main speaker and Maitreyi as an interlocutor.

The present paper would like to address some important questions and concerns like,
first, what is the nature and role of a dialogue or conversation as a philosophical device;
second, what is the value of Sravana, manana and nididhyasana in attaining moksa; third,
what makes Maitreyi an adhikari; fourth, do second and third questions logically lead to a
dilemma that when both grhastha and parivrajaka both are capable of moksa, does the latter
option remain a live option; fifth and a somehow related question, how non-discrimination
by the self leads to non-distinction of the self, and, finally, how the ideal of moksa cuts
across all the distinctions, including those of gender and varna.
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Women Warriors from Rigveda Period and Vedic War Codes
Prof. (Dr.) Ram Gopal
President, WAVES, Jodhpur Chapter; Former Director, DRDO, GOI, New Delhi &
UGC Professor, INV University, Jodhpur.
E-mail: drramgopalresearch@ gmail.com

Women have also been quoted as warriors in Rigveda, Ramayana and Mahabharata.
Women were trained to become warriors. The period mentions gallant women combatants
who fought with valour in the battle field. We thus hear of Mudgalini winning a battle,
Vishpala who lost her leg, and Vadhrimati who lost her hand in battle. Vadhrimati and
Sasiyasi are also mentioned for their heroism in the battlefield. Devi Durga also named
“Mahishasur Mardini” saved the mankind from the disastrous Rakshasa Mahishasur.
Goddess Kali killed the demon Raktavija and drank up his blood. There is a list of women
who engaged in war, found throughout mythology and folklore.

Male warriors are given more importance owing to strong patriarchal societies. But
most of the princesses were also trained in martial arts along with the sciences and
scriptures. Kannagi from the silapathikaram fame burnt down the whole city of Madurai and
gave up her life in the process. Shikhandi aka Amba in the Mahabharata, fights a dangerous
battle for no other reason but to kill Bhishma. Finally, it is her arrows which manage to
(almost) kill Bhishma. Maharani Kaikeyi, Emperor Dasharatha’s second wife, was known to
be a very skilled warrior. She fought along with her husband when they fought along with
the Devas against the Asuras. Princess Tadaatagai, conquered Brahmaloka, Vaikuntha and
Amaravathi with ease. She then proceeded to Kailas, defeated the bhutaganas too and
realized that she is an incarnation of Goddess Parvati. Princess Tadaatagai became Goddess
Meenakshi of Madurai. Chitrangada: The Manipuri princess with whom Arjuna got married
was an efficient archerer, horse rider and fighter with swords. Razia Sultana, Rani Rudrama
Devi, Rani Lakshmibai, Jhalkari Bai etc. are the well-known women warriors.
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India has well developed missile capabilities with roots in the Indian Space Program
and Vedic heritage. Currently the DRDO has well developed R&D capabilities of project
teams with a large number of women scientists demonstrated by following: Agni, Prithvi,
Akash, Trishul and Brahmos ballistic missiles Nag anti-tank guided missile, Nirbhay cruise
missile, Light Combat Aircrafts, electronic & other systems having capability to deliver
nuclear weapon. Indian women currently are very actively involved in above S&T
programmes in scientific councils and organizations and protecting national borders by their
active contribution in Armed and paramilitary forces during war, other exigencies and peace
time assignments. In modern warfare following divine message from Vedic text is very
relevant that—* Preaching to kings that your guns, rifles, swords and other war heads along
with army will be victorious and praise worthy in offences and defenses so long you are
religious and follower of divine Vedic Code of conduct”. In this paper various aspects of
Vedic wisdom highlighting Women Warriors from Rigveda Period and Vedic War Codes
have been addressed.
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Applied Vedic Wisdom for Women’s Empowerment
Dr. Ramanath Pandey
Oriental Institute of the M.S. University of Baroda, Vadodara
E-mail: rnpmsuoi@ gmail.com

The concept of womanhood holds a special place in Vedic literature. In
contemporary society, as technology developed, globalization and commercialism come in
to existence so the status and position of women may reach at highest position. Maitreyi
appears in Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, such as in a dialogue where she explores the
concept of Arman (Soul or Self) in a dialogue with Yajnavalkya. The basis of this ideal is a
deep religious consciousness expressing the moral genius of the strength of personal
character of the Indian women. We see in Vedas, Upanishads and Works of grammarians
like Patanjali and Katyayana that women were educated in the early Vedic period. Women
had noblest and best ancient wisdom. The Vedas and Upanishads mention several women
sages and seers, such as Gargi Vachaknavi and Maitreyi. They could avail of the highest
learning in the society. Devi-sukta section of Rigveda is a courtesy of vac, daughter of sage
Ambhrna. Even the women had were opportunity to attain high intellectual and great
scholarship. So keeping in view the present paper has the objectives (a) to highlight the role
and status of women in Vedic India. (b) and how Vedic wisdom can transform status of
women of contemporary society. The concept of Shakti, the female representation of infinite
energy, though evident even among the pre-Aryan races, took deep roots in the Vedic age
and gained strength in the form of the Shakta movement. The elevation of womanhood to
the status of divinity is unique to ancient Indian tradition, and as such there can be no
greater honour to womanhood than this idea. Vivekanand brought about a social awakening,
and, among other things, upheld the cause of the womankind to redefine and re-establish our
ancient ideals of womanhood. Sri Ramakrishna revealed the truth that there is inherent
divine strength in all women. He saw the Goddess Kali in all women and elevated Sarada
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Devi, his blessed consort, to the pedestal of divinity by worshipping her. She, in turn, played
a great role in impressing the ideas of perfect womanhood in the mind of young
Vivekananda. Thus, there is a need of applying Vedic wisdom for transforming women
vision on the basis of Vedic wisdom.
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Indian Philosophy of Vedantic Advaita: Role of Some Women Rishis
Dr. Ravi P. Bhatia
Retired Professor, Delhi University, Delhi
E-mail: ravipbhatia @ gmail.com

All people look for peace, harmony and justice in their lives. These features are
enshrined in the UN Human Rights Charter which fulfils basic needs of people irrespective
of their creed, caste, culture and language and applies equally to men and women. There are
many components of peace and justice. Besides food, water, shelter, education, people also
require living together in peace with other peoples. Justice signifies equality of all despite
outward differences of people. It also requires that laws apply equally to all; there should be
least amount of hierarchy between people. Ddifferent tasks and responsibilities have to be
performed but despite this we should have a feeling of equality between people or between
sexes. Women's role in society is generally different from those of men but it is not inferior
or less important. Women may be weak physically but spiritually they are equal.

The Advaitic system of Vedas recognises these differences leading to differences in
attitudes, values, abilities, powers, hierarchies. Such a system is termed as material social
order. The Vedic principles recognise the infirmities of our material social order but urge us
to rise to a spiritual order that transcends over these limitations and promotes equality,
justice and harmony of all living beings—not only among human beings but other forms of
life also. Vedas inform us that many women played an important role in promoting
spirituality and moral development. A woman named Romasha explained the essence of
Vedas to people. Other women—Gargi, Maitreyi, Aditi also expounded on Vedic principles.
Such women rishis are known as Brahmavadini. My article will try to focus on the role of
women scholars who explained the essence of Vedas.
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The Feminine Flow of Life’ in Mahabharata
Dr. Reena Sablok
English, Sriddhanand College, Delhi University
E-mail: dr.reenasablok @ gmail.com

‘Women are especially the standard for women’—Anushasana-Parva, 146.9-11

The Vedic women are the prototype of chaste, high moral and an equipoise life. The
divinity was the important tool and it reflected in their behaviour, day to day life and even in
their theological family life also. The purpose of this paper is to provide a set of examples
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from Mahabharata, of some immaculate (not equally as of Vedic women) women who set a
different narrative for other women in the society, who drew a new line of action for the
upcoming generation and also who exemplified that a certain modified life, different from
specified Vedic women’s life, can be a life of conviction, chivalry and blessedness because
they were not the Goddesses but transcends. My focus is not to criticize any particular sect
of the society. But to inform that every human story could have ended differently than how
it actually did. This is a philosophic enquiry of the pattern in Mahabharata, which is
designed keeping focus on Truth, Irony and flow of life. Because-

e The Truth of a particular women in a particular situation may be conveyed in
other women’s life in a different context. One’s truth may be incomplete for
other.

e Personal focus may destroy or scatter the central focus.

e Mahabharata is loaded with ironies. The irony of one’s life may be an opportunity
for others.

Time keeps changing and its always suggested to change accordingly. The
circumstances which were there before thousands years may not be relevant after that time.
The impetus is to attained pinnacle the variant ways to counter the stereotyping of Women
which were controversial to some extent but which is also Opera Omnia for modern women.
Their life might be bulky but intended to put across, they annihilated hatred, bore patiently
the insult and injuries given by others. They demanded, pretended, agitated, unsurpassed the
illegal pressures of the society. They had the calibre to turn the table and demand the equal
status and justice as of men.
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Three Luminaries: Three Timelines—One Goal

‘Women’s Emancipation’
Dr. Richa Sikri
Asstt. Prof. in History, M.L.N. College, Radaur
E-mail: Richa.sikri@yahoo.com

Arnold Toynbee has said in context of culture that ‘for the progress of a culture the
circumstances should neither be too favourable nor too unfavourable but just in right
proportion’. This is aptly true in case of women. They also need a conducive environment
for their physical, mental, emotional and spiritual growth. But since time immemorial she is
struggling to find respectful place in the society like her counterpart (men). Most of the
times, the time was not in favour of her. But there were some women who broke the glass
ceiling and emerged as ‘women of significance’ or ‘Luminaries’. These women stood for
their rights, raised their voices against degrading societal norms, wrote their own destinies
and led exemplary lives for others to follow. These luminaries or distinguished women are
many who were born from time to time for upliftment and empowerment of their women
folk. The three luminaries of three timelines are Gargi Vachaknavi from ancient period,
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Meerabai from medieval times and Sarojini Naidu from modern period. These women faced
all odds of their times, journeyed from physical to metaphysical plane and raised their
voices against vices and discrimination of society against women. The efforts and examples
of these women helped the women of today to strive for their independence, make their own
decisions, demand their rights, fulfill their dreams, soar high in the sky and carved niches
for themselves.
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A view to Vedic wisdom and Women in contemporary perspective via

study of Maxim Arundhatidarsananyaya & TA’s Rsinam Arundhati
Ms. Rupa Bhaty
Architect, Ex Chief Architect, Gandhidham Development Authority, Kutch, Gujarat.
E-mail: rupabhatyl6@ gmail.com

Many women seers Rsis/Rsikas are amply found in Rigveda. They were freely
trained to grow into Rsis and that no resentment on the part of men was felt on this account.
The similar feat is observed for Arundhati, wife of Vasishtha. It appears that she was given
a special status among Rsis not just for her being wife of Rsi Vasishtha. Further, author
became curious to find if there was any mention of Arundhati in Rigveda available, but
strangely she is not available as a Rsi in Rigveda. She is found as a medicinal plant or Vine.
Sayana identified this plant with Sahadevi, author believes that Arundhati is lost here in
early diachronism. On the contrary, in Rigveda, we find the divine birth of Vasishtha with
Agastya. The complication arose when Taittiriya Aranyaka-3.9.2 gives special status to
Arundhati by endorsing “rsinam arundhati”.

However, there are few other evidence in regard of Arundhati, one is the Maxim i.e.,
Laukika Nyaya-“Arundhatidarsananyaya”. This maxim largely explains what can be
known or justified from Arundhati-darshana. It also explains how, once being ahead of
Vasishtha, a gist from Mahabharata, she was a night guide in the absence of any pole star
during specific period of 11000 BCE till 4800 BCE. With the help of Taittiriya Brahmana’s
"rsinam arundhati" and Nirukta "rsi rasmayah" we find that once Arundhati was given a
status of Rsi. The seven great Rsis once offered her an honourable seat. (MBH, Vana Parva,
Chapter 226, Verse 8). Once all the Devas eulogized Arundhati and Brahma blessed her.
(MBH, Anusasana Parva, Chapter 130, Verses 12 and 13), Vadhu is described as Arundhati,
Samrajni, Prajavati, Syona, Shambhu, Sumangali. Arundhati is described as unresisting.
Arundhati, being an astronomical entity, going ahead of her husband still finds favor from
Brahma and Devas. It gives clear two fold wisdom, first of her being unresisting, second of
her, even though once being ahead, she was shoulder to shoulder in her tasks with her
husband.

This paper explains the methodology behind this conclusion that redefines how
Arundhati’s wisdom can be a lead for women of contemporary times.
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Representatives of Indian Womanhood in Ramayana:
Making Tradition
Dr. Shakuntala

Asso. Prof., Deptt. of Philosophy, Gauhati University, Guwahati, Assam
E-mail: shakuntalabor@yahoo.com

This paper is a visit to Ramayana to meet those women characters who have lived
through millennia. We carry in us civilization that is thousands years old. The ancient lives
in us through traditions, conventions, those pass on from generation to generation, through
words, practices. The future is built with visions that are borrowed from past again. There
are certain characters in tradition, in history that have been able to influence our minds in
such a way that they have lived on to become ideals. The paper will try to inquire into the
features that have made certain women survive hundreds of years in the minds and hearts of
an Indian.

In Ramayana, we meet the woman in different situations, diverse environment. There
are Anasiiya, Savarl and Ahalaya living in forest; Tara, queen of Vali and Sugriva; women
of royalty—Kausalya, Kaikey1, Sumitra, and Sita; women of Lanka—Sarama, Trijata, and
Mandodari. Ramayana shows clearly that it is an inescapable fact of life that each being is
placed under the constraints imposed by birth and decided by one’s environment. And yet,
each of these woman characters demonstrates how with undeniable facticity one develops
and builds one’s own distinct personality.

However, their distinctness is approachable, providing the mirror where one can look
at and mould oneself. The Paper takes a trip to these women to witness them as they make
themselves and manifest their specialty in the making.
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Participation of Women in Commercial Activities in Ancient India
Dr. Shashi Bala Srivastava & Mr. K.C. Srivastava
“Viswa Kali Kunj', 645 A/165 Janki Vihar Colony, Prabhat Chouraha
Madion Gaon Road, Lucknow, UP
E-mail: kesrivastaval 944 @ gmail.com

In early Vedic period woman enjoyed the equal status socially and religiously but in
later Vedic period it was vice versa. Though this degradation does not effected the
commercial activities of women. They enjoyed the equal participation in commercial
working. This has been proved by several epigraphical and literary sources. A clay sealing
from Satavahan age was found from the excavation at Bhokardan (District Jalna,
Maharastra) bearing a name Ida (Indra) from Thanenagar (Thane near Mumbai) in Brahmi
script of the 1% cent. BCE. The excavators of the place were of opinion that she was trader
and her sealing was used for authenticating commercial documents. The excavation bears
the proof that Satavahan age was rich in commercial and industrial activities. It also shows
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that traders of Thane purchased the products of foreign demands manufactured at
Bhogvardhan, and exported them to Roman Empire.

An inscription from Mathura mentions the name of Dharmsoma who is described as
Sarthavahani. Sivadutta of Kuda inscription also seems to have led her caravan is
Sarthavahini. If this is accepted, it will have to be admitted that women in ancient India is
not only enjoyed themselves in trade individually but also were caravan leaders. Kuda caves
are near Mandad said to be the Mandgora referred to by Ptolemy as an important port in
Konkan. There are lot of inscriptions found from Amaravaiti, Mathura, Bharhut and the
cave sites from Deccan mentions the names of women who are described as the relatives of
traders. It was the cottage industry in which perhaps women did play a major role right from
spinning, weaving and to some extent dyeing. Besides all these participations the women
sometimes undertook the difficult job of porters. The Sanskrit drama Mrichchakatika, also
confirms indirectly about the involvement of women in a shipping activities. This shows
that management of shipping companies by women was a known practice in those days.
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The Female in the Rigveda
Prof. Shashi Tiwari
Formerly in Sanskrit Department, Maitreyi College, University of Delhi &
President, WAVES, India
E-mail: shashitiwari_2017 @yahoo.com

The condition and status of women in Indian society changed substantially from the
early period to the beginning of the present century. Vedic literature depicts an ideal society,
where women enjoyed an honourable and high status. Like every patriarchal society here
also the father was the commanding authority, but in the household affairs the mother was
considered to be supreme. Though limited in number, the Vedic goddesses were as powerful
as the gods. In the Rgveda there is no reference to an instance where the birth of a girl was
considered inauspicious. The girl received education as is evident from the composition of
hymns by the female seers. The number of female seers or the speakers of the Vedic
mantras comes to about thirty. Ghosa, Lopamudra, Apala, Romasa, Surya, Juhi
Brahmajaya, Yami, Agastyasvasa, Atreyl etc. are few important names in this intellectual
field. They performed sacrifices, offered hymns to gods and occupied glorious positions in
the temple of fame.

The daughter of the Rgvedic time was bold, strong, and free. The maiden seems to
have been free to make her choice of husband, and was supported in her choice by parents.
Probable a maiden having no brother had her legal right to inherit the paternal property. The
wife was a partner in the performance of sacrifices. She was the empress in her home. In the
Rgveda we get few references to polygamy because monogamy was the rule. On the basis of
some verses it can be said that the custom of widow-remarriage existed. Social evils related
to women such as burning of widows, purdah system, child-marriage were not found in the
Rgvedic society. Hence, this Rgvedic picture of womanhood is the real heritage of India.
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Divine Manifestations of Shakti Tattva
Prof. Shashibala

Dean, Centre of Indology, Bhartiya Vidya Bhawan, New Delhi
E-mail: drshashibala56 @ gmail.com

India has a distinct identity and culture nourished by rishis-the visionaries. It is the
only country where the land has been venerated as mother—Bharata Mata. People who
came to its shores, and realized its beauty of thought and complexity of philosophy, all
kinds of arts, literature and sciences, called it a land of wonders. It is permeated with
transcendental values. It has adored femininity as creative power from time
immemorial. She is equated with Brahma which is complete, gives birth to a complete and
still remains complete. Femininity is worshipped as power—all kinds of forces are in fact
worshipped as devi. She manifests in different names and forms. Devi first appeared to
Vishnu for the purpose of creation, holding conch, a disc, a club and a lotus flower attended
by Rati—the power of kama, Bhuti—representing riches and prosperity, Buddhi—
intelligence, Mati-intellect, Kirti—reputation, Dhriti—capacity of understanding, Smriti—
ability to remember, Shraddha—attention, concentration, Medha—intellect, Svaha, Swadha,
Kshudha—thirst Nidra—sleep, Daya—compassion, Gati—momentum, Tusti—pleasure,,
happiness, Pushti—growth, progress, Kshama—patience, forbearance, Lajja—sense of
shame?, Jrimbha and Tandra—Ilaziness. Similar qualities essential for human existence are
venerated as manifestations of Shakti in the stotras. When primordial nature — mulaprakriti
incarnated in the form of Vishnu the desire for creation raised itself in him resulting in
emergence of panchadevis—Durga, Lakshmi, Sarasvati, Savitri and Radha (representing
bhakti). The Puranas refer to Ganga devi, Tulasi, Manasa, Devasena, Mangalachandika,
Bhumidevi, Anshakaladevi, Svaha, Dakshina, Svadha, Pushti, Tushti, Sampatti, Dhriti, Sati,
Daya, Pratishtha, Siddha, Kirti, Mithya, Shanti, Lajja, Buddhi, Medha, Dhrit, Murti, Shri,
Ratri, Sandhya, Divasa, Prabha, Mrityu, Jara and so on. It is deification of various aspects of
life and nature. Buddhists also have been venerating goddesses in various forms. Apart from
deities like Tara, Vishvamata, Ushnishavijaya, Kurukulla, Sarasvati, Nairatmya and Palden
Lhamo etc. there are Yoginis and consorts also. Divine manifestations of Shakti tattva is a
wide subject which requires in-depth study from different perspectives—philosophical,
iconographical, historical and social.
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Lalleshwari: The Rebel, the Poet, the Saint
Ms. Shikha Rajpurohit
PhD scholar, School of Sanskrit and Indic Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University
E-mail: rajpurohitshikha @yahoo.com

Lalleshwari (about 1320-1392) locally known mostly as Lal Ded, was a Kashmiri
mystic of the Kashmir Shaivism school of philosophy. She was the creator of the style of
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mystic poetry called vatsun or Vakhs, literally "speech" (Voice). Known as Lal Vakhs, her
verses are the earliest compositions in the Kashmiri language and are an important part in
the history of modern Kashmiri literature. It is believed that she was educated in the early
part of her life at her father's house. Married at the age of 12, she suffered unendurable
mistreatment and left her marital home at the age of 24 to take renunciation. Lal Ded stands
as not only a pioneer Kashmiri poet, an intrinsic part of the folk tradition of the region, but
also as a foremost female rebel saint-poet. She propounded the belief that one did not need
priests, learned men or a particular language to approach God, as God was available to all.

The objective of this paper is to shed light on her journey from a well educated girl,
to a married woman, to a saint who discovered the ultimate meaning of life. It will attempt
to study the contemporary society as shown in her Vakhs. The paper will also point out that
while listing out the Bhakti tradition we must remember the regional poets and their
contribution to the spiritual and poetic world. The final objective of the paper is to explain
that in the contemporary times when we are subjected to various pressures and being bound
to social or religious norms, we must recall that living in turbulent times, she was able to
retain her faith, eclecticism and tolerance. That it is only the path worth following.
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Kaikeyt and Sita: A critical and Comparative Analysis
Mr. Subramanian Chidambaran
M.A. Sanskrit (Vedanta), Diploma in Manuscriptology from University of Mumbai;
Bachelor of Engineering (Electrical) from VJTI, Mumbai
E-mail: besubbu@ gmail.com

Ramayana is probably the earliest literature in Sanskrit that described various aspects
of human behavior and emotions in the most realistic form. Valmiki never presented any
character in black and white—all of them had shades of gray. However, over time, we
began to box them into the “good” and “bad” categories creating more ideal characters. This
paper aims to examine two such characters—‘Kaikey1” and ‘Sita’ in the light of different
versions of the Ramayana but mainly focused on Valmiki Ramayana. These two characters
typically considered as ‘bad’ and ‘good’ respectively reveal subtler layers of emotions as we
delve deeper into the study of related literature. There are instances in the Ramayana where
you will empathize with KaikeyT and instances where you will feel enraged with Sita. This
paper also aims to bring forth relevant aspects for the modern day which could be adapted
and/or absorbed for the modern-day woman. One example of this are the episodes where
Sita advises Rama on the right path when he goes astray owing to the situation.

In this paper, the author aims to take Valmiki Ramayana as the main source while
also drawing insights from Kamba Ramayana, Tulsi Ramayana, Raghuvamsa of Kalidasa,
Champu Ramayana of Bhoja, Adhyatma Ramayana, Adbhuta Ramayana, Bhagavatha
Purana and Ramakien of Thailand.
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Digitally Mapping the Vedic Heritage: the IGNCA

Vedic Heritage Portal
Dr. Sudhir Lall
Project Director, Vedic Heritage Portal, IGNCA
E-mail: sudhirlall@ gmail.com

The Portal is a one stop solution to identify, preserve and present the diverse and rich
Vedic Heritage of India, in interactive and free, digital format, through systematic research,
extensive documentation and state of the art digitization of Vedic audio-visual, textual and
interpretative material. Understanding of the Vedic wisdom through the lenses of the
modern scientific knowledge specially in the field of Sciences, Mathematics, Medicine,
Astronomy, Architecture, Legal Systems, Metallurgy, Philology, Environmental Studies,
Aeronautics, Astrology, Rituals etc., is another mammoth task, which has been initiated
under this project.

At present, the Portal aims to address mainly three user groups: (i) those associated
with the traditional Vedic learning, (ii) those interested to know the Vedas and their
Content, and (ii1) Professionals who can relate the Vedas with the modern context.

The presentation will be an attempt to introduce the Portal to the participants of the
Conference and will showcase the main highlights and achievements of the same.
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Vedic wisdom and the Concept of Woman as Wife
Dr. Sundari Siddhartha
Retd. Senior lecturer, Sanskrit Department, Delhi University, Delhi
E-mail: mahagouri@yahoo.com

Vedic wisdom, as gathered from the available Vedic Literature is about Rishis,
Sages, Gods and human beings. We see the sprouting of deep philosophical thoughts. Also,
the socio-religious scene is vast and varied. With reference to women, one institution stands
out as unique. It is the marriage — system, described in the Marriage Hymn, the 85" hymns
of the 10" Mandala of the Rigveda. It has 47 suktas.

These laws and customs of marriage may have been formulated by men to rule over
women, or because they wanted that in the women should be given their due. It is also
possible that the importance of “wife” was realized, as also the help, cooperation and moral
strength provided by her. Wife also satisfies the emotional needs and brings pleasure in the
family life.The hymn of marriage is highly symbolic. It describes the marriage of Soma to
Suryaa. The first few suktas describe the bride and groom. Then the marriage—procession
starts. The marriage is at the place of the bride. The marriage mantras are duly chanted.
Then comes the departure to the groom’s house. There, after the welcome, blessings and
good wishes are poured on the couple. The prayer for progeny follows. The husband
expresses his thanks to gods for giving him a good wife. The bride is described as being
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revered by the in-laws. The hymn ends with a prayer by the couple to the gods to keep them
united. In the later ages, this hymn is seen in the Atharvaveda and the Grhyasutra in an
expanded form. Wife being one aspect of women, we get to know the associated aspects of
woman’s personality viz.,, age of marriage; relative importance of girl; child monogamy;
education for women; spinsters; courtesan; widowhood; remarriage; types of marriage and
brokers.
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The Sacred River Vitasta: An Embodiment of Goddess Uma

Dr. Sushma Jatoo
Project Director, Nari Samvaad Prakalp, IGNCA, New Delhi
E-mail: narivadas217 @ gmail.com

The Rgveda (X.75.5) mentions the river Vitasta flowing in the valley of Kashmir
amongst the other rivers of ancient Bharatavarsha. Nilamata Purana, the Sthalapurana of
Kashmir venerates the river Vitasta as the embodiment of Uma, and a complete Mahatmya
titled the Vitasta Mahatmya is dedicated to the origin, mapping, sanctity and significance of
the river and its associated tirthas. Kalhana’s Rajatarangini and other local historical sources
of Kashmir also mention the importance of this river. The present paper based on the
aforementioned Sanskrit sources shall try to establish the sanctity of this water body as the
embodiment of Goddess Uma and how its association with feminine divinity helped in
preservation of the Divya Prakriti, the divine Nature, full of life and vibrance.
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Women in Indian Philosophical Traditions
Ms. Suyasha Singh
Ph.D. Scholar, Philosophy, University of Delhi
E-mail: suyashasinghO1 @ gmail.com

Women in the Vedic period have contributed significantly to various philosophical
and spiritual traditions. This paper is an attempt to highlight the conditions and
contributions made by women philosophers in India. I will explore how women in certain
traditions were made to complete men whereas they were treated with honor and engaged in
philosophical symposiums in Indian intellectual context. We see an elevated position for
women in Brihadaranyaka Upanishad which prescribes certain rituals to have a scholarly
daughter. There is mention of risks taken by Atreyi in search of a better education that is a
female character in a Sanskrit play ‘Uttararamacharita’. One of the highlights is of a lengthy
debate of Gargi with Yajnyavalkya. Maitreyi is considered to be a symbol of erudite women
who entered into a lengthy discussion with her husband on nature. Ubhaya Bharati imparted
spiritual education to women on the banks of river Ganga. I will concern myself with how
women’s knowledge upheld their position in society. There is female empowerment both
spiritually and socially. Ashrams were open to girls to study with their male counterparts.
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Their association with the ideas of ‘shakti’, ‘nourishment’, ‘wealth’ assigned them as
principles in existence. A common framework on liberty helped both men and women uplift
the reservoir of knowledge and bring India to the status of the Golden state. Expanding this
idea in contemporary times, the inclusion of women will help to strengthen the structure of
the community. This will help raise the moral standards of the people and add value to the
state.
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Practice of Denying Women from their right of wearing

Yajyopavita/the Study of Vedas is a later accretion

(Not in accordance with true Vedic tradition)
Mr. Y.K. Wadhwa
JBM Group; PRO, WAVES (India)
E-mail: ykwadhwa0l @ gmail.com

The view of orthodoxy that women are not allowed to perform Yajna alone is
fallacious. It is pertinent to point out here that unmarried female students (brahmacharinies
seeking knowledge) who pursued education in the Gurukuls during Vedic times like their
male counterparts were compulsorily required to perform Yajna (after wearing in
Yajyopavitam-holy thread) as a part of their daily routine. Atharvaveda in Brahmacharya
Sukta (11.5.18) says 'Brahmacharyena kanya yuvanam vidante patim'charyo Brahmacharen
brahmacharnimichatey', i.e., a girl after having completed her studies and after having
fulfilled her pledge of celibacy finds a youth as a suitable match for her. Today also you can
find a large number of women students studying in unorthodox Gurukuls especially run by
Arya Samaj where they not only perform Yajna themselves but also act as a Brahma of the
Yajna leading the ritual. However, it is unfortunate that amongst certain sections even in
this age women are not allowed to recite Gayatri Mantra and they are denied holy threads
and the study of Vedas. In the context of Yajnopavita, there is a reference in the Valmiki
Ramayana which says that during the war, Ravana's brother Meghanath brought a dummy
Sita in the battle field as a war tactic and to scare Hanumana. Meghanath started attacking
the dummy Sita and he first smashed her Yajnopavita. It is a clear historical evidence of
women wearing sacred threads during ancient times. Maharishi Dayananda opposed the
discriminatory practices and advocated for every body's right to Vedic education
irrespective of caste and gender. Manu who regarded Vedas as of axiomatic authority was
a great advocate of higher education for women and for performance of religious rites
(including yajna) by them.

Basically, Yajna is a spiritual activity and a divine resolve. The spirit of Yajna lies in
performing good deeds and in surrendering to God whatever a person has. It is a step
towards reaching the higher levels of Yoga.
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Women Saints & Philosophers of Kashmir:
The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) is an autonomous Trust
set up by the Government of India under Ministry of Culture and is a premier
academic institute engaged in rasearch, documentation, publication and
dissemination of the knowledge of the Indian arts and culturs,
‘Women Saints and philosophers of Kashmir” is an anchor based documentary
film prepared under the Nari Samvaad Prakalp of IGNCA. The film underlings the
contribution of women saints and philosophers of Kashmir to the land, which is
also called the 'Sharada Desha', the embodiment of feminine divinity. The film
depicts the fact that how the feminine power can also be a defining factor of the
identity-of a land and its people. The film brings out the message of peace in
Kashmir through ages, which has been shown with the examples of the women
saints and philosophers, who dwelled in Kashmir over a long span of last 800
years and more, Some prominent philosophers and saintly women of Kashmir
dealt in the film are: Mata Lalleshwari, Mata Bhaagbhan, Mata Roop Bhawani,
Mata Bagdajee, Mata Riche Ded, Mata Sharika Devi, Mata Prabiha Dawi, ete. Even
today. the tradition of Kashmiri woman sages and philosophers is alive.

CREDITS
Concept & Direction
Chushool Mahaldar

Produced by:
Nari Samvaad Prakalp, Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts
& Oneworld Foundation India

Producer:
Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi, Member Secretary, IGNCA.

Project Director:
Dr. Sushma Jatoo, Nari Samvaad Prakalp, IGNCA.

Creative Advisor:
Dr. G.S Raina, Media Centre, IGNCA
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Indira Gandhi National Center for the Arts
11-Mansingh Road, New Delhi-110001
www.ignca.nic.in
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A LIST
OF
WAVES CONFERENCES
HELD IN INDIA & NEPAL

[These Conferences on National Level with International Participation]

1st India Conference; Indian Identity and Cultural Continuity; New Delhi; 1997

2nd India Conference; Ancient Indian Wisdom & Contemporary Challenges; New
Delhi; 1998

3rd India Conference; Challenges of Modernity: The Vedic View; New Delhi; 2000
4th India Conference; State & Society: An Ancient Indian Perspective; New Delhi;
2000

Sth India Conference; Vedic Wisdom & Global Issues; Srisailam, Andhra Pradesh;
2001

6th India Conference; Vedic Intellectual Tradition: Modern Context; New Delhi,
2002

Nepal Conference; Vedic Traditions in South and South-East Asian Region,; Nepal;
2003

7th India Conference; Contemporary World Order: A Vedic Perspective;
Pondicherry; 2003

8th India Conference; Science, Consciousness & Vedic Heritage; Bangalore,
Karnataka; 2005

Oth India Conference; Approach to Health & Happiness in Indian Thought; Jaipur,
2005

10th India Conference; Cultural Consciousness in Ancient Indian Society; New
Delhi; 2006

11th India Conference; Vedic Value System: Contemporary Relevance & Challenges;
Vrindavan, 2007

12th India Conference; Harappan Civilization and Vedic Culture; New Delhi; 2008
13th India Conference; Creation and Existence: Indian Perspective; New Delhi; 2009
14th India Conference; Relevance of Ayurveda; Hyderabad, 2011

15th India Conference; Veda and Thought Revolution; Haridwar, 2012

16th India Conference; Vedic Views on Man and Nature; New Delhi, 2012

17th India Conference; Vedic Views on Education and Morality; Lucknow, 2013

18th India Conference; Vedic Philosophical Traditions: Modern Context; Varanasi, 2014
19th India Conference; Science and Spirituality in Vedic Traditions: Modern
Context; Delhi, 2015.

20th India Conference; Scientific Aspects of Vedic Knowledge; New Delhi, 2016

21st India Conference; Practical Aspects of Vedic Knowledge; New Delhi, 2017
22nd India Conference; Vedic Perspective of Indian Arts; IGNCA, New Delhi, 2018.
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